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for  M^jor 
on  Europe 


— — Before  Mr  Hogg  flew  to 

™ Brussels  last  night  for  further 

“*** talks  with  EU  farm  ministers, 

his  retreat  was  reinforced  by 
HE  Government  the  agriculture  commis- 
last  night  faced  sjoner,  Franz  Fischler.  He 
backbench  Tory  told  reporters  that  an  the  nor- 
pressnre  not  to  mal  procedures  — including  I 
resume  its  ,‘un-  detailed  scientific  analysis  of  i 


■■  scientific"  selec-  the  selective  cull  plan  — 

tive  cull  of  up  to  100,000  cattle  would  first  have  to  be  fol- 
nntil  the  European  Union  lowed. 


confirms  that  Whitehall’s 
climb  down  will  result  in  an 
easing  of  the  worldwide  ban 
on  British  beef  exports. 

But,  as  John  Major  braced 
himself  fra-  a knife-edge  Com- 
mons vote  on  the  equity  con- 


ed all's  “There  is  a particular  pro- 

t in  an  cedure  which  was  agreed  at 
ide  ban  the  Florence  summit  in  the 
>.  summer  as  to  what  should  be 

braced  done,"  said  Mr  Fischler.  as 
Com-  Mr  Hogg  admitted  that  the 
con-  selective  cull  — suspended  on 


trovers  xal  issue  of  barch^2.|  scientific  advice  in  Septem- 
eries  policies.  Douglaroiiglit»ber  — would  have  to  be 
the  Agriculture  Set  FeatherS^aDEA  to  the  fifth 

was  fenced  to  cancel  ..  Florence  condition  to  eradi- 
less  we  commit  ourselvi.’  Jate  BSE  from  British  herds 
implementing  the  select! v*r?’and  restore  consumer 
cuH,  we  can  be  certain  that  I confidence, 
there  win  be  no  progress  of  [ Moreover,  opinion  within 

the  industry  has  changed. 


Frank  Williams,  the  owner  of  Formula  One’s  dominant  team,  who  could  face  up  to  seven  years  in  jail  if  convicted 


any  kind.” 


photograph:  mike  hewttt  The  concession  will  add  up  with  the  powerful  National 


Williams  on  Senna  death  crash  charge 


to  £150  million  to  the  £3 
billion  cost  of  ridding  British 
beef  of  its  “mad  cow  disease" 
reputation  and  the  crossover 


Farmers'  Union  (NFU)  back- 
ing the  need  to  resume  the 
cull,  Mr  Hogg  told  MPs. 

Tory  peers  and  MPs  also 


Italian  trial 
to  follow 
inquiry  into 
steering  fault 


rOckVartoy 

and  Alan  Hwwy 

Frans  Williams, 

owner  of  the  epony- 
mous team  that  has 
dominated  the  For- 
mula One  motor  racing 
championship  in  recent 
years,  is  to  stand  trial  for 
the  manslaughter  of  three- 
times  world  champion  Ayr- 
ton  Senna. 

Mr  Williams,  who  this 
vear  sacked  BBC  sports 
personality  of  the  year  Da- 
mon HtU  before  he  went  on 
to  win  the  drivers'  title, 
will  be  Joined  in  the  dock 
by  his  technical  director 
Patrick  Head  and  chief  de- 
signer Adrian  Newcy- 
Thrce  officials  who  were 
overseeing  the  race  in  : 
which  Senna  died,  the  1994 


The  wreckage  after  three-time  world  champion  Ayrton  Senna’s  fatal  crash 


San  Marino  Grand  Prix  at 
Monza,  will  also  go  on  trial 
in  a case  due  to  start  in 
Italy  early  nest  year. 

The  prosecution  could 
put  an  end  to  Grand  Prix 
racing  In  Italy,  where  two 
races  are  due  to  be  staged 
next  season.  Teams  may  re- 
fuse to  compete  if  they  face 
the  prospect  of  being  held 
liable  for  accidents. 

Lawyers  representing  the 
six  defendants  said  all 
would  deny  the  charges 
stemming  from  the  I35mph 


crash  in  which  Senna,  a 
Brazilian,  suffered  fatal 
head  injuries.  The  team 
said  in  a statement  from  Its 
Oxfordshire  headquarters: 
“Williams  is  disappointed 
at  the  content  of  the  sum- 
mons. We  do  not  believe  the 
charges  are  well-founded 
and  intend  to  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  defend  our  po- 
sition and  contest  the 
charges.”’ 

They  have  been  brought 
after  a painstaking  two- 
year  inquiry  into  the  dr- 


I cmnstances  of  the  crash. 
1 Data  from  Senna’s  on-board 
, computer  showed  he 
| braked  sharply  as  soon  as 
1 he  veered  away  from  the 
j racing  line,  cutting  nearly 
I SOmph  from  bis  190mph 
! speed  in  less  than  a second. 

But  he  missed  the  Tam- 
burello  curve,  slammed 
into  the  opposite  wall  and- 
! was  killed  by  part  of  the 
I front  suspension  smashing 
j into  his  helmet. 

! Speculation  on  the  cause 
of  the  accident  has  centred 


on  changes  to  the  steering 
system.  Pictures  of  the 
wreckage  showed  the  steer- 
ing wheel,  still  attached  to 
part  of  the  steering  rod, 
lying  on  the  ground  outside 
the  cockpit 

Investigators  highlighted 
alleged  Aults  in  the  weld- 
ing of  the  rod  which  meant 
it  snapped,  leaving  a use- 
less steering  wheel  In  Sen- 
na’s lap. 

It  was  thought  the  driver, 
aged  34,  asked  for  the 
changes  to  the  steering 
wheel  so  it  was  lower  in  the 
cockpit  and  he  could  get  a 
better  view  of  his  instru- 
ment panel. 

Williams  have  stressed 
that  its  data  shows  the 
steering  wheel  was  work- 
ing until  the  moment  of 
impact 

Williams,  wheelchair- 
bound  alter  a car  crash  in 
1986,  was  last  night  said  to 
he  out  of  the  country  on  1 
business.  He  could  face  up  j 
to  seven  years  in  jail  if  con- ; 
victed.  But  it  is  thought  a 
suspended  two-year  sen- 
tence would  be  more  likely. 


threat  of  Creutzfeldt  Jakob  challenged  the  move  which 
Disease  it  poses  to  humans.  one  MP,  Bill  Cash,  called  not 
So  far  13  people  have  died  of  so  much  a negotiation  as  “a 
the  new  virulent  strain  of  process  of  appeasement.” 
CJD  in  Britain,  which  has  Hardliners  want  Britain  to 
been  linked  to  BSE  in  cattle,  repudiate  or  renegotiate  the 
and  one  million  animals  have  common  fisheries  policy- 
been  Slaughtered.  Scottish,  Irish  and  West 

Yet  as  Tony  Blair  yester-  Country  fishermen  are  in- 1 
day  reminded  Mr  Major,  censed  by  what  they  see  as 
hopes  that  the  ban  would  be  unfair  quota-hopping  by  EU 
lifted  by  November  have  not  states,  notably  Spain,  and  un- 
mat  erialised.  ‘‘After  six  fair  restrictions  on  their  own 
months,  not  a single  piece  of  fishing  rights  in  the  name  of 
progress  in  lifting  the  ban  has  conservation.  Relations  with 


been  made,"  he  said. 


Dublin  over  the  so-called 


“Irish  box"  are  also  tense. 

Ministers  have  promised  to 
use  international  quota  swaps 
to  help  the  province’s  fisher- 
men to  compensate  for  past 
losses  as  a result  of  an  EU  ar- 
rangement known  as  the 
Hague  Preference,  the  deputy 
Ulster  Unionist  leader,  John 
Taylor  MP  said  — 24  hours 
after  some  Unionist  MPs  had 
said  they  would  be  "mad*'  not 
to  vote  against  the  Govern- 
ment on  fish  policy  as  they 
did  last  December,  when  Mr 
Major  lost  by  two  votes. 

Though  not  directly  related, 
Mr  Hogg’s  retreat  on  beef  was 
also  expected  to  please  Union- 
ist MPs  because,  if  the  ban  is 
eased.  Ulster's  grass-fed  herds 
will  be  first  to  benefit  Tory 
Euro-sceptics  were  also  hint- 
ing they  would  “not  rock  the 
fishing  boat”  because  they 
had  bigger  boats  to  rock. 

-In  his  statement  to  MPs  on 
the  Dublin  summit  Mr  Major 
steered  a middle  course  be- 
tween the  warring  Tory  fac- 
tions, both  of  whom  took  com- 
fort from  his  remarks. 
Stressing  his  doctrine  of 
“flexibility"  he  told  MPs  he 
would  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
attempts  by  an  inner  core  of 
EU  countries  to  proceed  with 
some  elements  of  political 
union  unacceptable  to  Brit- 
ain. But  such  states  should 
not  use  Community  institu- 
tions — like  the  Commission 
and  the  European  Coon  of 
Justice — because  of  the  costs 
it  would  rack  up  for  aZZ  mem- 
ber stales. 

Leader  comment,  pays  8; 
Politics,  page  5 


Warrant  out  for  celebrity  salesman  Levitt 


Ian  Ktog 


AN  ARREST  warrant 
was  issued  last  night 
for  Roger  Levitt  — one- 
time insurance  salesman  to 
the  rich  and  famous  — after 
he  failed  to  answer  charges 
before  Great  Marlborough 
street  magistrates.  London, 
yesterday. 

Mr  Levitt,  whose  company 

managed  investments  for  ce- 
lebrities including  film  direc- 
tor Michael  Winner  and. nov- 
elist Frederick  Forsyth  before 
going  into  administration  in 
1990.  is  accused  of  breaking  a 
ban  preventing  him  from  act- 
ing ns  a company  director. 

He  pleaded  guilty  to  a 


Roger  Levitt:  believed  to  be 
in  the  United  States 

charge  of  fraudulent  trading 
in  1893  and  was  disqualified 
Brom  acting  as  a director  or 
from  being  involved  in  the 


Britain 

^1 3 1 - **] 


management  of  a company  for 
seven  years. 

However,  according  to  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  In- 
dustry. Mr  Levitt  — who  Is 
believed  to  be  In  the  United 
States  — broke  that  order  be- 
tween November  26, 1993  and 
February  28, 1995. 

In  particular,  he  is  accused 
of  acting  as  a "shadow  direc- 
tor” of  International  Boring 
Corporation,  a boring  man- 
agement company  which 
looks  after  the  world  bantam- 
weight champion.  Alfred 
Kotey  of  Ghana.  Mr  Levitt  is 
thought  to  have  once  owned 
nearly  l per  cent  of  Arsenal 
FC  and  backed  the  former 
world  heavyweight  boxing 
champion.  Lennox  Lewis. 


World  News 


When  Mr  Levitt  foiled  to  ap- 
pear in  court  yesterday  the 
DTI  successfully  applied  for 
an  arrest  warrant. 

Four  other  directors  or  offi- 
cers ofIBC  were  remanded  on 
ymronriTtinnal  bail  until  Janu- 
ary 27.  Michael  Jacobs,  of 
West  Hampstead,  London,  is 
accused  of  aiding  and  abet- i 
ting  Mr  Levitt  Mark  Segal,  of 
Edgware,  north-west  London, 
Cecil  Haipin,  of  Ealing,  west 
London,  and  John  Wiffin,  of 
Hartley  Wintney,  Hampshire, 
are  all  accused  of  providing 
explanations  or  statements 
regarding  Mr  Levitt's  in- 
volvement that  they  knew  to 
befolse. 

tedde  Story,  02  page  12 
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Child  canc< 
linked  to 
smoking 
by fathers 


Tim  Radford 
Science  Editor 


■JTFTEEN  per  cent  of  child- 
■ hood  cancers  might  be 
linked  to  smoking  by  fathers, 
scientists  reported  yesterday. 
The  suspicion  Is  that  smoking 
damages  the  sperm  before 
conception. 

The  study,  published  in  the 
British  Journal  of  Cancer, 
says  no  similar  link  could  he 
made  with  mothers  who 
smoked. 

The  research,  by  Dr  Tom 
Sorahan  and  colleagues  from 
the  University  of  Birming- 
ham, was  based  on  another 
look  at  the  Oxford  Survey  of 
Childhood  Cancers,  a collec- 
tion of  data  begun  in  the 
1950s. 

Over  40  years,  this  has  be- 
come the  largest  case  study 
in  the  history  of  medicine.  It 

was  first  used  to  link  child- 
hood cancer  with  X-ray  ex- 
amination during  pregnancy, 
and  it  has  been  quarried 
many  times  since  for  links  be- 
tween health  and  the  environ- 
ment 

“Experts  in  the  past  bad 
been  more  concerned  about 
studying  the  smoking  hflhlts 
of  mothers.  So  we  decided  to 
review  the  results  for  smok- 
tura  to  page  2,  column  7 
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SLAUGHTER 


SHAKING  WITH  FEAR, 
HER  MOTHER  GONE, 

this  little  donkey  was  in  a desperate 
situation.  If  we  had  not  been  there  to 
save  her  - Flora  would  have  been  cruelly 

PUT  TO  DEATH. 

Every  day  our  teams  help  donkeys  in 
distress  around  the  world. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT  - PLEASE 
SEND  ANY  DONA  T/ON  NO  MA  TTER 
HOW  SMALL.  Thank  you. 


Please  send  donations  to: 

The  International  Donkey  Protection  Trust, 

{Dept  S6m).  Sidmouth, 

Devon.  EX10  0NU. 

I Tel:  (01 395)  57B222  »*8-  Charity  No. 

I Enquiries  to  Dr  £.  D.  S vend  sen,  M.B.E.  271410 

’ I enclose  Cheque/Postal  Order  for  £ 

Name:  Mr/Mrg/MisS  . 

Address — 


Post  Code 
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Pop  go  the 
Euro-sceptics 


Simon  Hoggart 


A LL  day  anxious  Labour 
ZA  MPs  have  been  rushing 
i wip  to  me  to  ask;  “Simon, 
does  the  fact  that  the  Spice 
Girls  have  endorsed  the  Con- 
servative Party  mean  that  our 
chances  of  electoral  victory 
nest  year  lie  in  ruins?" 

1 have  been  able  to  set  their 
minds  at  ease.  I point  out  that 
there  is  a long  tradition  of 
rock  stars  saying  outrageous 
things  purely  to  shock  con- 
ventional opinion.  Nowadays 
the  most  outrageous  thing 
anyone  could  possibly  say  is 
"Vote  Conservative". 

This  is  simply  the  equiva- 
lent of  swearing  on  TV,  or 
making  a V-sign  at  photogra- 
phers, and  is  no  more  likely  to 
make  young  people  vote  Con- 
servative than  Mick  Jagger’s 
rendition  of  “Street  Fightin’ 
Man”  made  them  go  out  and 
start  a revolution. 

John  Major  was  back  to 
report  on  the  Dublin  summit 
yesterday.  Sadly,  the  fuddy- 
duddy  rules  of  the  Commons 
prevented  the  Spice  Girls 
from  taking  their  seats,  so  it 
was  left  up  to  boring  old  MPs. 

What  a rum  lot  they  are. 
Last  week  they  subjected  the 
Chancellor  to  organised 
chanting  and  barracking.  Yes- 
terday they  were  as  gentle  and 
mild  as  a Rotary  Club  on  Pro- 
zac. The  Euro-sceptics  are  like 
the  Old  Faithful  geyser  in  Yel- 
lowstone Park  which,  con- 
trary to  general  belief;  does 
not  erupt  regularly.  Out- 
bursts can  be  predicted  by  sci- 
entists who  measure  the 
height  and  pressure  of  previ- 
ous ejaculations,  but  I lack 
this  skill,  so  each  change  in 
the  sceptical  disgorgement 
comes  as  a complete  surprise. 

So  the  Euro-sceptics  cleared 
their  throats  politely,  while  it 
was  the  Labour  antis  who  de- 
cided to  be  thuggish.'Peter 
Shore  warned  that  fines  im- 
posed by  the  stability  pact 
would  create  disinflation,  . 
leading  to  “masochism  and 
madness".  Tony  Berm  told  us 
grimly  that  “the  lamps  are  go- 


ing out  all  over  Europe;  we 
shall  not  see  them  lit  again  In 
our  lifetime",  which  was  Sir 
Edward  Grey’s  prediction  of 
the  first  world  war.  Was  the 
flower  ofEngland’s  youth 
again  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
Imperial  ambitions  of  the 
Bundesbank? 

Dennis  Skinner  said  Mr 
Major  bad  already  surren- 
dered “large  dollops"  of  our 
sovereignty  (making  it  sound 
like  school  custard).  ,,rE  tries 
to  pacify  'is  back-benchers.  In 
reality  'e's  no  different  from 
the  Chancellor  that  sits  at  the 
side  of  ’im." 

Mr  Major  spun  round  hu- 
morously to  examine  Mr 
Clarke;  In  foot  Mr  Skinner's 
jest  had  merely  expressed 
what  most  of  the  Euro-sceps, 
deep  down,  really  believe. 

They  are  all  waiting  for  the 
Next  Great  Betrayal. 

No  fewer  than  four  enve- 
lopes arrive  from  Mid  Staffs 
containing  copies  of  an  ex- 
traordinary letter  about 
Michael  Fab  ri  cant  which  ap- 
pears in  the  current  issue  of 
the  Lichfield  Post  It’s  head- 
lined: “Lot  more  toourMP 
than  meets  the  eye"  and  I 
would  have  assumed  a plant, 
except  that  it  was  written  by 
Mr  Abdul  Salam,  proprietor  of 
the  Eastern  Eye  restaurant  In 
that  handsome  city.  * 

After  several  paragraphs  of 
praise,  Mr  Salam  continues: 
“When  we  watch  TV  broad- 
casts from  the  Commons, 
there  he  Is  sitting  behind  the 
front  bench  time  and  time 
again.  [A  cynic  wonders,  why 
does  he  do  that?]  1 thought — 
let’s  get  the  facts.  So  I rang  the 
House  of  Commons. 

“I  was  amazed,  within  a few 
minutes  the  phone  was 
answered  by  his  secretary... 
within  ashort  period  of  time 
my  fax  burst  into  life  and  out 
popped  three  sheets  of 
information. 

“1  started  to  read  the  details, 
to  say  I was  flabbergasted  is  an 
understatement . . . last  year 
he  was  one  of  the  top  four 
active  MPs  out  of  651  in  Parlia- 
ment He  has  voted  on  88  per 
cent  of  all  divisions  and  taken 
part  in  38  debates.  What  a re- 
cord, and  he  is  our  MP! 

“He  speaks  six  languages 
...  he  is  involved  with  over  Ff? 
eight  committees ...”  and  sf160* 
on.  Because  these  facts  were 
supplied  by  the  Wigged  Won- 
der himself  they  must  of 
course  all  be  true.  No  wonder 
Mr  Salam  plans  to  Vote  Micky 
Fabbin*97! 


Think  tank  offers  feelgood  cheer  for Tories  □ Estate  agents’ 


LanyEBhrtt 
Economics  Etfitnr 


THE  Organisation  for 
Economic  Co-opera- 
tion and  Develop- 
ment, the  West's 
leading  economic 
thinfc  tant,  yesterday  gave  a 
boost  to  the  Government’s  re- 

election  campaign  when  it 
said  the  prospects  for  sus- 
tained output  growth  and  low 
inflation  in  the  UK  were  the 
best  In  30  years. 

In  its  half-yearly  health 
check  of  the  global  economy, 
the  Paris-based  OECD  pre- 
dicted that  Britain’s  3.3  per 
growth  next  year  would  be 
the  highest  in  the  Group  of 
Seven  leading  industrial 


nations  in  1997,  easily  out* 
stripping  Germany.  France 
arm  the  United  States. 

Ministers  seized  on  the 
report,  with  Ian  Lang,  the 
Trade  Secretary,  saying  it  was 
"proof  positive”  that  the  Gov- 
ernment's economic  policies 
were  working.  “The  British 
lion  is  beginning  to  roar 
again.  Because  we  have  made 
our  industry  world  class,  we 
are  world  players  once  more.” 

The  Government's  attempts 
to  rekindle  the  so-called  “feel- 
good factor”  received  another 
fillip  today  when  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Chartered  Sur- 
veyors (RICS)  predicted  that 
negative  equity  — one  of  the 
main  factors  behind  the  Con- 
servative Party's  unpopular- 
ity among  its  natural  support- 


ers — would  be  virtually 
eliminated  from  the  ’housing 
market  by  next  autumn. 

Although  opinion  polls  sug- 
gest the  demise  of  negative 
equity  may  come  too  late  to 
save  the  Government  from 
electoral  defeat  the  messages 
from  the  RICS  and  the  OECD 
will  keep  alive  Conservative 
hopes  that  economic  recovery 
will  still  sway  floating  voters. 

The  29-nation  OECD  fore- 
casted that  the  decline  in  un- 
employment since  the  start  of 
1993  win  continue  steadily  for 
the  next  two  years.  Britain’s 
jobless  total  is  expected  to 
drop  to  below  7 per  cent  of  the 
workforce  by  the  end  Of  1998 
— around  1.75  million  — its 
lowest  since  early  1990. 

While  generally  praising  the 


Government’s  handling  of  the 
economy,  the  OECD  stressed 


that  further  action  was  needed 
to , deliver  lower  borrowing 
and  balance  the  budget  over 

the  medium  term. 

HOwever,  it  found  little  sign 
of  inflation  pinking  up,  adding 

that  Britain’s  recent  record  on 
reducing  inflation  anH  keeping 
wages  under  control  were  the 
“most  tangible  signs  of  the  pos- 
itive benefits  of  past  and  on- 
going microeconomic  rtf  arms 
and  a stable  macroeconomic 
policy  framework”. 

The  OECD  noted  that  rising 
house  prices  had  "largely 
eliminated"  negative  equity 
among  homeowners,  a point 
expanded  upon  In'  the  latest 
RICS  monthly  survey. 

According  to  the  estate 


agents'  body,  the  number  of 
households  with  mortgages 
larger  t>y>n  the  value  of  their 
home  is  set,  to  drop  from  L7 

million  at  the  start  of  this 

year  to  100,000-150,000  by  next 

autumn. 

RICS  said  the  bousing  mar- 
ket was  “ending  the  year  on  a 
high",  with  the  number  of 
houses  sold  per  estate  agent 
up  by  almost  50  per  cent  on 
the  autumn  of  1995. 

While  denying  that  the 
market  was  gripped  by  a 
boom,  RICS  added;  “Neither 
an  interest  rate  rise  nor  pre- 
Budget  uncertainties  could 
dampen,  the  market’s  relent- 
less optjmism."  . 

A regional-  breakdown  in 
the  survey  found  that  the  im- 
pact of  higher  prices  bad 


started  to  ripple  but  from 
London  and  the  South-east, 
with  both  East  Anglia  and  the 
South-west  showing  strong 
demand  for  property. 

Separate  research  by  Rod 
Thomas,  property  analyst  for 
City  firm  UBS,  predicted  that 
house  prices  will  rise  by  10 
per  cent  in  1997  and  by  a 
cumulative  4$  per  cent  in  the 
five  years  to  the  end  of  the 
year  2000. 

“The  gloom  of  the  1990s 
housing  recession  has  finally 
been  shaken  off.  With  hous- 
ing serioasly  undervalued  by 
any  historical  comparison  the 
market’s  new-found  confi- 
dence will  fuel  a rapid  catch- 
ing up."  Mr  Thomas  said. 


City  notebook,  page  11 


9 Bfal:  Ruined,  deserted  and  largely  ungovemed  by  the  Taliban 


Review 


Techno- 
Arabian 

Alfred  Hickllng 


The  Champion 
of  Parftxmou 
Stephen  Joseph  Theatre, 
Scarborough 

SO  WHAT  brings  Alan 
Ayckbourn  to  Marra- 
kesh? Suburbia  has 
given  way  to  Arabia  for  this 
delightful  family -oriented  fan- 
tasia. Yet  one  suspects  the  real 
reason  is  that  Santa  came 
early  to  Scarborough  this 
year,  bringing  a splendid  new 
theatre  to  play  with. 

Ayckbourn  has  used  Scar- 
borough’s art  deco  Odeon  as  a 
second  chance  saloon  for 
some  notorious  back  cata- 
logue blackspots — It  Could 
Be  Any  One  OfUs,  the  Cluedo 
play  no  one  understood:  and 
By  Jeeves.  Uie  Lloyd-Webber 
lark  no  one  could  hum. 

Suitably  revamped,  both 
were  transformed  into  latter- 
day  hits.  But  just  when  the 
new  Stephen  Joseph  Theatre 
was  beginning  to  look  like  a 
first-rate  retirement  home  for 
refurbished  repertoire,  Ayck- 
bourn has  pulled  his  latest 
show  from  the  sack. 

The  Champion  of  Parl- 
banou  is  a marvellous  artifect, 
handcrafted  Cram  the  finest 
traditional  materials,  but 
spiced  up  with  technolog}'.  It 
may  look  like  an  ageless  Ara- 
bian Nights  fairy  tale,  but  you 
could  imagine  it  provoking 
tears  beneath  the  Christmas 
tree,  should  the  components 
pop  out  and  the  batteries  not 

That  Ayckbourn  is  a master 
story  teller  is  hardly  worth 


buff’s 

Nights 


repeating.  Less  noted  is  that 
he  is  one  of  Britain’s  most  ded- 
icated theatre  techno-buffs. 
The  creation  of  a romantic  ad- 
venture story  on  a stage  kitted 
out  to  his  own  specification 
has  been  worth  waiting  for. 

During  Ayckbourn’s  mid- 
career  output  in  the  old 
Stephen  Joseph  auditorium,  a 
rug  was  most  notoriously  used 
for  a spot  of  spontaneous 
nookie  In  the  Norman  Con- 
quests. Now,  when  someone 
unrolls  the  Axminster,  you 
suspect  — though  find  it  hard 
to  believe  until  it  happens — 
that  the  thing  is  going  to  take 
off  with  three  actors  aboard 
and  hover  insouclantly  above 
the  stage. 

It  is  a classic  ingredient  of 
Ayckbourn’s  children's  enter- 
tainments that  the  plot  should 
be  no  less  labyrinthine  than 
the  scenery.  The  Champion  oT 
Par  Lbanou  is  a moral  maze 
quest  based  on  the  opposition 
of  good  and  evil,  with  the 
added  twist  that  Pauline 
Turner’s  sprightly  serving 
girl,  Murgannah.  beats  the 
boys  hands  down  by  becoming 
the  strong,  brave,  heroic  one 
— as  well  as  the  corrupted 
baddie. 

What  does  not  feature  is  the 
integrated,  multiple-choice 
plotting  and  audience  involve- 
ment which  characterises 
other  work.  It  is  unusual  tosit 
through  an  Ayckbourn  chil- 
dren's show  which  finishes  ex- 
actly as  the  author  intended, 
without  having  any  say  in  the 
matter.  Nevertheless,  the  excel- 
lent cast  must  have  been  de- 
lighted to  learn  that  they  had 
only  the  one  script  to  learn.  It 
must  be  Christmas. 


Teenage ‘mullahs’ 
govern  by  inertia  in 
ruined  Afghan  city 

Suzanne  Golden  berg  in  Kabul  on  Taliban’s  efforts  to  rule 


Teenage  gunmen 

roam  free,  government 
offices  are  deserted 
and  telephone  lines 
take  an  afternoon  siesta.  Al- 
though the  Islamist  Taliban 
militia  is  said  to  control  two- 
thirds  of  Afghanistan,  the 
regime  has  yet  to  get  around 
to  the  business  of  governing. 

Nearly  three  months  after 
the  fell  of  Kabul  to  the  Tali- 


ban, traffic  police  in  the  capi- 
tal are  one  of  few  signs  of  ci- 
vilian administration.  They 
stand  in  pressed  uniforms, 
waving  imaginary  rush-hour 
crowds  along  empty  avenues. 

In  a city  punished  by  war 
and  hunger,  few  can  afford 
cars.  The  onset  of  winter  has 
brought  yet  another  exodus, 
reducing  Kabul's  population 
to  less  than  a miHian. 


Government  officials  have 
been  replaced  by  youthful 
Talibs,  tur banned  fighters 
from  the  provinces  whose 
main  qualification  Is  the 
claim  to  be  mautois  (religious 
scholars)  or  mullahs,  with 
only  a fleeting  education  at 
religious  colleges. 

They  congregate  In  govern- 
ment offices  with  their  Ka- 
lashnikovs, while  profes- 


sional bureaucrats  wander 
aimlessly,  fretting  at  Taliban 
religious  decrees'  that  have 
compelled  them  to  swap  their 
suits  for  baggy  pyjamas  and 
caps,  and  to  grow  beards. 

The  interim  government 
admits  difficulties  in  trans- 
forming a ban  dof  largely  pro- 
vincial fighters  into  the 
guardians  of  a cosmopolitan 
city  such  as  Kabul,  “it  js  for  a 
short  period,"  Sher  Moham- 
med StanOtzai.  the  deputy  for- 
eign minister,  says.  “Maybe 
some  people  are  inexperi- 
enced, but  they  will  learn." 

The  acting  education  minis- 
ter, al-Hal  Maulvi  Abdul  Sa- 
laam Hanlfi,  aged  27,  gives 
the  address  of  tile  religious 
school  he. attended  in  Kara- 
chi, Pakistan.  He  says  the  Ta- 
liban is  committed  to  re-open- 
ing  schools . and  to  the 
education  of  girls,  once  they 
ensure  proper  segregation  of 
the  sexes  and  purge  the  rem- 
nants of  dialectical  material- 
ism and  other  un-Islamlc  pre- 
cepts from  the  curriculum. 

"The  Islamic  movement  of 
Taliban  Is  not  against  educa- 


tion at  all.”  he  says.  “We  are 
only  , against  corruption  and 
immorality.  As  soon  as  we 
make  an  arrangement  based 
On  religious  law  and  Islamic 
education,  then  schools  for 
girls  can  start”  He  says  the 
government  is  prepared  to 
build  a separate  engineering 
feculty  for  women. 

The  central  bank  director 
delivered  the  Friday  sermon 
at  the  PuH-Khifihti  mosque 
last  week.  He  told  worship- 
pers: “People  of  Kabul,  do  not 
be  ungrateful.  God  wanted  the 
Taliban  to  come  to  Kabul,  and 
if  you  are  ungrateful  to  God, 
God  will  punish  you.” 

Civil  servants  say  there 
have  been  few  changes,  aside 
from  the  abolition  of  Interest 
in  October  which  prompted  a 
run  on  deposits.  “Luckify,  if 
these  people  take  a decision, 
they  consult  us.  There  are 
stm  lots  of  economists  here,” 
says  one  bank  official 

At  Kabul  University,  closed 
since  the  takeover,  repairs  to 
damaged  buildings  have 
stopped.  Labourers  decamped 
because  they  were  hot  paid. 
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Even  hospitals  have  not 
been  spared.  A Talib  with  no 
medical  experience  who 
speaks  only  halting  Darhi,  the 
main  language  of  Kabul,  is  in 
charge  of  Kabul's  main.  Jum- 
hurriyet  hospital.  He  makes 
daily  rounds,  and  doctors  say 
he  seems  most  concerned  to 
ensure  that  the  few  women 
still  on  staff  cover  their  heads 
and  do  not  stray  from  all-fe- 
male wards. 

“He  just  comes  to  check  on 
us,”  says  Ramazan  Karami,  a 
senior  surgeon.  “He  says: 
•Don't  trim  your  beards  or  cut 
your  hair’.” 

At  the  Indira  Gandhi  Chil- 
dren's Hospital,  the  Taliban 
has  decreed  that  women  doc- 
tors and  nurses  may  work 
only  in  three  wards.  “Qualifi- 
cations don’t  matter.  What 
counts  Is  whether  you  are  a 
man,”  says  one  woman  nurse. 

Hospital  staff  have  not  been 
paid  for  two  months.  Dr  Kar- 
ami says  the  Jumhurriyet 
would  cease  to  flwctlon  but 
for  aid  from  Medecfns  sans 
Frontferes.  "The  government 
cannot  do.  anything.” 


Experts  at  odds  on  TWA  jet  crash 


Ian  Katz  in  New  York 


AIR  SAFETY  officials 
were  at  odds  and  airline 
companies  in  confusion 
yesterday  after  senior  Investi- 
gators into  the  TWA  800  crash 
flatly  contradicted  their 
bosses'  claim  that  a fuel  sys- 
tem fault  was  the  most  likely 
cause  of  the  accident  off  New 
York  in  July  that  killed  all  230 
people  on  board. 

The  National  Transporta- 
tion Safety  Board,  the  federal 
agency  that  investigates  all 
accidents  in  the  United 
States,  rocked  the  airline  in- 
dustry on  Friday  when  it  an- 
nounced it  had  identified  a 
problem  with  fuel  pipes  in 
Boeing  747s  which  could  have 
caused  an  explosion  of  the 
kind  that  downed  Flight  800. 

Although  the  NTSB 
stressed  It  had  not  firmly  es- 
tablished such  a fault  as  the 


cause,  it  issued  an  urgent 
recommendation  to  airlines 
to  address  the  flaw.  The  an- 
nouncement left  companies 
bracing  themselves  for  an 
order  to  ground  their  747s  for 
potentially  costly  checks. 

On  Sunday,  however,  the 
senior  NTSB  investigator  in 
the  TWA  800  inquiry  told  the 
New  York  Times  that  the  fuel 
pipe  theory  was  purely  hypo- 
thetical. He  said  only  a few 
pieces  of  the  key  pipe  had 
been  recovered  — “nothing 
you  could  draw  any  conclu- 
sion from”.  Other  crash  in- 
vestigators, he  claimed,  were 
of  the  same  view. 

At  a press  conference  In 
Washington,  the  NTSB  said  a 
flaw  in  the  pipe  might  have 
allowed  static  electricity  to 
produce  a spark  that  could 
have  Ignited  fuel  vapour  in 
the  central  fuel  tank. 

But  the  senior  investigator 
told  the  New  York  Times: 


“Static  is  not  something  we 
are  confident  of.” 

It  was  farther  evidence  of 
rifts  in  the  huge  multi-agency 
team  that  has  toiled  for  five 
months  to  discover  what 
caused  the  TWA  jet  to  crash. 

After  the  NTSB's  announce- 
ment, Jim  Kallstrom,  the 
senior  FBI  agent  in  the  inves- 
tigation, snapped  that  it  was 
“not  prudent  or  professional 
to  comment  on  what  might  or 
might  not  be  the  cause  of  this 
tremendous  tragedy". 

Tensions  have  grown  be- 
tween civilian  experts  — in- 
creasingly convinced  that  the 
disaster  was  due  to  mechani- 
cal failure  — and  law  enforce- 
ment officials  who  insist  foul 
play  has  not  been  ruled  out 

Boeing’s  designers  recog- 
nised that  static  electricity 
could  accumulate  In  the  so- 
called  cross-feed  manifold 
pipe  and  wired  It  to  the  jet's 
wingtips  to  dissipate  the 


charge.  But  the  NTSB  said  a 
spark  may  have  been  pro- 
duced if  there  was  a break  in 
the  Insulation. 

Boeing  would  almost  cer- 
tainly have  to  pay  for  any 
modifications  to  the  fuel  tenk 
pipes  of  747s,  and  could  face 
millions  of  dollars  in  damages 
if  held  liable  for  the  accident. 

A spokesman  for  Boeing 
said  yesterday  that  the  dis- 
senting statements  from  the 
TWA  investigation  would  not 
stop  it  studying  possible  fuel 
pipe  modifications. 

Dave  Wilson,  a spokesman 
for  British  Airways,  said  the 
airline  was  working  with  the 
Civil  Aviation  Authority  and 
Boeing  to  identify  what  had  to 
be  done.‘*We  will  implement 
whatever  recommendations 
the  CAA  put  before  us,”  he 
said. 


WMstibtg  hi  the  wind. 


Child  cancer  linked  to  sperm 
damage  in  smoking  fathers 


continued  from  page  1 
ing  by  fathers  to  see  if  there 
were  any  new  dues,”  said  Dr 
Sorahan 

“Smoking  Is  already  be- 
lieved toalter  theDNA  of 
some  sperm  and  our  new  find- 
ings suggest  that  ft  could  lead 
to  cancer-causing  mutations." 

The  latest  research  com- 
pared the  lifestyle  of  1,549 
parents  whose  children  had 
died  of  cancer  before  the  age 
of  16  between  1953  and  1955, 
with  1,549  parents  of  healthy 
ghfldnm. 

They  discovered  that  men 
who  smoked  fewer  than  10 
cigarettes  a day  had  a 3 per 
cent  extra  risk  of  fathering  a 
child  who  would  contract 
cancer. 

" The  risk  increased  steeply 
with  addiction.  Those  who 
smoked  between  10  and  20 
daily  had  a . 31  per  cent  extra 
risk;  those  who  smoked  more 
I tom  20  a day  had  42  per  cent 


risk.  Although  thte  increase 
in  risk  looks  alarming,  the 
total  of  childhood  cancers  is 
quite  small,  so  only  a large- 
scale  survey  would  have 
thrown  up  these 
probabilities. 

But  Dr  Sorahan  was  con- 
vinced that  the  data  were 
real,  rather  than  a statistical 
accident  They  looked  for  a 
specific  risk  for  smoking 
fathers,  eliminating  all  the 
other  fectors,  and  they  found 
it 

Professor  Gordon  McVie, 
director  general  of  the  Cancer 
Research  Campaign,  publish- 
ers of  the  journal,  said:  “This 
new  study  gives  a compelling 
reason  for  men  who  smoke 
and  want  to  have  children,  to 
quit 

“If  it  is  right  cigarettes 
might  soon  carry  the  govern- 
ment health  warning  ‘Smok- 
ing can  seriously  damage 
yotur  sperm.’”  . 


**  y If  your  boss  has  given  you  Christmas  day  off.. 


Pop  the  cork ! Release  the  Giro/ . 

You  trill  find  Cava  is  just  made  for 
celebrations,  and  the  more  spontaneous  the 
better. 

For  one  thing,  you  can  rely  on  its 
natural  sparkle  and  superb  i quality,  for 
another,  it  s incredible  value  Jot  money! 

CASTELLBLANCH  - 


' Cava  Is  the  sparkling  wine  from  Spam 
that  is  made  by  the  traditional  method. 

It  comes  from  a land  of  rolling  hills  and 
valleys  near  Barcelona,  where  there's  plenty 
af  sunshine  and  moderate  rainfall. 

The  perfect  place  Jor 
vintyards. 

CONDE  DE  CARALT 


WINES  FROM 


As  veil  as  being  light,  delicate  and 
fragrant , Cara  wines  bare  a distinctive 
smoothness  and  crisp  dryness. 

It  takes  many  months  of  careful 
handling  todevdop  these  q polities. 

No  wonder  Cara's,  so  keen  to  get  in 
the  glass  when  you  open  it  /. 
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Laurens  van  der  Post  dies  at  90 
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Sir  Laurens  van  der  Post,  writer  of  28  books  and  “great  source  of  encouragement  and  psychological  strength,  m watatiro  in  iii«  mentality"  photograph;  garryweasbi 

Last  safari  for  a spirit  of  Africa 


Egomaniac  or  spiritual  guru?  John  Ezard 
on  the  long  life  of  the  writer  who  became 
a major  influence  over  the  heir  to  the  throne 


SIR  Laurens  van  der 
Post,  witness  to  van- 
ishing tribes,  “dear 
friend”  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  the 
best-selling  writer  credited 
with  revealing  the  mystical, 
spiritual  side  of  Africa  to  a 
worldwide  generation  of, 
white  readers,  has  died  aged 
90. 

The  end  of  a life  which 
began  on  a Dutch  South  Afri- 
can farm,  with  a bush  woman 
as  his  nurse,  was  announced 
by  his  daughter,  the  journal- 
ist Lucia  Crichton-Miller. 

Prince  Charles  was  said -to 
be  “very  saddened”.  Sir  Lau- 
rens, who  died  in  his  flat  in 
Chelsea,  south-west  London, 
on  Sunday  two  days  after  his 
9oth  birthday,  was  unable  to 
attend  a celebratory  party 
which  the  prince  had  planned 
for  him  at  High  grove  last  Fri- 
day. A spokeswoman  for  the 
prince  said  Sir  Laurens  had 
been  “a  dear  friend  for  a very 
long  time". 

Sir  Laurens,  whose  first 
book  In  A Province  came  out 
62  years  ago,  was  by  turns 
fanner,  soldier,  explorer  and 
conservationist.  The  best- 
known  among  his  26  books 
were  The  Lost  World  Of  The 
Kalahari  (1958)  and  Testa- 
ment To  A Bushman  (19W). 

His  Japanese  prison  camp 
story  The  Seed  And  The 
Suuvr  was  filmed  as  Merry 
Christmas.  Mr  Lawrence, 
starring  David  Bowie. 

Sir  Laurens  saw  In  A Prov- 
inre  :i$  “the  first  book  by  an 
indigenous  South  African 
against  racial  prejudice”.  De- 
tractors saw  him  as  a windy, 
self-promoting  egomaniac, 
with  too  lush  a prose  style, 
who  "wouldn't  know  a bush- 
man  if  one  walked  into  a 
room". 


He  replied:  "Egos  have  an 
; honourable  role  in  life.*' 

Dr  John  Hemming,  ex-di- 1 
[ rector  of  the  Royal  Geographi- 
cal Society,  said  Sir  Laurens' 
cole  as  an  inspirer  was  his 
great  achievement 

“He  was  not  an  expert  in 
the  anthropological  sense  or  a 
particularly  qualified  ex- 
plorer. But  he  wrote  about  his 
work  beautifully  and  that  is  a 
greater  skill.  Whenever  he 
spoke  to  the  society,  be  got  a 
vast  turnout  of  knowledge- 
able people  who  adored  him.” 

In  old  age  he  became  god- 
father to  Prince  WUliam. 

In  1987  the  pair  went  on  a 
four-day  camp  In  the  Kalaha- 
ri, sleeping  in  the  open.  The 
prince  was  moved  to  tears 
when  they  saw  a herd  of  zebra 
stretching  along  the  horizon. 
“Africa  as  It  was  in  the  begin- 
ning," sir  Laurens  told  him. 

The  prince  wrote  that  the 
trek  was  “similar  to  an  SAS 
selection  test  but  did  begin  to 
grow  on  you”. 

Greenpeace  said  yesterday: 
"His  writings  helped  20th  cen- 
tury men  and  women  retain  a 
vision  of  nature.” 

Billy  Griffiths,  a prisoner- 
of-war  with  Sir  Laurens  far 
three  years  In  Java,  was  at 
his  90th  birthday  party  last 
Wednesday.  “He  was  a won- 
derful man,”  Mr  Griffiths, 
aged  76,  said  from  his  home  in 
Blackpool,  Lancashire. 

"He  was  always  a great 
source  of  encouragement  and 
psych ological  strength,  so 
massive  in  bis  mentality.” 

Sir  Laurens  died  with  his 
eyesight  and  photographic 
memory  unimpaired:  and  for 
that,  too,  he  thanked  his  en- 
during contact  with  the 
bushmen. 

Obituary,  pag«  to 
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The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  "dear  friend*  with  whom  he  camped  In  the  Kalahari 


Bush  voices 

Africa  has  always 
walked  in  my  mind 
proudly  upright,  a giant 
among  the  other  conti- 
nents, making  light  of 
the  bagfttl  of  bine  Medi- 
terranean slung  over  its 
back  as  it  marches 
patiently  through  time. 
— Flamingo  Feather,  1955 

Of  all  man’s  inborn  dis- 
positions, there  is  noth- 
ing more  heroic  than 
the  love  in  him.  Every- 
thing else  accepts  defeat 
and  dies,  but  love  will 
fight  no-love  every  inch 
oftheway. 


Humankind  finds  itself 
increasingly  corralled 
on  a narrow  roadlead- 
ing it  far  away  from 
what  I would  call  a nat- 
ural kind  of  life.  We’re 
trapped.  And  being 
trapped  turns  some 
among  us  to  commit  the 
most  evil  acts. 

— same 

Is  that  any  kind  of  life? 
— looking  ax  traffic  from 
his  Chelsea  flat 

All  they  do  is  mock  him, 
make  snide  remarks 
about  him  smelling 
flowers.  Can  they  not 
see  what  this  is  doing  to 
him,  this  constant 
tirade?  The  man  they 
criticise  so  glibly  is 
someone  we’re  lucky  to 
have  — so  fall  ofknowl- 
edge,  humility,  all  sorts  of 
interests.  Oh,  we  have  had 
some  wonderful  talks. 

—of  Prince  Charles 


Refugee 
grants  to  be 

cut  by  half 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Etfitor 


THE  Home  Secretary, 
Michael  Howard,  is  to 
cut  by  half  the  official 
funding  received  by 
organisations  which  help 
with  the  reception  and  settle- 
ment of  refugees. 

The  Home  Office  confirmed 
test  night  that  organisations, 
including  the  Refugee  Coun- 
cil. Refugee  Action,  the  Kent 
Committee  for  the  Welfare  of 
Migrants,  the  Scottish  Refu- 
gee Council,  the  Ockenden 
Venture  and  the  Refugee 
Arrivals  Project,  face  cuts  in 
their  official  grants. 

“No  final  decisions  have 
been  taken,”  said  a Home 
Office  spokesman  yesterday. 
“But  we  have  never  indicated 
to  such  organisations  that 
they  should  rely  entirely  on 

government  funding.” 

The  expected  decision  to 

CUt  the  £3.4  million  annual 

grant,  pencilled  In  from  next 
April,  by  £1.5  million  win 
have  a severely  damaging 
impact  on  the  work  of  refugee 
groups.  Most  have  been 
involved  in  the  Government's 
programme  to  accept  and 
help  settle  1.500  Bosnian  evac- 
uees and  their  families. 

It  comes  as  the  British  Red 
Cross  is  about  to  begin  dis- 
tributing food  and  hygiene 
parcels  to  asylum  seekers  left 
destitute  on  the  streets  of 
London. 

The  cut  was  widely  seen  as 
politically  vindictive  last 
night  as  it  follows  two  High 
Court  defeats  for  the  Govern- 
ment over  its  attempt  to  deny 
welfare  benefits  to  those  who 
fail  to  apply  for  asylum  as 
soon  as  they  arrive. 

The  shadow  home  secre- 
tary, Jack  Straw,  said  such  a 
decision  would  be  outra- 
geous. especially  as  the  Gov- 
ernment had  just  added  to  the  I 


burden  on  refugee  groups  in 
the  new  asylum  legislation. 

Nick  Hardwick,  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  Refugee  Council,  the 
national  refugee  organisation, 
said  a cut  in  their  £L1  million 
Home  Office  grant  would  maim 
it  very  difficult  lor  it  to  func- 
tion. "This  is  absolutely  outra- 
geous. Having  cut  the  entitle- 
ment of  asylum  seekers  to 
benefits,  we  have  struggled  to 
provide  people  with  a roof  over 
their  heads  and  something  to 
ea L The  consequences  would 
he  devastating.  We  hope  even 
at  this  late  stage  thev  will  pull 
back." 

Hildegard  Dumper  of  Refu- 
gee Action,  which  helps  those 
already  given  official  refugee 
status,  said  most  of  their 
£950,000  a year  budget  de- 
pended on  the  Horae  Office 
grant.  “We  would  be  com- 
pletely hit.  Our  emphasis  hys 
always  been  on  working  with 
refugees  and  their  communi- 
ties so  that  they  can  be  inde- 
pendent and  make  a positive 
contribution  to  mainstream 
British  society.  Our  work 
would  be  totally  dismantled.” 
• The  United  Nations  Gen- 
eral Assembly  was  test  night 
set  to  approve  a British-spon- 
sored declaration  that 
ensures  the  UN  convention 
on  refugees  does  not  apply  to 
anyone  involved  in  terrorism, 
wrUes  Ian  Black. 

The  1951  convention  will 
now  spell  out  that  “financing, 
planning  and  inciting  terror- 
ist acts”  Is  “contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  United 
Nations.” 

Human  rights  groups  say 
the  change  raises  toe  possibil- 
ity that  someone  arriving  in 
Britain  could  be  denied  entry 
— and  thus  the  chance  of 
even  seeking  asylum  — sim- 
ply because  his  own  govern- 
ment calls  him  a terrorist. 

Isabel  Hilton,  page  9; 
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Cash  crisis  hits 
soccer  grounds 


Nick  Variey 
Sports  Correspondent 


THE  modernisation  of 
football  grounds  in  the 
wake  of  the  Hillsbor- 
ough disaster  is  to  be  put  on 
hold  because  of  a cash  crisis 
caused  by  toe  impact  of  the 
National  Lottery. 

The  Football  Trust,  the 
body  which  gives  grants  for 
ground  improvements,  will 
make  no  new  awards  after  its 
income  — based  on  pools  and 
spot-the-baU  competition  tak- 
ings — fell  from  £37  million  to 
about  £10  million  this  finan- 
cial year. 

It  means  at  least  12  lower 
division  clubs  may  not  be 
able  to  move  to  new  grounds 
as  planned. 

The  two  Premier  League 
clubs  seeking  new  grounds  — 
Southampton  and  Wimbledon 
— may  also  be  ineligible  for 
money  because  it  is  felt  lim- 
ited flmds  should  not  be  direc-  | 
ted  to  the  wealthier  dubs. 

A total  of  £8.5  million  al- 
ready allocated  to  national 1 
stadium  improvements  in 
Scotland,  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland  may  be  recalled. 

Smaller  scale  grants,  cover- 
ing three-quarters  of  more 
minor  ground  improvements 
periodically  demanded  by 
local  safety  officials,  will  be 
abolished. 

Richard  Faulkner,  deputy 
chairman  of  the  trust,  said 
the  funding  impasse  could 


mean  the  Taylor  report  into 
Hillsborough  would  only  be 
implemented  in  the  most  min- 
imal way  In  lower  divisions. 

“The  work  on  toe  Premier- 
ship is  virtually  complete  and 
the  majority  of  the  work  has 
been  done  in  the  First  Div- 
ision, but  in  Divisions  Two 
and  Three  we  have  barely 
scratched  the  surface." 

The  cash  problems  stem 
from  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Lottery  and  its  im- 
pact on  the  trust's  funding 
sources,  the  pools  and  spot- 
the-baU  competitions. 

Three  years  ago  the  trust 
which  was  set  up  after  the 
Ibrox  disaster  of  1971  and  is 
independent  of  Government 
enjoyed  an  annual  income  of 
£14  million  from  spot-the-ball 
and  £23.5  million  from  a 3 per 
cent  rebate  on  betting  duty. 

The  funds  went  towards  the 
£139  million  the  trust  contrib- 
uted to  the  £437  million  bill  to 
replace  crumbling  terraces 
with  new  all-seat  stands. 

But  the  impact  of  the  lot- 
tery has  meant  the  voluntary 
contribution  from  spot-the- 
ball  has  ended  and  pools  in- 
come has  slumped  by  more 
than  half. 

The  introduction  of  a 
weekly  lottery  draw  in  the 
New  Year  means  toe  trust  is 
preparing  for  its  income  to 
dip  under  £io  million,  while 
calculating  that  up  to  £40  mil- 
lion still  needs  to  be  spent  to 
meet  the  Taylor  report  before 
its  1999  deadline. 
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Stuart  Millar  on  teaching  machines  to  think 


Scientists  offer 
computer  with 
mind  of  its  own 


IT  IS  a debate  which  has 
troubled  philosophers  and 
scientists  since  the  dawn 
of  the  computer  age.  But 
the  prospect  of  humans 
becoming  obsolete  might 
have  moved  a step  nearer 
with  the  appearance  of  two 
pieces  of  powerful  computer 
technology  which  the  devel- 
opers claim  demonstrate 
human  traits. 

Scientists  will  unveil  Mag- 
nus. which  they  insist  has  a 
mind  of  Its  own.  at  the 
Science  Museum  in  London 
today. 

On  the  outside  it  Is  nothing 
more  than  a laptop  computer, 
but  the  development  team  at 
Imperial  College.  London, 
says  the  technology  inside  al- 
lows it  to  demonstrate  many 
of  the  elements  or  conscious- 
ness. They  claim  It  Is  con- 
scious of  its  surroundings 
and  its  existence,  and  sbows 
signs  of  being  able  to  exercise 
free  will. 

Another  scientist  has  mean- 
while claimed  that  semi-intel- 
ligent computer  programs 
roaming  the  Internet  in  the 
near  future  could  band 
together  in  artificial  societies. 

Programs  known  as  agents 
already  exist  and  are  becom- 
ing increasingly  complex. 
Users  programme  them  to 
search  the  Internet  for 
information. 

But  Jim  Doran,  of  Essex 
University,  takes  this  a step 
further.  He  believes  intelli- 
gent programs  could  exist  in- 
dependently on  the  Internet 
Like  Magnus,  they  would  act 
autonomously  using  their  ac- 


Byte  ideas 


□ When  let  loose  In  simu- 
lated “worlds”  on  the  com- 
puter. Magnus  lfnicw  objects 
to  their  names,  learning  the 
meaning  of  words. 

□ Magnus  shows  signs  of 
understanding  the  results 
of  its  actions  after  explor- 
ing these  worlds  and  learn- 
ing about  the  effect  it  can 
have  on  them.  This  suggests 
awareness  of  its  own  exis- 
tence. say  it  creators. 

G Magnus  has  been  given  a 
sense  of  hunger,  and  selects 
a piece  of  fruit  when  it  feels 
hungry,  thus  deducing  for 
Itself  the  best  course. 

□ In  a given  situation,  Mag 
□us  is  aware  of  the  many 
possible  actions  it  can  take, 
and  is  capable  of  choosing 
the  best  one  fora  specific 
purpose — suggests  ability 
to  exercise  free  wilL  - 


quired  expertise  rather  than 
being  laborious  programmed 
to  perform  their  tasks. 

There  have  been  calls  for 
government  intervention  to 
regulate  developments,  amid 
fears  about  the  power  of 
thinking  computers.  Warwick 
Collins,  a defence  expert  and 
writer,  called  for  limits  on  the 
attributes  scientists  can  give 
machines. 

Magnus  was  created  to  rev- 
olutionise understanding  of 
the  workings  of  the  human 
brain.  It  represents  the  latest 
step  forward  in  the  Oeid  of 
computer  science  known  as 


neural  networks,  which 
makes  computers  behave  as  if 
made  up  of  a collection  of 
crude  brain  cells  — neurons 
— connected  to  one  another. 

Unlike  ordinary  computers 
the  networks  are  not  pro- 
grammed but  trained  by  ex- 
ample. This  allows  them  to  ac- 
quire core  expertise,  rather 
than  simple  pre-programmed 
knowledge,  which  gives  them 
the  power  to  tackle  problems 
not  previously  encountered. 

Igor  Aleksander,  who  led 
the  research  team,  said;  “We 
wanted  to  investigate  con- 
sciousness by  building  a ma 
chine  based  on  guesses  about 
how  real  brains  might  pro- 
duce it  But  real  brains  are 
too  complicated  to  use  and 
you  can’t  easily  see  what  is 
going  on  inside  them,  with  a 
machine  you  can.” 

Professor  Aleksander  said 
the  project,  which  has  cost 
£500,000  so  far,  will  lead  to  the 
development  of  computers  far 
easier  tor  humans  to  work 
with. 

But  a leading  neuroscien- 
tist cast  doubt  cm  Magnus’s 
ability.  Steven  Rose,  of  the 
Open  University,  said:  "I 
don't  think  anyone  would 
realistically  think  that  what 
Professor  Aleksander  has  cre- 
ated is  anything  like  con- 
sciousness. It  Is  good  fUn,  but 
it  is  more  hype  than 

anything 

"Definitions  of  conscious- 
ness without  the  experience, 
history  and  social  relations 
which  shape  human  con- 
sciousness would  seem  to  be 
very  lacking  indeed.” 
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Deep  thinkers . . . Some  experts  have  called  for  limits  on  the  extent  to  which  computers  can  replicate  human  mental  processes  photomowtw*: hoger  tootm 


Mother  challenges  forced  caesarean  operation 


Clare  Dyer  on  woman’s  legal  fight  against 
hospital’s  action  under  mental  health  act 


A 29-year-old  woman 
with  no  history  of 
mental  health  prob- 
lems who  was  "sec- 
tioned” under  the  Mental 
Health  Act  and  forced  to  have 
a caesarean  operation  is  to 


challenge  judges'  power  to 
order  such  operations. 

The  south  London  woman 
who  works  in  the  health  care 
Geld  Is  one  of  two  women 
forced  to  undergo  caesarean 
operations  by  court  order 


who  have  been  granted  legal 
aid  to  challenge  the  legality  of 
their  treatment 
Eight  months  into  her  preg- 
nancy she  was  showing  signs 
of  pre-eclampsia,  a condition 
involving  high  blood  pressure 
and  swollen  ankles  which  can 
be  life-threatening  if  severe. 
Convinced  through  her  own 
medical  knowledge  that  her 
condition  was  not  that  seri- 


ous. she  revised  the  advice  of 
the  GP  whose  list  she  had  just 
joined  to  go  into  hospital  im- 
mediately to  have  the  baby. 

The  GP  called  a social 
worker  approved  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act  and  a duty 
psychiatrist  and  within  hours 
she  was  in  hospital  undo;  a sec- 
tion of  the  act  allowing  patients 
with  a mental  disorder  to  be 
treated  against  their  wHL 
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She  said:  “I  would  like  to 
think  I can  contribute  to 
avoiding  somebody  else  hav- 
ing to  go  through  this  experi- 
ence. Nothing  Is  more  private 
or  personal  than  having  a 
baby.  If  you  can’t  make  your 
own  decision  about  that,  how- 
ever odd.  If  s frightening.” 

A single  woman  who  was 
expecting  her  first  baby,  she 
planned  to  have  the  baby  at 
home.  “I  would  never  consent 
to  a general  anaesthetic.  I'm 
non-interventionist.” 

In  the  case  of  Fahima 
Chowdhury  from  Rochdale, 
Lancashire,  one  of  the  women 
granted  legal  aid,  lawyers  told 
the  judge.  Mr  Justice  John- 
son, In  a two-minute  hearing 
that  she  and  her  baby  would 
be  dead  within  the  hour  un- 
less the  operation  was  carried 
out.  Mrs  Chowdhury  had  had 
a previous  baby  by  caesarean 


and  inftistpd  she  would  rather 
die  thfln  have  another,  but 
consented  after  the  court 
order  was  made. 

In  two  cases,  including  that 
of  the  south  London  woman, 
who  does  not  want  to  be 
named,  caesarean  operations 
have  been  carried  out  under 
the  Mental  Health  Act  even 
though  the  act  only  autho- 
rises forcible  “treatment  for  a 
mental  disorder". 

Three  family  judges  wel- 
comed the  court  challenges, 
which  they  hope  will  provide 
guidance  for  judges  feeing  life 
or  death  decisions. 

Judges  are  concerned  be- 
cause tiie  rulings  seem  to  call 
into  question  the  legal  princi- 
ple that  a mentally  competent 
adult  is  entitled  to  refuse  any 
treatment  even  if  the  result 
is  certain  death.  The  Appeal 
Court  has  also  held  that  the 


unborn  child  is  not  a person 
with  rights  capable  of  protec- 
tion by  the  court 

To  sanction  an  operation 
against  a woman’s  will,  the 
judge  has  to  find,  hi  effect, 
that  she  is  not  mentally 
capable  of  taking  decisions.  In 
Mrs  Chowdhury' & case,  heard 
last  June.  Mr  Justice  Johnson 
ruled  that  the  effects  of  a pro- 
longed labour  and  drugs  ren- 
dered her  mentally  Incapable 
of  giving  a valid  refusal. 

The  south  London  woman 
initially  spent  six  hours  In  a 
psychiatric  hospital  before 
she  was  taken  to  St  George's 
hospital  in  Tooting. 

By  noon  the  next  day  she 
had  secured  a solicitor  and 
she  spelled  out  her  written 
refosal  to  consent  to  an  opera- 
tion. But  around  3pm  she  was 
told  St  George’s  Healthcare 
NHS  Trust  had  obtained  a 


court  declaration  authorising 
any  necessary  treatment. 

She  “had  no  knowledge  they 
were  seeking  to  go  to  court” 
and  saw  the  court  order 
around  4.30pm.  She  asked  for 
it  to  be  fexed  to  her  solicitor, 
but  by  5pm  she  was  being  se- 
dated for  the  operation. 

“I  found  it  particularly 
frightening  they  didn't  say 
they  were  going  to  conn.  1 
was  perfectly  capable  of  ap- 
pearing in  court-” 

Her  baby  daughter,  now 
eight  months  old.  is  “a  won- 
derful baby  and  I wouldn’t  be 
withont  her.”  She  still  be- 
lieves in  letting  nature  take 
Its  course. 

A few  days  after  the  birth 
she  saw  another  psychiatrist 
who  lifted  the  section.  “The 
consultant  psychiatrist  said 
in  my  notes  I bordered  on  the 
eccentric  but  nothing  more.” 


Remains  of  27  British  first  world  war  soldiers  to  be  reburied 


AlexBeBoe 


THE  remains  of  27  British 
first  world  war  soldiers 
discovered  by  French  build- 
ing workers  will  be  reburied 
in  a military  ceremony,  the 
Royal  British  Legion  said  last 
night 

Workers  stumbled  across 
the  bodies  on  Friday  in  a shal- 
low mass  grave  near  the  vil- 


Bishop  boycotts 
cathedra]  during 
goodwill  season 


Martin  Wainwrlflht 


A CORROSIVE  row  at  Lin- 
coln cathedral  has 
claimed  a new  victim  — the 
Christmas  celebrations. 

The  city's  bishop,  the  Rt 
Rev  Robert  Hardy,  is  to 
boycott  official  festivities 
in  protest  at  the  refusal  of 
its  divided  governing  chap- 
ter to  end  a bitter  eight 
year  quarrel.  The  bishop 
declined  to  attend  Lincoln’s 
carol  service  at  the  week- 
end and  is  not  expected  to 
officiate  over  Christmas. 

A spokesman  said  that  it 
would  be  inappropriate 
after  the  bishop's  repeated 
appeals  for  an  end  to  the 
rancorous  dispute  between 
Lincoln’s  dean,  the  Rev 
Brandon  Jackson,  and  the 
sub-dean,  the  Rev  Rex 
Davies. 

The  personal  dispute 
dates  back  to  a disastrous 
fund-raising  tour  of  Austra- 
lia by  Lincoln’s  copy  of 
Magna  Carta,  arranged  by 
Mr  Davies.  Mr  Jackson  was 
appointed  shortly  after- 
wards with  the  approval  of 
the  then  prime  minister 
Margaret  Thatcher,  a na- 
tive of  Lincolnshire. 

A woman  verger's  allega- 
tions of  sexual  misconduct 
against  the  dean  failed  Last 
year. 


lage  of  Monchy-le-Preux  in 
northern  France,  one  of  the 
war's  great  battlefields. 

The  site  of  the  grave,  be- 
lieved to  have  been  a front- 
line field  hospital.  Is  under 
guard  and  scientific  examina- 
tion to  identify  the  men  has 
begun. 

Tunic  buttons  and  shoulder 
Hashes  indicate  that  most 
were  with  the  13th  Battalion 
Royal  Fusiliers.  Some  identi- 


fication tags  have  also  been 
found. 

The  grave  bad  been  hit  by 
German  shells  during  the 
Battle  of  Arras,  disturbing  six 
of  the  bodies  and  causing  con- 
fusion over  the  number  of  sol- 
diers buried. 

Monday  saw  some  of  the 
bloodiest  action  of  the  allied 
spring  offensive  in  1917,  and 
tiie  13th  Battalion  Royal  Fu- 
siliers suffered  heavy  losses 


from  German  machine  guns. 

A spokesman  for  the  Com- 
monwealth War  Graves  Com- 
mission said:  “Whether  we 
are  successful  or  not  in  Iden- 
tifying them,  the  men  will  be 
reburied  In  a war  cemetery  in 
France. 

“The  nearest  would  be  at 
Arras  but  we  want  to  keep  the 
men  together  and  the  problem 
would  be  whether  there  are  27 
plots  there.” 
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Cull  retreat 

fails  to  ease 
beef  ban 


BRITAIN  5 


Cwm  MtcAsIdU  and 

Staptfon  Bates  In  Biunisli 


THE  European  ban  on 
British  beef  will  not 
be  lifted  in  spite  of  a 
humiliating  govern- 
ment cliojbdown  yesterday  in 
agreeing  to  an  additional  cull 
of  100,000  cattle. 

The  Agriculture  Minister, 
Douglas  Hogg,  told  the  Com- 
mons yesterday  that  even 
with  the  concession,  there 
was  no  prospect  of  the  ban  on 
exports  of  British  beef  to 
Europe  being  relaxed  for 
months.  But  European  Com- 
mission sources  hinted  yes- 
terday that  even  a & w months 
was  optimistic. 

The  manouevring  r*>Tn«»  as 
Victoria  Lowther,  aged  19,  of 
Carlisle,  Cumbria,  became 
the  13th  person  to  die  from  a 
new  strain  of  CJD,  the  human 
form  of  BSE  or  mart  cow 
disease. 

The  selective  cuH  win  cost 
£160  million  and  comes  an  top 
of  the  slaughter  of  one  mfliinn 
cattle.  The  Government’s  esti- 
mate of  the  total  cost  for  the 
handling  of  the  BSE  crisis  — 
from  March  this  year  up  until 
1998 — is  £3.2  billion. 

Labour's  shadow  agricul- 
tural minister,  Gavin  Strang, 
accused  Mr  Hogg  of  having 
totally  mishandled  the  crisis. 
Tory  Euro-sceptics  were  even 
more  scathing. 

There  were  repeated  «aUs 
for  Mr  Hogg  to  announce  a 
timetable  for  the  lifting  of  the 
ban,  but  he  told  the  Commons 
he  was  not  in  a position  to  do 
so.  He  said:  "The  House 


should  not  be  under  any  ffio- 
sion  as  to  how  quickly  a selec- 
tive cull  win  lead  ton  resump- 
tion ctf  exports.”  . • 

Since  March  this  year,  the 
Government:  has  made  sev- 
eral embarrassing  policy 
shifts,  especially  its  month- 
long non-cooperation  policy 

with.  Europe.  After  agreeing 
to  a selective  cull  at  the  Flor- 
ence European  Union  summit 
in  June,  the  Government 
reneged  an  this  in  September, 
suspending  the  cun  an  the 
basis  of  what  it  claimed  was 
new  scientific  advice.  . 

Mr  Hogg  was  forced  to  ad- 
mit yesterday  that  this  “sci- 
entific advice’’  could  no 
longer  delay  the  cun  agreed  at 
Florence.  In  a series  of  ex- 
changes, he  admitted  that  the 


reason  for  the  cull  was  politi- 
cal, to  try  to  reestablish  con- 
fidence in  British  beef 
abroad. 

He  said:  “We  have  con- 
cluded that  the  evi- 

dence Is  unlikely. to  change 
decisively  the  basis  of  the 
selective  cull  as  agreed  In  die 
Florence  agreement" 

There  is  stm  considerable 
suspicion  in  the  - European 
Commission.  Vranx  ibcMar, 
the  Agriculture  Commis- 
sioner, iiMitM  Britain,  wind1 
adhere  to  the  conditions 
agreed  In  Florence,  showing 
signs  of  irritation  as  he  an- 
nounced plans  to  set  up  an  in- 
dependent Europe-wide  food 
safety  monitoring  unit 

Britain’s  next  step  will 
have  to  be  a document  setting 
out  Its  proposals  to  tackle 
BSE,  to  be  considered  by  foe 
commission." 


Major  challenged 
over  Dublin  hint 


Michael  White 

PoHttea!  Editor 


I ABOUR  last  night  cfaal- 
p lenged  John  Major  to 
L— repudiate  Tory  Euroscep- 
tic rfaimg  that  his  Commons 
statement  on  the  ECs  Dublin 
summit  contained  a significant 
hint  that  he  may  put  outright 
British  withdrawal  on  the  po- 
litical agenda. 

Mr  Major  was  asked  by 
Robin  Cook,  the  shadow  for- 
eign secretary,  to  explain  foe 
final  paragraph  of  his 
statement. 

It  quoted  EU  Commission 
president,  Jaques  Santer,  say- 
ing last  week  that  “foe  mo- 
ment of  truth  lies  ahead.”  Mr 
Major  added:  “There  is  one 
sense  at  least  hi  which  he  is 
right  The  choices  made  will 
determine  not  only  foe  success 
and  stability  of  Europe  as  a 
whole,  but  Britain’s  relation- 
ship with  it” 

With  Tory  Euro-sceptics  like 
Sir  Tfeddy  Taylor  welcoming 
the  remark,  Mr  Cook  de- 
manded repudiation  of  anyone 
spreading  such  a “damaging” 
interpretation.  Pro-EU  MPs  in- 
sisted Mr  Major  had  effectively 


ruled  out  such  an  option  dur- 
ing other  exchanges. 

Mr  Major  told  MPs  he  had 
held  foe  line  on  key  British  de- 
mands on  the  final  tains  of  foe 
current  intergovernmental 
conference  (IGGX  the  Maas- 
tricht review  package  which 
must  be  decided  at  foe  Amster- 
dam summit  in  June. 

He  also  defimded  as  a “right 
balance”  the  compromise 
terms  cm  foe  stability  pact  for 

nmning  a single  European 

currency,  while  repeatedly 
stressing  his  doubts- about 
whether  enough  countries  will 
be  ready  to  make  it  viable  in 
1298.  As  for  the  euro-bank  note 
design,  “everyone  will  have 
their  own  views  on  these,”  he 
added  coolly. 

. At  foe  heart  of  foe  statement 
wm  his  insistence  on  the  flexi- 
bfe  development  of  Europe,  “in 
which  those  who  want  to  inte- 
grate further  in  particular 
areas  should  not  be  frustrated 
unreasonably,  although,  if 
they  wish  to  use  EU  institu- 
tions. they  can  proceed  tally 
through  unanimity.”  In  prac- 
tice that  means  be  would  use 
the  UK  veto  to  stop  use  of  EU 
budgets,  foe  Commission  and 
EU  court 


Fishermen  Paul  Hurst  with  Ms  boat  at  North  Shields ‘the  quota  system  is  a disgrace’ 


Cut-throat  battle  for  British 
stocks  as  some  fishermen 
sell  out  to  foreign  fleets 


Pstor  Hetheringten 


“T-RAW  LEHMAN  Paul 
I Horst  yesterday  chuck- 
led at  the  irony  of  John  Mar 
jot’s  predicament  over  last 
night’s  close  Commons  vote 
on  EU  fisheries  policy. 

With  Tory  Euro-sceptics 
angry  over  and 

Dutch  vessels  quota-hop- 
ping under  a convenient 
Union  flag.  British  fisher- 


men know  that  some  in 
their  midst  are  to  blame  for 

selling  ant 

While  hanling  a few 
boxes  of  codling,  haddock, 
hake  and  prawns  from  his 
vessel  Waebel  Claire  on  foe 
North  Shields  quayside,  Mr 
Hurst  wandered  how  much 
longer  he  could  keep  going 
in  the  cut-throat  North  Sea. 

Same  of  bis  friends  had 
already  taken  govai-nmant 
inducements  to  scrap  their 


vessels  in  a £53  miTKon  de- 
commissioning scheme 
which  will  see  the  UK  fleet 
cot  by  up  to  8 per  cent.  Sbr 
hundred  vessels  will  go  to 
breakers’  yards  by  the  end 
of  next  year. 

But  others  see  richer  pick- 
ings fo  cAitfng  foelr 

to  the  Spanish  In  cento 
Honi<  rrfhm  engineered  by 
middlemen  in  Britain. 
“Three  or  four  have  gone 
that  way  from  up  here”,  Mr 
Hurst  said.  “The  system  Is  a 
disgrace.  I know,  bat  once 
the  Hw»nw»  has  been  sold 
yon  can  sell  yonr  boat  on  to 
someone  else,  maybe  as  a 
pleasure  craft” 

Some  do  not  take  kindly 


to  the  of  British  fish- 
ermen oiling  the  wheels  of 
a practice  that  can  prove 
more  lucrative  than  decom- 
missioning. “You  might  get 
from  £30,060  to  £50,000  for 
scrapping  a boat  bat  by 
selling  a silence  you  can 
sometimes  make  more,” 
said  another  North  Shields 
fisherman.  “The  system  is  a 
fiddle,  »n«i  foo  many  torn  a 
blind  eye  to  it” 

The  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture estimates  that  100 
Spanish  boats  and  40  Dutch 
vessels,  all  with  British  li- 
cences, are  taking  well  over 
40  per  cent  of  foe  British 
quotas  of  hake  and  plaice 
respectively,  along  with  al- 


most 30  percent  of  foe  TIE 
monkfish  allocation. 

“Yon  don’t  have  to  be  a 
xenophobe  to  realise 
there’s  something  seriously 
wrong”,  said  Barry  Deas, 
chief  executive  of  the 
National  Federation  of 
Fishermen’s  organisations, 
which  represents  2000  ves- 
sel owners. 

After  introducing  a new 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  in 
1988  to  outlaw  foe  quota- 
hopping practice,  only  to 
find  it  declared  illegal  in 
the  European  court  two 
years  later,  Britain  now 
wants  to  renegotiate  the 
Treaty  of  Rome  to  outlaw 
many  flags  of  convenience. 


PHOTOQRAttt  RAOUL  DIXON 

Net  amounts 

□ Between  1981  and  1995, 
annual  white  fish  landings  In  UK 
fallen  by  almost  70  per  cent  to 
284,000  tonnes 

□ Values  of  fish  landed  this  yew 
likely  to  be  6 per  cent  up  on  1995 
at  approaching  £400  million — 
more  a result  of  higher  prices 
than  rising  stocks 

□ Illegally  caught  “black  fish” 
could  mean  UK  Is  exceeding  EU 
quota  by  up  to  a third — 100,000 
tonnes  annually 

□ Up  to  8 per  cent  of  UK  fleet, 
600  vessels,  being  scrapped  in 
£53  million  write-off  scheme. 

But  catches  not  falling 
corresponcfingfy 


Labour  bides  its  time  on  tabling  confidence  vote 


Michael  White  explains  the  arithmetic 
behind  delay  in  bringing  Government  down 


IF. THE  Government  man- 
ages to  stave  off  a direct 
vote  of  no  confideice  be- 
fore John  Major  calls  his  un- 
avoidable general  election 
next  spring  it  may  be  thanks 
to  Barry  Porter,  a genial 
rightwing  Tory  MP  who  died 
last  month. 

Under  guidance  from  the 
discreetly  influential  Com- 
mons clerks  foe  Home  has 
voted  to  accept  that  a seat 
which  elected  a Tory  (or 
Inboar)  remains  so  until  the 
voters  deliver  it  to  another 
party  at  a bylection. 

The  ruling  protected  foe 
Tory  majority  when  the 
“whipless  nine”  were  Ineffec- 
tually disciplined  last  year.  It 
also  protects  it  today.  Apart 
from  foe  Speaker  and  three 
deputies,  there  are  now  323 
ToryMPs  and  323  Opposition 
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MPs,  plus  Mr  Porter's  Tory 
vacancy  in  Wizral  South. 

That  flue  balance  may  mat- 
ter on  January  15  when  foe 
Commons  committee  of  selec- 
tion decides  whether  or  not 
the  Government  Is  entitled  to 
an  18-17  majority  on  foe 
standing  committee  which  ex- 
amines the  Budget  details  in 
the  Finance  BiB. 

ff  that  committee  so  decides, 
foe  Commons  itself  could  over- 
rule it  and  impose  an  18-18 
committee.  In  that  case  the 
chairman  would  break  ties  by 
voting  fix  foe  status  qua  Fine, 
if  that  means  voting  down  Op- 


ministers  cannot  carry  fheir 
own  amendments. 

At  that  point  Tony  Blair 
might  that  the  Government 
was  unable  to  drive  foe  cen- 
tral engine  of  government  — 


Peer  threatens 
rearguard 
fight  against 
Dunblane  bill 

THE  Government  was  last 
night  warned  of  fierce 
resistance  by  pro-shooting 
supporters  .as  the  Lords 
opened  debate  on  the  Fire- 
arms (Amendment)  Bill,  in- 
troduced after  the  Dunblane 
massacre. 

Crossbencher  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  protested  that  the 
banning  of  private  ownership 
of  pistols  of  more  than  23  cal- 
ibre “runs  counter  to  natural 
justice  and  does  not  represent 
a considered  response  to  the 
Dunblane  tragedy”. 

He  said  the  feet  that  there 
were  36  backbench  peers 
down  to  speak  in  the  second 
reading  debate  was  evidence 

of  the  extent  to  which  his  crit- 
icisms were  Shared.  However, 
he  said  he  would  not  press  an 
amendment  opposing  second 

reading,  saying  he  tabled  it 
“to  get  a reaction”. 

The  Home  Secretary. 
Michael  Steward,  originally 
tnjfj  the  Commons  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  an  the  stat- 
ute book  by  Christmas.  It  now 
has  no  hope  of  becoming  law 
before  February. 

The  measure’s  opponents  in 
the  Lords  wOl  have  large 
scope  to  press  their  criticisms 
and  table 'amendments  during 
foe  line-by-line  committee 
stage  expected  on  January  16 
and  21. 

Opening  foe  debate  earlier, 
foe  Home  Office  minister. 
Baroness  Blatcb  said:  “Much 
as  I deeply  regret  foe  difficul- 
ties which  gun  dubs  and  fire- 
arms dealers  are  facing,  the 
Government  doesn’t  believe 
that  their  losses  can  be  or 
should  be  underwritten  by 
the  taxpayer.” 

She  told  Lord  Strafford: 
“The  convention  of  this  House 
is 

moos 


finance.  If  David  Trimble's 
Unionist  troops  agree,  quite 
possibly  for  Ulster-ish 
reasons  of  their  own,  there 
could  be  a hurried  election  in 
late  February  or  March.., 

But  when  is  a Commons  de- 
feat a matter  of  such  impor- 
tance that  it  triggers  an  im- 
mediate vote  of  no  confidence, 
tabled  by  the  Opposition? 
The  pragmatic  answer  is. 
whenever  an  Opposition 


leader  senses  that  this  is  the 
moment  to  bring  the  Govern- 
ment down,  as  Margaret 
Thatcher  finally  did  when  ref- 
erendums  in  Scotland  and 
Wales  felled  convincingly  to 
support  Labour’s  devolution 
legislation  on  March  28  1979. 
For  the  first  time  since  1841  a 
British  government  fell  di- 
rectly on  a Commons  no  con- 
fidence vote,  311  to  310. 

The  consensus  was  that  last 


night’s  annual  debate  on  the 
Government’s  EU-driven  fish- 
eries policy  was  not  such  an 
issue-  “After  all,”  said  more 
than  one  MP,  "they  lost  this 
vote  last  December  and  just 
carried  on.” 

Early  in  Mrs  Thatcher's 
Tory  leadership,  in  March 
1976.  she  lost  a premature  no 
confidence  vote  badly,  by  297- 
280.  It  made  her  cautious,  so 
foal  the  motion  that  ousted 


Jim  Callaghan  was  actually 
tabled  by  the  Scottish  Nation- 
alists. supported  by  the 
Tories.  Mr  Blair  and  his  chief 
whip,  Donald  Dewar,  are 
showing  similar  caution. 

They  do  not  want  a Decem- 
ber election  or  even  one  in 
January.  It  would  be  unpopu- 
lar. turnout  might  be  low,  and 
they  might  get  the  blame.  Bet- 
ter to  wait  and  pounce  on  the 
gm«n  print  of  foe  Finance  BHL 


that  sent  from  the  Com- 

mons are  given  a second  read- 
ing and,  usually  in  this  House, 
without  a vote." 
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US  anti-Castro  penalties  challenged  at  summit 


Tin  Guardian  Tuesday  Pet-ember  17  1996 


Yitic 


EU  leaders  press 
Clinton  on  Cuba 


Richard  Thomas 
In  Washington 


ILL  CLINTON 
claimed  to  have 
“cleared  the  air” 
with  Europe  in  the 
row  over  United  States  trade 
sanctions  against  Cuba  and  to 
have  taken  another  step 
towards  global  free  trade  in 
talks  yesterday  with  the 
European  Commission  presi- 
dent, Jacques  Santer,  and 
John  Bruton,  Ireland's  prime 
minister  and  the  current  EU 
president. 

After  his  first  major  summit 
since  re-election,  Mr  Clinton 
said  the  US  and  Europe 
shared  the  same  aim  — pro- 
moting democracy  in  Cuba  — 
but  their  methods  differed. 

But  Mr  santar  said  that  the 
European  legal  challenge  to 
the  Helms-Burton  Act,  which 
seeks  to  punish  non-US  firms 
which  do  business  with  Cuba, 
would  proceed. 

Mr  Bruton  added:  “We  see 
this  as  an  attempt  to  impose 
US  law  outside  US  territory." 

Mr  Clinton  refused  to  say 
whether  he  would  further  de- 
lay implementation  of  the  act. 

Both  sides  welcomed  the 
progress  that  had  been  made 
to  reduce  trade  barriers,  in- 
cluding a deal  on  telecom- 
munications and  medical 
equipment  and  agreement  on 
action  against  organised 
crime. 


Cuba  is  now  the  EUs  only 
serious  bone  of  contention 
with  the  US.  Hope  of  a compro- 
mise on  Helms-Burton  — pos- 
sibly President  Clinton  agree- 
ing to  another  six-month 
waiver  of  the  act  — has  risen 
in  recent  weeks,  in  part  be- 
cause of  the  tougher  line  taken 
against  Cuba  by  previously 
sympathetic  European  states. 

Spain,  which  was  an  infoc-  1 
mal  ally  of  Fidel  Castro's , 
regime,  has  blocked  £32  mil- 1 
lion  of  short-term  loans  to  1 
Cuba  and  frozen  £L9  million  I 
of  aid  money.  Spain's  causer - 
stive  prime  minister,  Jose 
Maria  Aznar,  has  told  Havana 
to  speed  up  progress  towards 
greater  democracy. 

Yesterday’s  summit  also 
discussed  moves  towards 
1 freer  global  trade,  after  a 
1 long-awaited  deal  at  the 
World  Trade  Organisation 
(WTO)  to  cut  tariffs  on  infor- 
mation technology  and  the  US 
compromise  with  Japan  on 
cross-border  insurance  sales. 

After  the  Dublin  agreement 
on  the  economic  conditions 
required  for  country's  wish- 
ing to  adopt  the  single  cur- 
rency in  1999,  closer  links  be- 
tween the  EU  and  Narta 
(North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement)  blocs  were  also 
on  the  agenda. 

Mr  Clinton  told  his  guests 
that  the  American  economy 
was  continuing  to  grow 
strongly,  on  the  day  that  indi- 
cators showed  a sharp 


increase  in  US  growth  In 
November  while  other 
countries  gradually  edged  out 
of  recession. 

He  also  attempted  to  push 
ahead  with  the  “war  against 
international  terrorism’* 
which  he  announced  at  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Group 
of  Seven  industrialised 
nations.  The  initiative  was 
prompted  by  fear  that  crimi- 
nal syndicates  are  Riming 
free  trade  to  their  own  advan- 
tage In  drug-smuggling  and 
money  launder  tog. 

The  three  leaders  were  also 
said  to  be  discussing  China’s 
application  to  Join  the  WTO. 

Although  US  businesses  are 
keen  to  Improve  their  access 
to  l billion  Chinese  consum- 
ers, concerns  about  the  coun- 
try's human-rights  record 
and  Hong  Kong's  future  have 
slowed  down  negotiations. 

China’s  attempt  to  gain 
entry  as  a developing,  rather 
than  developed  country  — a 
status  which  increases  pro- 
tection for  state-run  indus- 
tries — is  strongly  opposed 
by  European  WTO  members. 

But  Mr  Clinton  is  anxious 
to  see  progress  as  America’s 
trade  deficit  with  China  in- 
creases, and  Mr  Clinton  was 
expected  to  put  pressure  on 
Mr  Bruton  and  Mr  Santer. 

One  US  official  tnM  the  Wait  . , . . 

Street  Journal:  “This  is  a Soldiers  inarch  In  New  Delhi  yesterday  to  marie  the  25th  anniversary  of  India’s  victory  against  Pakistan  whichled  to  i“^eP^n  . 
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chance  to  lower  trade  barri-  After  nine  months  of  fighting,  on  December  16  1971,  more  than  90,000  Pakistani  troops  surrendered  in  Dhaka.  The  show,  watched  by  tne  prune 
ers  Ul  the  fastest-growing  minister,  H.  D.  Deve  Gowda,  was  staged  against  the  wishes  of  the  foreign  ministry,  which  feared  it  might  harm  relations  with  Faras-tan 
market  in  the  world." 


Canadian  group’s  boycott 
of  Florida  gathers  pace 


UN  to  rule  on  Kuwaiti 
claim  for  Gulf  war  fires 


News  in  brief 


Somali  fighting 
fuels  war  fears 


Howard  Schneider 
hi  Toronto 


CANADIAN  student 
and  religions  groups 
are  refusing  to  take 
holidays  in  Florida  in  pro- 
test at  United  States  restric- 
tions on  trade  with  Cuba. 

Backed  by  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Students, 
religious  denominations 
and  an  array  of  other 
organisations,  the  boycott 
has  the  long-term  aim  of 
forcing  the  US  to  waive  en- 
forcement of  the  Helms- 
Burton  Act. 

“I  don’t  think  most  Cana- 
dians want  to  make  ene- 
mies with  Florida  — I don’t 
think  anybody  wants  to  do 
this,'*  said  Deborah  Chap- 
man, co-ordinator  of  the 
Boycott  Florida  Campaign. 

Last  year,  more  Canadi- 
ans than  any  other  nation- 
ality ■ — 1.7  million  — vis- 
ited Florida  and  spent . 
about  $1.3  billion  (£830  mil- ' 
lion):  money  the  campaign 
hopes  to  divert  from  wet  T- 
shjrt  contests  and  Disney 
World. 

“We  know  we  have  com- 
petition against  Mickey 
Moose’s  50th  birthday,  and 
this  Is  going  to  be  an  uphill 
battle,”  Ms  Chapman  said. 
“But  what  we  are  trying  to 
do  is  present  options  for  Ca- 
nadians. By  January  it  Is 
going  to  be  going  fall  out” 
That  is,  unless  President 
Bill  Clinton  caves  in  to  the 
boycotters  and  other  critics 
of  US  policy  by  suspending 


enforcement  of  what  many 
regard  as  an  odious,  impe- 
rialistic, arrogant  law. 

The  act  was  approved 
after  Cuba  shot  down  two 
small  civilian  planes  head- 
ing for  the  island  earlier 
this  year.  It  penalises  com- 
panies and  people  who  in- 
vest in  Cuba  and  thereby 
“traffic”  in  property  expro- 
priated by  President  Fidel 
Castro’s  government. 

The  intention  of  its 


‘We  know  we  have 
competition 
against  Mickey 
Mouse’s  50th 
birthday* 


authors.  Jesse  Helms  and 
Dan  Burton,  is  to 
strengthen  the  longstand- 
ing US  boycott  of  Cuba, 
thus  encouraging  the 
replacement  of  the  commu- 
nist government  with  dem- 
ocratic rule. 

Regardless  of  where  the 
alleged  violators  are  based, 
the  law  allows  claims  to  be 
brought  against  them  in  US 
courts,  and  they  can  be  for- 
bidden entry  to  the  US. 
Canada,  Mexico,  the  Euro- 
pean Union  and  others  have 
declared  the  measures 
meddlesome. 

Canada  argues  that  its 
open-trade  policy  is  more 
effective  In  promoting  de- 


mocracy than  the  US  trade 
embargo,  and  Washington 
has  no  right  to  police 
Canadian  companies. 

President  Clinton  has 
used  a provision  In  the  law 
to  delay  enforcement  of  its 
most  invasive  aspects  until 
January,  and  the  boycot- 
ters are  urging  btm  to  ex- 
tend the  delay. 

The  group  lias  gained  the 
support  of  trade  union,  reli- 
gions and  solidarity 
groups.  The  Anglican  Coun- 
cil of  General  Synod  ex- 
tended the  scope,  urging  its 
members  to  “consider  vaca- 
tion destinations  In  Cuba, 
the  Caribbean  or  Canada  in 
preference  to  American 
destinations". 

Church  officials  said  the 
synod  opposed  "US  policy  be- 
cause of  the  harm  it  did  to 
ordinary  Cubans,  and  be- 
cause it  interfered  with  the  ; 
Church’s  work. 

The  Canadian  Federation  1 
of  Students  Is  working 
through  its  network  of 
travel  agents  to  promote  j 
resorts  elsewhere,  explor- 1 
tog  the  possibility  of  dis- 
counted airfares  to  other 
places,  such  as  Cuba  itself. 

The  campaign  is  distribut- 
ing 20,000  "Cuba  Si.  Florida 
No, F postcards  for  Its  mem- 
bers to  send  to  Florida’s 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Fran  Conaway,  a chamber 
spokeswoman,  said  it  would 
miss  its  Canadian  visitors, 
but  added:  “The  tourism 
industry  does  not  have 
any  control  over  national 
law."  — Washington  Post 


Owen  Barnett  Jones 

In  Geneva 


THE  United  Nations 
compensation  Commis- 
sion is  expected  to  rule 
today  that  Iraq  must  pay  the 
Kuwaiti  03  Company  at  least 
$610  million  (£380  million)  to 
meet  the  costs  of  extinguish- 
ing the  oil-well  fires  started 
by  retreating  Iraqi  troops  in 
1991. 

The  company  originally 
asked  for  $950  million  com- 
pensation for  potting  out  fires 
at  more  than.  TOO  wells  after 
the  Gulf  war.  A panel  erf  three 
judges,  from  Denmark,  Leba- 
non and  Nigeria,  decided  that 
the  bulk  of  the  claim  was 
valid  but  that  around  one 
third  of  It  should  be  re-sub- 
mitted to  the  UNCC. 

A formal  decision  by  the 
UNCC’s  governing  council  to 
approve  that  recommenda- 
tion was  expected  to  go 
through  yesterday. 

But  questions  from  Egypt 
France,  Indonesia,  China  and 
Russia  resulted  in  the  govern- 
ing council  meeting  being  ex- 
tended until  today. 

The  Americans  and  the 


British,  anxious  not  to  send 
the  wrong  signals  to  Baghdad, 
want  the  compensation  ap- 
proved without  delay. 

“When  you  deal  with  fig- 
ures like  this  there  is  bound 
to  be  some  hesitation,  but  I 
think  the  payment  will  be  ap- 
proved at  this  governing 
council  meeting.”  one  West- 
ern diplomat  said. 

Kuwaiti  officials  have 
urged  the  commission  to  ap- 
prove the  claim. 

Sabika  AI  Abdul  Razz aq, 
who  is  responsible  for  co-ordi- 
nating Kuwait’s  compensa- 
tion chilms,  -said:  “This  is 
something  of  great  political 
and  psychological  importance 
for  us.  Don’t  forget  that  Ku- 
wait's oil  sector  is  the  main 
source  of  the  country's  reve- 
nues and  the  Iraqis  tried  to 
blow  it  up ." 

Under  UN  Security  Council 
resolution  966,  the  UNCC  wiH 
receive  30  per  cent  of  Iraq’s 
oil  revenues  to  flmd  compen- 
sation payments. 

The  recently  agreed  oE-for- 
food  deal  means  that  Iraqi  oQ 
exports  have  now  resumed 
and  the  UNCC  will  soon  be 
able  to  make  some  payments. 

The  UNCC’s  adjudicating 


panel  rejected  Iraqi  claims  i 
that  the  Ores  had  been  caused  , 
by  allied  bombing.  “The  bulk  I 
erf  the  oil-well  fires  were  dl- 1 
rectly  caused  by  explosives  I 
placed  on  the  well  beads  and 
detonated  by  Iraqi  armed  1 
forces."  the  panel  concluded.  1 

The  only  part  of  the  claim 
to  be  disilo wed  was  $3  mil- 
lion for  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing Kuwait's  oilfield  fire  ser- 
vice. 'Hie  panel  ruled  that  the 
Kuwaitis  would  have  had  to 
pay  for  a fire  sendee  even  if 
the  Iraqis  bad  not  set  the 
wells  alight  . 

Even  If  the  payment  is  ap- 
proved today,  it  will  be  some 
time  before  Kuwait  sees  any 
of  the  money.  The  UNCC  is 
committed  to  making  pay- 
ments to  a number  of  differ- 
ent categories  of  claimant  be- 
fore it  gets  on  to  recompensing 
corporate  losses. 

Individuals  who  suffered 
bereavement  or  personal  fi- 
nancial loss  are  the  first  in 
the  queue  and  it  will  be 
months,  or  even  years,  before 
the  UNCC  has  enough  money 
to  pay  off  the  backlog  of 
nearly  $4  billion  worth  of 
claims  which  it  have  already 
approved. 


THE  DEATH  toll  stood  at  more  than  100  yesterday  as  rival 
factions  battled  for  a third  straight  day  in  Soma!  la's  capital. 
Security  sources  said  at  least  nine  militiamen  were  killed  and 
22  wounded  in  heavy  clashes  between  the  forces  of  Hussein 
Aideed  and  Osman  Hasson  Ali  Atto  at  Mogadishu's  airport. 

More  than  80  people  died  and  at  least  its  were  wounded  at  the 
weekend,  including  50  civilians,  in  fighting  between  Mr  Ai- 
deed’s  forces  and  those  of  three  allied  factions,  raising  fears  of  3 
final  all-out  war  for  the  capital. — Reuter.  Mogadishu. 


Former  PM  may  verify  poll 


THE  FORMER  Spanish  prime  minister,  Felipe  Gonzalez,  has 
been  asked  to  lead  a European  observer  force  to  Investigate 
disputed  local  elections  in  former  Yugoslavia,  a government 
spokesman  said  yesterday.  Mr  Gonzdlez,  now  leader  of  the  Social- 
ist Party  opposition,  had  not  yet  agreed  to  lead  the  mission,  an 
official  said. 

The  Serbian  president,  Slobodan  Milosevic,  underpressure 
from  mass  dally  street  protests  at  alleged  fraud  in  the  municipal 
elections,  offered  on  Friday  to  aDow  the  Organisation  for  Security 
and  Cooperation  in  Europe  to  send  a delegation  to  investigate  the 
poU  — Reuter,  Madrid. 
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Judge  asks  Alaska  if  son 
can  keep  mother  on  ice 


Shyam  Bhatla  fen  Jerusalem 


Rtfkind  urges  Cypriots 
to  end  island  arms  race 


A TEL  AVIV  judge  is 
considering  a bizarre 
request  from  a griev- 
ing son  to  bury  his  mother 
to  ice  to  Alaska. 

The  idea  is  a compromise 
between  Moshe  Beeri' s 
wish  to  keep  bis  mother 
near  him  to  a deep  freeze 
and  the  health  and  reli- 
gious authorities’  insis- 
tence on  Miriam  Astro- 
vitz’s  body  being  buried  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

“I  love  my  mother  and 
find  it  difficult  to  pari  from 
her,”  Mr  Beeri.  aged  40,  ex- 
plained after  a court  hear-  < 
tog  on  Sunday  at  which  the 
judge  deferred  a ruling.  *T 
had  a special  relationship  1 
with  her  and  this  is  the 
only  way  to  bring  her  back 
to  life.” 

Astrovitz  died  of  cancer 
two  weeks  ago,  aged  75,  and 
ever  since  then  her  son  has  1 
been  fighting  Wolfean  Hos- . 
pltal  to  Tel  Aviv  to  let  him 
freeze  her  body  unto  medi-  i 
cal  science  is  suOUaentiy ' 
advanced  to  revive  1L  , 

The  hospital  doctors 
eventually  called  the  police  1 
when  the  distraught  son 
told  them  that  he  bad  the  | 
legal  right  to  take  his  moth- 
er’s body  and  place  it  to  the  | 
deep  freeze,  which  had  1 
been  specially  bought  for  I 
her  only  a tew  days  earlier.  1 
"The  freezing  will  pre- 1 
serve  her  memory  and  her  1 
body  ” Mr  Beeri  told  Judge  1 
Amlimn  ffinyamlnl  “My  j 

relationship  with  my 1 
mother  was  very  strong  1 
and  it  was  very  painful  for 
me  when  she  died.  Mother  | 
wanted  this  and  I had  great 
difficulty  in  parting  from 
her.” 

The  authorities  to  Tel 
Aviv  are  less  than  sympa- 
thetic. Under  Jewish  law, 
which  forbids  cremation, 
bodies  must  be  burled 
within  48  hours.  “We  come 


Chris  Drake  In  Nicosia 
and  Ian  Blade  In  London 


Malcolm  rtfkind. 
the  Foreign  Secretary, 
told  Greek  and  Turk- 
ish Cypriots  yesterday  that  It 
was  their  responsibility  to  find 
a solution  to  the  problems  of 
the  divided  Island,  and  warned 
that  greater  militarisation 
could  defeat  efforts  to  start 

peace  talks. 

Speaking  at  the  end  of  a 
brief  visit  to  Nicosia,  he  said 
the  number  of  troops  and 
weapons  on  the  Island  was 
“dangerously  high”  and  out 
of  all  proportion  to  either 
side's  defence  requirements. 

Mr  Rlf&ind,  the  first  British 
foreign  secretary  to  visit  Cy- 
prus since  independence  from 
Britain  in  I960,  brought  no 
new  initiatives  for  reuniting 
the  island,  divided  since 
Turkey  invaded  in  1974,  but 
he  offered  a 10-point  plan 
for  building  confidence. 
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“I  sense  there  is  a view  to 
both  communities  that  1997  is 
a crucial  year  which  could 
mark  radical  progress  or  be  a 
massive  lost  opportunity,"  he 
told  reporters  after  meeting 
the  Turkish  Cypriot  leader, 
BauT  Denktash. 

Outlining  his  10  points.  Mr 
Rifitind  said  the  boundaries 
of  a future  Cypriot  federation 
should  not  follow  the  present 
ceasefire  line,  and  called  an 
the  two  sides  to  take  steps  to 
encourage  mutual  confidence. 

“One  cannot  reverse  30 
years  of  disappointments  to 
an  evening,  or  a week,  or  sev- 
eral months,"  he  said. 

Mr  RlQdnd  will  be  pleased 
by  the  reception  he  was 
given:  despite  the  historic  im- 
portance of  the  occasion, 
there  were  no  protests  by 
either  community.  Most  Cyp- 
riots appeared  indifferent  to 
his  presence. 

It  is  too  early  to  call  the 
visit  a success.  After  he  left 
last  night  radio  and  televi- 
sion dissected  his  every  utter- 
ance for  hidden  meaning,  and 
Local  newspapers  will  do  the 
same  today. 

Mr  Rifitind  stood  firm  on  his 
determination  to  meet  Presi- 
dent Glafcos  derides  and  Mr 
Denktash  and  said  the  sepa- 
rate meetings  bad  given  him  a 
dearer  idea  of  the  two  sides’ 
feelings  and  aspirations. 

For  Mr  Denktash  In  partic- 
ular, entertaining  a British 
minister  to  the  Turkish  occu- 
pied north  was  a coup,  al- 
though he  criticised  British 
suggestions  that  Cyprus’s 
talks  on  accession  to  foe 
European  Union  in  1993  could 


be  used  to  persuade  Greeks 
and  Turks  to  reach  a quick 
agreement 

He  also  said  he  had  been 
ready  for  fece-tofece  talks 
with  Mr  Clerides  for  many 
TpnnthB,  as  the  international 
community  has  urged,  but  Mr 
derides  bad  refused  to  attend 
a meeting.  The  Cyprus  govern- 
ment says  it  wants  to  see  gen- 
eral progress  first  and  will  not 
join  talks  for  the  sake  of  puhlic 
appearances. 

Britain  and  foreign  powers 
are  worried  by  the 
intercommunal  violence  and 
killings  to  the  summer,  and 
by  the  Greek  Cypriots'  deter- 
mination to  buy  weapons  to 
match  those  held  on  the  Turk- 
ish part  erf  the  Island  and  the 
Turkish  mainland. 

But  Mr  Rjfkind’g  warnings 
about  these  dangers  seem  cer- 
tain to  go  unheeded. 

Alter  many  years  in  which 
the  Cyprus  problem  foiled  to 
arouse  foreign  interest,  the 
threat  of  a war  which  would 
Involve  Greece  and  Turkey, 
both  Nato  members,  has  at 
last  attracted  world  attention. 

Britain  has  been  pushed 
into  high-profile  diplomatic 
activity  in  part  by  the  United 
States’  “discovery"  of  Cyprus 
earlier  this  year  when  Wash- 
ington became  concerned 
about  Greek-Turkish  tension 
over  the  Aegean  islands. 

But  time  for  progress  is  run- 
| rung  out  unless  there  is  move- 
ment by  next  September,  any 
activity  will  be  cut  short  by 
the  Cypriot  presidential  elec- 
1 tion,  due  in  February  1998. 


Leader  comment,  page  9 


Sitting  pretty ...  Police  officers  in  their  new  £17.5  million 
headquarters  in  Hamburg  enjoy  the  benefit  of  parasols.  1 
which  have  been  installed  to  protect  staff  from  the  cold  • 
draughts  caused  by  the  afreondittoning  system 


Zaire  boycotts  summit 


THERE  was  little  hope  of  progress  on  the  problems  of  Central 
Africa  at  a summit  of  eight  leaders  in  Nairobi  yesterday  after 
Zaire  stayed  away  and  Nelson  Mandela  put  in  only  a brief 
appearance.  Zaire,  at  the  heart  of  the  conflict;  accuses  Rwanda 
and  Uganda  erf  supporting  a major  rebellion  there,  displacing  tens 
of  thousands  of  refugees. 

Mr  Mandela  staved  tally  two  hoars,  explaining  that  spurt] 
Africa’s  constitution  barred  both  him  and  the  vicepresident 
being  absent  simultaneously,  — Reuter.  Nairobi 
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No  Swiss  visa  for  Uday 


SWITZERLAND'S  foreign  ministry  said  yesterday  it  had 
received  no  visa  request  for  the  Iraqi  President  Saddam  Hussein's 
son,  Uday,  who  an  Arabic  newspaper  said  would  be  flown  to 
Switzerland  for  medical  treatment  after  being  shotlast  week. 

Al-Hayat  said  in  London  yesterday  that  Iraqi  authorities  had 
ordered  a plane  to  take  Uday  to  Switzerland  after  he  was  shat  and 
wounded  in  a Baghdad  street  on  Thursday  night.  Uday.  38,  is  to 
flmSloa  hospital  to  Baghdad.  — Reuter.  Berne. 


Death  sentence  lifted 


Moshe  Been  leaves  court  after  asking  permission  to  bury 
his  mother  In  Alaskan  ice  pwroaw^aARKAvwoirsoN 


from  the  earth  and  we 
return  to  the  earth,”  Rabbi 
Nahum  Hacohen  Kook  told 
the  judge.  “The  last  wish 
and  testament  of  the  de- 
ceased was  to  be  buried- 
While  she  was  alive  she 
bought  a burial  plot  near 
Other  members  of  her 
family.” 

Rabbi  Kook  was  sup- 
ported by  the  health  minis' 
try  representative.  Dr  Avi- 
tal  Cohen.  She  argued  it 
was  unrealistic  to  preserve 
the  body  now  because  it 
had  not  been  frozen  at  the 
time  of  death.  “This  body 


has  been  In  the  morgue  for 
more  than  12  days  and  it 
win  just  rot  If  we  wait  any 
longer,”  she  said. 

The  final  word  rests  with 
Judge  Blnyamlni,  who  says 
he  is  waiting  to  hear  from 
the  government  of  Alaska. 
If  Alaska  bans  the  entry  of 
Astrovite*s  body,  then  Mr 
Beeri  and  his  sister, 
Rachel,  say  they  will  ask 
the  judge  to  let  them  bury 
their  mother  in  the  usual 
way  — but  only  after  she 
has  been  preserved  to  form- 
aldehyde frith  a permanent 
cover  of  ice. 


A SOUTH  Korean  appeal  court  yesterday  commuted  the  death 
sentence  on  the  former  president,  Chun  Doohwan.  mastermind  erf 
the  Kwangju  massacre,  to  life  imprisonment. 

_ Ic®!1  ^ourt^ ako cut  tbs, jaO. term of  Chun’s successor, 

"“"I™6'  fro®  22*6  to  IT  years,  reduced  sentences  on  generals 
ueato  the  events  and  let  five  tycoons,  inciodlng  the  head  of 
Daewoo,  walk  free  fram  bribery  charges.  — Reuter,  Seoul 


OMy  cottage,  once 

surrounded  by  noisy  birds, 
now  lies  inside  a branch 


now  lies  inside  a branch 
of  Tesco’s,  right  next  to 
the  delicatessen  counter. 

Armando  lanucci 
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Bannisters  were  added  to  the  Brazilian  hardwood-covered  steps  leading  to  the  library  at  the  insistence  of  the  director,  after  he  reportedly  slipped  in  rainy  weather 


he  arch  at  La  Defense.  Today, 
the  last  and  most  expensive  of 
President  Francois  Mitter- 
rand’s  building  projects  — 
four  glass  towers  housing  the 
French  National  Library  — 
will  be  inaugurated  in  Paris. 

But  the  official  opening  by 
President  Jacques  Chirac  this 
afternoon  has  already  been 
overshadowed  by  criticism 
that  the  £1  billion  Bibliothd- 
que  Francois  Mitterrand,  as  it 
will  be  named.  Is  a Pharaonic 
project  out  of  its  time. 

Eight  years  in  the  making 
and  constructed  near  Gare 
d’Austeriitz  on  the  left  hank  of 
the  Seine,  it  is  a much-needed 
replacement  for  the  Bibliothd- 
que  de  France  in  central  Paris, 
which  houses  between  10  and 
12  million  books. 

These  will  gradually  be 
transferred  to  the  new  glass 
and  hardwood  structure,  de- 
signed by  Dominique  Per- 
rault,  a French  architect  aged 
43,  and  expected  to  accommo- 
date 10,000  readers  six  days  a 

While  the  building  will 
bring  new  life  to  the  13th  dis- 
trict — a former  industrial 
area  with  much  wasteland 
and  boarded-up  shops  — load 
residents  claim  it  is  not  the 
natural  home  for  the  library. 
They  also  say  that  public 
transport  provision  — even- 
tually to  include  Paris's  14th 
metro  line  — should  have 
been  completed  by  now. 

Gerard  Conte,  a local  histo- 
rian aged  64,  who  has  fought 
the  gentriflcation  of  the  area 


since  he  moved  there  37  years 
ago,  said;  “This  was  the  in- 
dustrial heartland  of  Paris  — 
the  place  the  Germans  were 
stm  bombing  when  de  Gaulle 
arrived.  It  is  where  Panha rd 
created  the  first  petrol-driven 
car  in  1891,  and  which  was 
home  to  the  world's  biggest 
sugar  refinery.” 

But  others  praise  the  li- 
brary's arrival,  like  the 
owner  of  the  recently 
spruced-up  Europe  Cafe, 
doing  a busy  trade  yesterday 
in  pastis  for  the  builders  put- 
ting final  touches  to  the  li- 
brary. "My  cafo  has  been 
transformed  from  a refuge  for 
people  who  spent  three  hours 
over  a beer  to  a brasserie 
with  a brisk  trade.” 

The  library  itself  — four  21- 
storey  towers  built  to  repre- 
sent open  books  at  each  cor- 
ner of  a vast  square  — has 
been  controversial  since  it 
was  conceived. 

After  critics  pointed  to  the 
danger  of  exposing  priceless 
books  to  sunlight.  Mr  Per- 
rault  modified  his  design,  ex- 
tending the  storage  areas 
under  ground  and  lining  the 
inside  of  the  towers  with 
hardwood  shutters. 

Hardwood  from  Brazil  was 
also  used  to  cover  the  steps 
leading  to  the  library.  After 
he  reportedly  slipped  on  the 
steps  during  a rainy  day  ear- 
lier this  year,  the  library’s  di- 
rector. Pierre  Favier,  insisted 
that  bannisters  be  installed. 

Visitors,  who  wOl  be  admit- 
ted from  Friday  in  return  for 
an  entrance  fee  of  Fr20  (£L3S), 
will  be  met  by  a luxurious  in- 
terior. including  deep-pile  red 
carpets  and  1.697  "reading 
stations”.  These  feature 


power  points  for  laptop  com- 
puters, chairs  costing  £235and 
reading  lights  allegedly  cost- 
ing £820  each. 

Intellectuals  argue  that 
safeguarding  the  country’s  lit- 
erary heritage  has  taken 
second  place  to  architectural 


whims.  The  writer  Marc  Fu- 
mamii  said:  “It  would  have 
been  better  to  extend  the  pres- 
ent site  in  central  Paris  by 
buying  surrounding  build- 
ings. But  we  bad  a president 
who  wanted  the  biggest  li- 
brary in  the  world." 


The  historian  Emmanuel 
Le  Roy  Ladurie  believes  the 
new  site  will  create  short- 
term problems  because 
researchers  will  not  have  ac- 
cess to  their  specially-de- 
signed reading  area  until  the 
summer  of  1998.  "No  one  win 


know  where  all  the  books  are 
for  a while.  However,  when  it 
is  up  and  running  the  com- 
puterised indexing  system 
will  be  second  to  none.” 

A problem  remains  over  the 
funding  of  the  estimated 
£ll0milllon-a-year  running 


cost  Writers  have  called  for 
annual  acquisitions  to  be  in- 
creased, while  the  finance 
ministry  wants  them  reduced. 

Philippe  Bflaval,  the  direc- 
tor-general of  the  library, 
said:  "The  Library  of  Con- 
gress in  Washington  acquires 


200,000  new  books  a year  and 
the  British  Library  100,000. 
Our  maximum  has  been  set  at 
98,000.  My  problem  is  trying 
to  "wi”  the  finiinro  ministry 
understand  that  at  some 
point,  culture  and  politics 
cannot  mix.” 


The  Bibliotheque  Frangois 
Mitterrand  will  be  inaugurated 
today,  but  locals  and  many 
intellectuals  are  unhappy,  writes 

Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 


FIRST  there  was  the 
pyramid  at  the  Lou- 
vre. then  the  circular 
opera  house  at  Bas- 
tille and  the  futuris- 


Paris  seeks  EU  role  in  economies 


John  Palmer  In  Brussels 


FRANCE  and  other 
European  Union 
countries,  buoyed  by 
their  success  in  Dub- 
lin at  the  weekend  in  prepar- 
ing the  single  currency  for 
launch  in  two  years’  time,  are 
now  canvassing  support  for  a 
"European  economic 
government". 

They  want  governments  in 
the  monetary  union  to  take 
decisions  on  key  economic 
issues,  including  tax  and 
spending,  and  so  act  as  a 
counterweight  to  the  power  of 
the  planned  European  central 
bank. 

i President  Jacques  Chirac 
believes  that  the  governments’ 
finance  ministers  could  meet 
regularly  to  plan  strategy  on 
economic  growth  and  jobs. 
Britain  or  other  EU  countries 
Opting  out  of  the  single  cur- 
rency would  be  excluded. 

■ The  French  proposal  will  be 
viewed  with  great  suspicion 
by  Britain,  which  already  op- 
poses suggestions  that  the 


single-currency  countries 
might  form  a caucus  within 
the  Council  of  Ministers. 

Although  Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl  strongly  backs  eco- 
nomic action  to  support  the 
single  currency,  he  fears  a 
rival  centre  of  political  power 
might  undermine  the  author- 
ity of  the  central  bank. 

"In  a forum  which  has  yet 
to  be  determined,  the  Council 
of  Ministers  and  the  council 


than  expected  would  qualify 
for  the  single  currency  in 
1999.  He  believes  this  will 
make  it  more  difficult  for 
Bonn  to  reject  a ministerial 
council  of  countries  partici- 
pating in  monetary  union. 

The  stability  pact  agreed  at 
the  summit  it  clear 

that  a majority  vote  of  the 
single-currency  countries, 
and  not  all  IS  EU  members, 
would  decide  on  sanctions 


countries.  They  might  agree 
more  far-reaching  common 
economic  policies  and  pro- 
vide a framework  within 
which  the  central  bank  would 
run  monetary  policy. 

“We  do  need  some  kind  of 
‘economic  governance'  for 
Europe  as  we  prepare  for  the 
single  currency  era,”  a senior 
Belgian  government  official 
said.  “It  is  vital  that  we  have 
a strong  economic  pillar  as 


‘We  do  need  some  kind  of  “economic  governance”  for 
Europe  as  we  prepare  for  the  single  currency  era* 


of  beads  of  state  and  govern- 
ment of  the  countries  which 
are  in  the  euro  will  constitute 
this  power  opposite  the  cen- 
tral bank,"  President  Chirac 
said  last  weekend  in  Dublin. 

Although  he  claimed  there 
was  “broad  support"  for  the 
idea  of  a political  bloc  of  single- 
currency countries,  nothing 
was  agreed  at  the  summiL 

The  French  president  also 
predicted  that  more  countries 


against  countries  breaking 
monetary  union  rules. 

Under  the  rules,  govern- 
ments would  remain  respon- 
sible for  tax  and  public  spend- 
ing, which  could  only  be 
passed  at  EU  level  with  unan- 
imous support 

The  French  government, 
among  others,  seems  to  be  en- 
visaging closer  day-today  co- 
ordination of  macro-economic 
policy  by  the  euro  group  of 


Leader’s  surrender  sets 
back  Corsican  separatists 


Alex  Duval  Smith  In  Paris 


ABONNTE  and  Clyde  ad- 
venture — Corsican- 
style  — came  to  an 
abrupt  end  yesterday  when 
the  island's  most  infamous 
separatist  leader  gave  him- 
self up  within  hours  of 
police  thwarting  his  girl- 
friend’s getaway. 

Frangois  Santoni.  leader 
of  the  A Cuncolta  Naziuna- 
Usta  movement,  reportedly 
left  the  brushland  where  he 
had  been  living  for  months 
and  surrendered  to  the 
police  in  Bastin. 

Marie-Helenc  Mattel,  his 
girlfriend,  had  been  ar- 
rested earlier  at  Bastia  air- 
port by  terrorism  Investi- 
gators. The  interior 
ministry  said  a pomp- 
action  shotgun  and  a bullet- 
proof vest  were  found  in 
Miss  Mattel’s  home. 

The  arrest  is  a significant 
breakthrough  for  the  gov- 
ernment. which  argues  that 
the  Corsican  independence 
movement  is  a mafia  front. 

Miss  Mattel,  a lawyer 
who  specialises  in  defend- 
ing separatists  and  Is  secre- 
tary-general of  A Cuncolta 
— the  official  arm  of 
the  banned  Historical  Wing 
of  the  Corsican  National 
Liberation  Front  (FLNC- 
CH)  — was  arrested  in  con- 
nection with  a bomb  attack 
last  Thursday  against  the 


island’s  Sperone  golf  club. 

The  attack,  which  did  not 
cause  any  casualties, 
prompted  the  owner  of  the 
golf  club.  Jacques  Dewez, 
to  give  police  details  of 
extortion  attempts  by  A 
Cuncolta. 

He  is  believed  to  have 
named  Miss  Mattel  as  an 

intermediary. 

Significantly  — because  it 
Is  almost  unheard  of  In  Cor- 


Chiracmadeit 
clear  that  he 
disapproved  of 
negotiations 


sica  for  extortion  victims  to 
go  to  the  authorities  — Mr 
Dewez's  move  allowed  the 
police  to  arrest  six  people 
and  launch  a hunt  for  Miss 
Mattel. 

The  police  action  fol- 
lowed a television  promise 
by  President  Jacques 
Chirac  last  Thursday  to 
order  a clampdown  on  Cor- 
sican separatists.  President 
Chirac  made  it  clear  that  he 
disapproved  of  government 
negotiation  with  the  sepa- 
ratists — a common  ap- 
proach in  the  last  20  years 
of  violence  on  the  lsland- 

A Conculta  is  one  of  three 
separatist  groups  on  the 


island.  The  tourism  indus- 
try has  suffered  extensively 
from  repeated  bombing 
campaigns  against  holiday 
villages  and  public 
buildings. 

Mr  Santoni,  who  is  not 

believed  to  be  wanted  In 
connection  with  the  attack 
on  the  golf  club,  had  been 
on  the  run  for  more  than  a 
year  after  being  sentenced 
in  absentia  to  four  months* 
jail  on  arms  possession 

charges. 

He  appeared  in  a televi- 
sion interview  on  Friday, 
urging  talks  with  President 
Chirac. 

Corsica  has  been  indepen- 
dent for  only  three  years  in 
its  history. 

Daring  the  Mediterra- 
nean naval  wars,  its  strate- 
gic position  meant  it 
changed  hands  frequently, 
and  for  a short  time  in  the 
18th  century  it  was  British. 

After  It  became  French 
during  the  Napoleonic 
wars,  the  Corsican  people 
were  subjected  to  years  of 
discrimination  and  pauper- 
ising policies. 

The  oppression  — includ- 
ing bans  on  speaking  the 
Corsican  language  — con- 
tinued until  the  1970s. 

While  separatist  groups 
remain  active,  none  Is  now 
calling  for  Independence. 
Last  year  President  Chirac 
created  a special  tax  states 
for  Corsica. 


well  as  a strong  monetary  pil- 
lar for  EMU.” 

Although  the  new  central 
bank  alone  will  decide  mone- 
tary policy,  governments  in 
the  Council  of  Ministers  will 
remain  individually  and  col- 
lectively responsible  for  eco- 
nomic strategy,  including 
growth,  employment  infla- 
tion. tax  and  public  spending. 

“There  is  a great  deal  of 
confusion  about  public  spend- 


News  in  brief 


fog,”  a Commission  official 
said.  "The  Maastricht  treaty 
puts  a strict  limit  on  budget 
deficits  but  this  is  not  neces- 
sarily inconsistent  with  a 
high  level  of  public  spending 
— as  the  case  of  Denmark 
among  others  shows. 

"It  Is  not  easy  to  see  what 
kind  of  institution  the  French 
president  has  in  mind.  We  be- 
lieve the  forum  for  economic 
decisions  should  be  the  Coun- 
cil of  Finance  Ministers,  not 
some  new  grouping  outside 
the  EU  institutions." 

The  action  to  counter  un- 
employment promised  at  the 
summit  is  tittle  more  than  a 
collection  of  measures  al- 
ready agreed  by  the  15  EU 
countries.  But  the  issue  of 
jobs  Is  going  to  remain  a polit- 
ical priority  in  the  run-up  to 
the  single  currency. 

“It  is  very  significant  that, 
with  little  public  attention, 
the  EMU  stability  pact  has 
now  been  renamed  the 
growth  and  stability  pact” 
one  EU  diplomat  said.  "This 
is  what  a stronger  economic 
pillar  to  EMU  is  an  about” 


Israei-PLO 
talks  resume 

Israel  and  the  PLO  resumed 
talks  yesterday  on  an  Israeli 
troop  redeployment  from  He- 
bron, signalling  an  easing  of 
tension  over  settlements  and 
shootings. 

Three  former  US  secretar- 
ies of  state  and  five  other  for- 
mer American  officials  urged 
Israel  in  a letter  to  refrain 
from  expanding  Jewish 
settlements. 

The  letter  was  signed  by 
the  former  secretaries  of  state 
James  Baker,  Lawrence 
Eagleburger  and  Cyrus  Vance 
along  with  former  senior 
government  officials  Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski,  Frank  Car- 
lnctri,  Brent  Scowcroft,  Rich- 
ard Fairbanks  and  Robert 
Strauss.— Reuter. 

Minister  quits 

The  Norwegian  oil  and  ener- 
gy minister,  Grete  Faremo, 
resigned  yesterday  In  a scan- 
dal over  the  national  intelli- 
gence service's  surveillance 
of  a leftwing  politician.  Serge 
Furre.  — Reuter. 

Life  for  killer 

Charles  Rathbun,  aged  99,  a 
freelance  photographer,  was 
jailed  for  life  in  Torrance,  Cal- 
ifornia, yesterday  without 
possibility  of  parole  for  kill- 
ing a former  National  Foot- 
ball League  cheerleader, 
Linda  Sobek.  ■—  AP. 

Neo-Nads  in  court 

Five  Swedish  neo-Nazis  were 
each  jailed  for  two  months  in 
Trollhattan  yesterday  for  In- 


citing racial  hatred  when 
they  took  part  in  a ceremony 
to  commemorate  the  death  of 
Adolf  Hitler's  deputy;  Rudolf 
Hess.— Reuter. 

Blast  victim 

A car  bomb  exploded  yester- 
day outside  the  home  of  Juan 
Gamez  Martinez,  a prominent 
opposition  leader,  in  Medel- 
lin, Colombia,  VflRng  a neigh- 
bour and  miming  48  people. 
Before  the  explosion,  police 
guarding  the  house  and  the 
men  who  planted  the  bomb 
were  engaged  in  a lengthy 
gunhattk.— AP. 

Colonel  escapes 

Colonel  Muhammed  Marwa, 
one  of  the  closest  aides  of  Ni- 
geria's military  ruler  General 
Sanl  Abacba,  narrowly  es- 
caped a bomb  attack  as  he 
was  driving  along  a road  in 
Lagos  yesterday.  — Reuter. 

Hostage  dispute 

Chechen  gunmen  who  took  22 
Russian  troops  hostage  were 
holding  out  for  an  apology 
yesterday  while  Russian  and 
Chechen  officials  tried  to 
restive  the  dispute.  The  Rus- 
sian soldiers  were  captured  at 
their  guard  poet  after  trying 
to  prevent  about  40  Chechens 
from  taking  weapons  across 
the  border  to  Dagestan. — AP. 

'Godfather9  jailed 

A court  in  Toulon,  France, 
jailed  Maurice  Arreckx,  aged 
79,  a former  political  boss  who 
liked  to  be  called  “the  God- 
father", for  two  yean  yester- 
day on  charges  of  taking  kick- 
backs  on  a construction 
contract.  — Reuter. 


Serbs’  spirit  of  protest  fails 
to  shake  off  taint  of  the  past 


Julian  Borg er  reports  on  the  democracy 
party  which  opposes  President  Milosevic 
but  shares  his  nationalist  obsessions 


ONE  partied  with  Rado- 
van Karadzic  at  the 
height  of  the  war  and  is 
stQl  evasive  on  the  subject  of 
Bosnian  Serb  war  crimes;  the 
other  heads  a Serb  nationalist 
part;  which  once  had  its  own 
paramilitary  wing. 

Zoran  DjindJlc  and  Vuk 
Draskovic,  the  leaders  of  Ser- 
bia’s democracy  movement, 
are  compromised  by  flirta- 
tions with  the  extreme  right, 
and  their  politics  mirror  a na- 
tionalist streak  in  Belgrade's 
civil  rights  protests. 

Along  with  the  anti-govern- 
ment slogans,  there  are  ar- 
chaic Serb  wnhiwns  and  tra- 
ditional two-flnger-and- 
thumb  salutes  — symbols 
which  accrued  horrific  con- 
notations in  the  Bosnian  war; 

Government  officials  have 
been  quick  to  draw  attention 
to  this  aspect  of  the  protests. 
Ljubisa  Ristic,  a member  of 
the  ruling  leftwing  coalition, 
portrayed  them  as- a "cetnik 
[ultra-nationalist  Serbl  as- 
sault on  Belgrade”.  The  com- 
parison serves  to  reinforce 
the  Image  of  President  Slobo- 
dan Milosevic  as  the  'sole 
guarantor  of  the  Dayton 
peace  accord  in  Bosnia. 

But  most  independent  com- 
mentators in  Belgrade  main- 
tain that  protesters'  national- 
ism is  a residue  of  the 
Milosevic  regime,  which 
spent  years  stirring  up 
xenophobia. 

Only  by  establishing  a free 
press,  open  debate  and  the 
rule  of  tee  law  — tee  argu- 
ment runs  — can  Serbia  and 
the  rest  of  the  Balkans  "grow 
out”  of  ethnic  chauvinism. 

On  the  Belgrade  streets, 
where  a samizdat  press  circu- 
lates, there  are  already  signs 
of  change.  On  Friday  night, 
tens  of  thousands,  of  protest- 
ers held  a minute's  silence  for 
an  pfonic  Mhsmian  teacher 
killed  by  the  police  In  the  Kos- 
ovo region.  Such  a gesture 
would  have  been  unthinkable 
before  the  protests  began. 

But  a defensive  sense  of 
national  identity  remains  — a. 
belief  that  the  world  Is  united 
against  the  Serbs.  Protesters 
demanding  free  local  elec- 
tions are  often  reluctant  to 
condemn  a murderous  and 
repressive  Serb  regime  in 
Bosnia,  only  three  hours’ 
drive  away. 

Srboljub  Bozo  vie,  a theol- 
ogy student  on  the  daily 
marches  through  Belgrade,  is 
a fan  of  Radovan  Karadzic, 
the  Bosnian  Serb  wartime 
leader.  His  reasoning  is 
simple:  “Karadzic  is- against 
Milosevic.  I support  him  be- 
cause of  that” 


Nationalism  has  undoubt- 
edly become  a burden  for  the 
Zajedno  opposition  coalition, 
which  now  sees  international 
pressure  as  the  main  hope  of 
a breakthrough  against  gov- 
ernment repression. 

Liberal  visitors  from 
abroad  are  regularly  charmed 
by  Mr  DjlncUic,  the  urbane.' 
Western-educated  leader  of 
the  Democratic  Party,  when 


Zoran  DjindJlc;  at  party 
with  Radovan  Karadzic 

he  talks  about  establishing 
the  rule  of  law  and  opening 
the  door  to  investment 

But  foreign  guests  wince 
when  the  conversation,  shifts 
to  Bosnia.  Mr  XSlndjlc  played 
the  nationalist  card  during 
the  war,  attending  a barbecue 
with  Mr  Karadzic  after  Nato 
air  strikes  in  1994. 

He  is  unrepentant.  “Any 
politician  in  Serbia  had  to 
show  solidarity  with  the  Bos- 
nian Serbs  during  the  war.  ft 
is  not  our  choice  who  their 
leaders  are.”  he  said. 

When  it  comes  to  the  extra- 
dition of  suspected  war  crimi- 
nals such,  as  Mr  Karadzic,  Mr 


Dj  indiic  seems  unlikely  to 
perform  any  better  than  Pres- 
ident Milosevic,  who  has  so 
far  failed  to  deliver  any  of  the 
suspects,  in  dear  contraven- 
tion of  the  Dayton  accord. 

"The  procedure  is  not  en- 
tirely clear,”  Mr  DjindJlc 
said.  “What  are  the  criteria 
for  the  indictments,  for  exam- 
ple? 1 have  a real  problem 
with  these  questions,  so  1 
can’t  give  a dear  answer.” 

Mr  Draskovic,  Zajedno’s 
second  leading  figure,  has 
consistently  condemned  the 
actions  of  tee  Bosnian  Serb 
leadership.  But  his  Serbian 
Renewal  Movement  was  one 
of  the  crucibles  of  militant  na- 
tionalism at  the  start  of  the 


war.  Its  paramilitary  wing, 
flip  Serbian  Guard,  marched 
off  to  fight  in  Croatia  in  1991. 

Horrified  at  tee  violence  he 
helped  unleash,  he  disowned 
tee  soldiers  and  converted  to 
pacificism,  although  he  still 
wallows  in  Serb  romanticism 
and  is  reportedly  obsessed 
with  rehabilitating  tee  war- 
time cetnik  leader  Draza 
Mihajlo  vie. 

Stojan  Cerovic,  a columnist 
on  tiie  independent  Vrems 
magazine,  has  criticised  bote 
leaders  for  their  nationalist 
posturing.  But  he  concedes  it 
that  would  be  impossible  for  a 
broad-based  reform  move- 
ment to  ignore  nationalist 
sentiment  in  a society  sub- 
jected to  years  of  nationalist 
propaganda. 

He  points  out  that  tee  only 
Zajedno  leader  to  have 
remained  aloof  from  national- 
ist  politics,  Vesna  Pesic,  has 
seen  her  Civic  Alliance 
wither  to  a narrow  circle  of 
urban  intellectuals. 

Serbia's  nationalists  and 
democrats  were  Hung  to- 
gether by  the  regime’s  own 
ideological  zig-zags.  After  six 
years  of  promoting  rabid  Serb 
nationalism.  President  Milo- 


sevic ditched  his  gun-toting 
profog&  in  1993  when  he  be- 
lieved Serb  war  aims  could  be 
pursued  no  further. 

Stevan  Nikslc,  a commenta- 
tor on  Nln  magazine,  thinks 
Mr  Djlsdjic’s  fling  with  the 
Bosnian  Serbs  represented 
opportunism  rather  than 

ideological  inclination. 

“Djindjic  is  dose  to  Clin- 
ton, as  a postmodern  politi- 
cian. He  really  believes  in 
nothing,”  he  said.  Unsurpris- 
ingly many  students  — the 
vanguard  of  .Zajedno’s  sup- 
port—are  confused. 

"The  TV  said  the  (Bosnian 
Kerb  leaders]  were  great  pat- 
riots, then  suddenly  they 
were  war  criminals,"  Pu- 
san Popcrvic,  a student  leader. 
"When  democracy  arrives  In 
Serbia  [and]  everyone  has  the 
right  to  speak,  these  tidnis 
wBl  be  worked  out  National- 
ism will  be  lost  when  people’s 
pockets  are  fhH  and  they  can 
go  abroad.” 
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When  posturing  rules 

They  don’t  govern:  just  cringe  to  Europhobes 


YESTERDAY  showed  just  why  British 
policy  towards  Europe  will  now  remain 
permanently  paralysed  as  long  as  there 
is  a minority  Conservative  government 
The  Westminster  agenda  was  domi- 
nated by  three  grim  Europe- related  en- 
counters. which  individually  and  cu- 
mulatively sap  the  Tories'  credibility  to 
speak  for  Britain.  First  the  Prime  Min- 
ister reported  back  from  the  Dublin 
summit  and  was  promptly  forced  to  run 
the  usual  deadening  gauntlet  of  Euros- 
ceptic backbench  hostility.  Then,  Doug- 
las Hogg  announced  a humiliating 
change  of  policy  over  the  BSE  cattle 
cult  Finally,  last  night  the  annual  de- 
bate on  the  common  fisheries  policy 
was  heading  towards  yet  another  close 
division,  with  ministers  frantically  ap- 1 
plying  sticking  plaster  concessions  to 
keep  their  vote  together.  The  whole  i 
process  was  made  visibly  more  difficult , 
by  the  arrival  in  the  Commons  of  the , 
latest  Labour  MP.  the  victor  of  last 
week's  Barnsley  East  byelection. 

Of  these  three  events,  by  far  the! 
meatiest  was  Mr  Hogg’s  about-face  on ; 
the  beef  cuUL  Six  months  ago  at  Flor- 
ence, the  Government  claimed  that  it 
had  struck  a deal  which  would  lead  to 
the  progressive  lifting  of  the  beef  export  | 
ban  by  November.  Today,  November 
has  been  and  gone,  and  yet  not  a single 
clause  of  the  beef  ban  has  been  lifted  or 
varied  since  Florence.  That  was  why 
Mr  Hogg  had  to  come  to  the  Commons 
yesterday  and  announce  the  selective 
cull  that  the  Government  has  always 
previously  argued  was  unnecessary 
and  unjustifiable.  It  was  a shocking 
announcement  in  every  way.  Mr  Hogg 
condemned  a further  100,000  cattle  to 
slaughter  yesterday.  It  was,  the  agricul- 
ture secretary  confessed,  not  a scien- 
tific decision  but  a political  one.  That  is 
disturbing  enough  in  itself!  But  what  is 
even  more  serious  is  that  it  should  have 
taken  so  long  to  face  up  to  the  need  for 
this  unsavoury  approach.  It  was  obvi- 


Boeing  bids  to  rule  the  skies 

The  Airbus  could  fight  back:  but  it  must  get  its  act  together 


THE  merger  of  Boeing  — the  largest 
manufacturer  of  civilian  aircraft  — 
with  the  military  might  of  McDonnell 
Douglas  creates  a planemaker  of  awe- 
some potential  which  has  ominous  im- 
plications for  Europe.  While  the  ED  has 
been  preoccupied  with  convergence  cri- 
teria for  the  euro,  the  US  has  been 
regrouping  its  industries  — like  tele- 
communications and  aerospace  — in 
order  to  exploit  the  opportunities  of 
globalisation.  Europe  must  realise  that, 
however  important  it  is  to  agree  a 
“strong”  currency,  it  is  even  more  im- 
portant to  strengthen  the  region’s 
wealth-creating  base  without  which  no 
currency  will  ever  be  strong.  While  US 
planemakers  are  positioning  them- 
selves for  the  next  century,  Europe’s 
Airbus  consortium  can't  even  agree  on 
the  shape  of  the  company.  The  British 
and  German  stakeholders  want  to  es- 
cape from  the  bureaucratic  structure  in 
which  each  partner  is  guaranteed  work. 
But  France  is  refusing  to  allow  Aero- 
spatiale’s assets  to  he  put  into  the  new 
limited  company  that  is  supposed  to 
make  Airbus  more  competitive. 

Europe  can’t  allow  itself  the  luxury  of 
a long  debate  on  whether  Airbus  should 
be  independent  and  whether  it  should 
have  a joint  military-civilian  capability 
like  Boeing  (though  why  not?).  It  must 
get  its  act  together  now  or  be  swamped 
in  the  marketplace  — presuming  the 
anti-trust  authorities  don’t  spoil  the 
party.  Boeing  not  only  takes  over  Mc- 
Donnell’s customer  base  (to  add  to  its  60 
per  cent  world  market  share)  but  the 


I deal  removes  McDonnell  as  a possible 
i collaborator  with  Airbus  on  file  next 
generation  of  550-plus  jumbos.  Unless 
, Europe  gets  its  act  together,  Boeing  will 
have  a complete  monopoly  of  the  next 
generation  of  large  planes  — a point 
which  ought  not  to  be  lost  on  the  US 
anti  trust  authorities.  The  Airbus  pro- 
ject has  been  a resounding  physical,  if 
not  yet  financial,  success  story.  From  a 
standing  start  it  now  has  over  20  per 
cent  of  the  world  market  in  an  ad- 
vanced-technology sector.  In  this 
instance,  it  has  happened  not  because 
of  market  forces  but  because  of  old- 
fashioned  government  intervention. 
Now  things  have  got  to  change  — and 
fast  Ownership  doesn’t  in  the  end  mat- 
ter much,  but  structure  and  flexibility 
do.  The  consortium  must  turn  itself 
quickly  into  a single  company  in  con- 
trol of  as  many  manufecturing  opera- 
tions as  it  would  like,  and  free  to 
streamline  the  corporation  to  maximise 
efficiency,  even  if  this  means  that  allo- 
cation of  contracts  is  no  longer  done  by 
buggins  turn.  The  splintered  nature  of 
the  Airbus  operation  suggests  that 
there  may  he  lots  of  cost  savings  that 
can  be  made  to  meet  the  challenge  of 
Boeing.  The  consortium  must  also  ur- 
gently seek  new  partners,  probably  in 
file  Ear  East,  to  ensure  there  is  an 
effective  second  force  to  Boeing  — 
which  in  future  will  have  access  to  even 
more  defence  subsidies.  Otherwise  air- 
craft buyers  will  find  themselves  at  the 
mercy  of  a monopolist  That  means  only 
one  thing.  Higher  prices. 


Sweetening  the  bitter  lemons 

There  is  a solution  to  the  Cyprus  problem:  mediation  is  vital 


MALCOLM  Rifkxnd  should  not  arouse 
such  instant  cynicism  for  having  sped 
to  Cyprus  and  back  with  a new  10-point 
plan.  True,  his  plan  is  based  on  fine 
platitudes  and  his  “two-day  visit”  is 
really  an  overnight  stay.  But  to  suggest 
that  Mr  Rifidnd  seeks  to  win  Cypriot 
votes  in  north  London  by  his  initiative 
is  naive.  The  Greek  Cypriots  will  be 
outraged  that  he  is  the  first  British 
foreign  secretary  to  set  foot  in  northern 
Cyprus  since  the  armed  takeover  in 
1974;  the  Turkish  Cypriots  will  suspect 
him  of  trying  to  revive  an  did  sphere  of 
influence.  He  will  not  win  many  votes 
by  this  route  either  in  Stoke  Newington 
or  Haringey. 

Yet  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  Brit- 
ain trying  to  build  on  previous  efforts 
by  the  US  and  the  UN  — so  long  as  it 
moves  the  problem  forward  rather  than 
backward.  The  concept  of  a bizonal, 
bicameral  federation  has  long  been  ac- 
cepted but  as  In  the  case  of  Bosnia,  the 


devil  lies  In  the  incompatible  detail 
which  is  pursued  by  both  sides.  Mr 
Rlfklnd’s  formula  insists  that  there  will 
be  no  domination  of  file  federation  by 
either  side.  He  also  holds  out  the  carrot 
of  accession  to  the  EU  on  terms  which 
are  of  benefit  to  "all  the  people  of  the 
island.”  The  problem  is  how  to  per- 
suade Greek  Cypriots  that  this  is  not  a 
backdoor  way  of  giving  the  other  side  a 
veto;  while  convincing  the  Turkish 
Cypriots  that  this  will  not  mean  domi- 
nation from  the  south.  The  larger  ob- 
stacles lie  in  the  worsening  atmosphere 
between  the  parent  nations.  Athens 
looks  askance  at  rising  Islamic  influ- 
ence in  Ankara.  The  Turks  complain 
that  Greece  is  rearming  its  compatriots 
while  Tansu  Ciller  flies  to  Moscow 
today  to  complain  of  reported  Greek 
Cypriot  plans  to  buy  Russian  ground 
missiles.  Aegean  problems  need  an 
Aegean  approach;  that  is  where  the 
mediation  effort  should  be  applied. 
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ous  in  the  spring  that  if  ministers 
seriously  wanted  to  end  the  export  ban 
they  would  have  to  allow  such  a cull 
■piey  have  wasted  eight  months  avoid- 
ing this  choice  and  it  will  be  many 
more  before  the  ban  is  lifted 

As  a case  study  in  bad  policy-making, 
the  BSE  crisis  is  hard  to  beat  But  the 
reason  why  the  policy  has  been  so 
shabby  and  inconsistent  is  because  of 
the  anti-European  and  even  xenophobic 
mood  on  the  Conservative  backbenches 
and  in  the  right-wing  press.  Their  influ- 
ence has  been  wholly  counter-produc- 
tive. The  pragmatic,  problem-solving 
options  have  been  consistently  ne- 
glected because  the  Government  has 
preferred  to  cringe  towards  the  Euro- 
phobes rather  than  to  defend  and  ad- 
vance British  interests.  Yesterday, 
finally,  the  Government  took  the  practi- 
cal policy  option  rather  than  the  fan- 
tasy path.  It  was  appropriate  that 
barely  any  of  the  Tory  Europhobe  MPs 
bothered  to  stay  and  listen  to  Mr  Hogg. 
They  have  lost  interest  in.  beef. 

The  Europhobes  paralyse  policy  and 
never  advance  it  Now  that  their  atten- 
tion has  shifted  away  from  beef  it  may 
be  possible  to  make  progress  when 
agriculture  ministers  meet  today  to 
respond  to  yesterday’s  announcement 
Too  little  progress,  and  too  late,  but 
progress  nevertheless.  The  new  victim 
of  file  Europhobes*  destructive  obses- 
sion is  British  policy  towards  the  single 
currency.  Once  again,  they  have  man- 
aged to  force  the  Government  into  a 
series  of  postures  towards  Europe 
rather  than  allow  ministers  to  repre- 
sent British  interests  in  European  nego- 
tiations. On  beef,  it  was  file  empty 
chair.  On  monetary  union,  it  is  to  rule 
out  options.  Mr  Major’s  statement  yes- 
terday, with  the  hint  in  its  final  sen- 
tence that  British  withdrawal  from  the 
EU  might  even  be  on  the  agenda,  shows 
where  this  unprincipled  and  irresponsi- 
ble approach  ultimately  aims. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Let's  hear  it  for  the  big  E issue  into  proportion 


THE  debate  on  a unified 
European  currency  is 
being  reduced  to  the 
level  of  the  nursery.  In  which 
we  frighten  ourselves  with 
bogeymen  (Major  trails  in 
euro's  wake,  December  14). 
This  could  be  reversed  if  two 
simple  changes  were  made  to 
the  present  plans. 

L Abandon  the  name  euro. 
Apart  from  die  side  issue  of 
its  banality.  It  is  the  expung- 
ing  of  the  national-currency 
names  that  seems  to  he  hav- 
ing as  much  effect  on  public 
and  popular-press  opinion  as 
a forced  emasculation. 

There  can  be  no  real  prob- 
lem with  each  nation  retain- 
ing its  own  name  for  the  Euro- 
pean currency  ywit  — the 
prefix  “new”  might  be  needed 
for  a few  years,  as  with  our 
decimalisation  and  when 
France  revalued  the  franc. 

2.  Subject  to  a few  con- 
straints. let  each  country  pro- 
duce Its  own  notes.  These  con- 
straints would  be  that  the 

denominations  and  sizes  are 
standardised,  perhaps  also 
the  general  colour  range  and, 
most  importantly,  thp  appear- 
ance of  the  numeric 
denomination. 

All  national  mores  could 
then  be  accommodated:  we 
could  have  our  Queen’s  head 
and  our  cricket  matches,  the 
Germans  their  severe  feel  or 
the  French  the  an  nouveau 
style  of  their  present  notes. 
The  circulation  of  multiple 
types  of  note  in  Scotland  and, 
in  days  of  pound/punt  parity, 
in  Ireland  demonstrate  that 
this  would  he  a practical 
scheme. 

These  changes  would,  at  a 


Namedropper 

I AM  intrigued  by  the  refer- 
ence by  Barrie  Heads  (Let- 
ters, December  13)  to  “the  en- 
tirely fictitious  T Lowingham 
Sproat”  described  as  “a 
retired  British  Railways 
executive". 

My  father  was  Lowingham 
Sproat,  without  the  T.  He  was 
a railway  executive,  was  oper- 
ating officer  for  the  North- 
east area  (I  think)  and  was 
awarded  the  MBE  in  1960.  the 
year  of  his  retirement.  He  was 
most  certainly  not  fictitious.  | 
Margaret  A Sproat. 
Lindenhaugh, 

Humshaugb. 

Hexham, 

Northumberland  NE46  4AG. 

SURNAMES  don’t  have  to 
be  long  to  be  bizarre. 
When  I was  a local  councillor 
some  years  ago,  my  electoral 
register  included  the  short, 
but  memorable,  Min  Spanner, 
Minnie  Mole  and  Irma  TltL 
Also,  the  entirely  splendid 
and  non-bizarre  Bess  Qoar- 
termain,  who  should  have 
been  a pirate  but  was  a 
spiritualist 
Robin  Ford. 

Spring  Cottage, 

Undercliff  Drive, 

St  Lawrence, 

Isle  of  Wight  P0381UW. 

■■■HOSE  seeking  further  ex- 
■ amples  of  curious  per- 
sonal names  need  look  no  fur- 
ther than  the  credit  list  of  any 
Hollywood  movie.  I checked 
, the  list  for  the  film  Tremors 
1 and  found  the  fallowing: 

Geoffrey  Hagenbuckle, 

I Jesus  ‘'Chewy”  Perez,  Frank 
! Diaz  de  Lias.  H Weezee  Mer- 
rier, Blayne  Shina,  Aaron 
| Glascock,  Ezra  Dweck,  Dor- 
ene  Pratt  Mike  Topoozian 
and  the  Flying  Fabrizi  Sis- 
| ters,  who  were  apparently 
1 responsible  for  make-up  and 

hair 

1 Peter  Moverley. 

12  Stanley  Gardens, 
i Qldland  Gammon, 

Bristol  BS1SSPZ. 

MY  mum  knew  a Florence 
Ebb  who  married  a Mr 
Sloe.  Flo  Ebb  became  Flo 
Sloe. 

S Parish. 

la  Fitzherbert  Street, 
Warrington  WA2  7QG. 


stroke,  remove  the  trivial  op- 
position which  presently  ex- 
cludes reasoned  debate.  Pro- 
gress to  monetary  union 
could  continue  on  course. 

Pat  O’Neill. 

1 Surbiton  Road, 

Eastleigh. 

Hampshire  SO50  4HY. 

THE  examples  of  the  Gov- 
ernment fudging  the  fig- 
ures to  ensure  that  it  meets 
the  Maastrict  criteria  for 
monetary  union  are  not  only 
those  cited  by  Michael  Allen 
(Letter,  December  11).  Even 
more  blatantly  than  its  use  of 
the  Private  Finance  Initia- 
tive. the  Government  counts 
certain  Items  as  “negative  ex- 
penditure”, which  helps  it  ar- 
tificially to  keep  down  the 
PSBR  total 

For  example,  the  proceeds 
from  selling  one-and-a-half 
million  council  houses  have 
been  treated  as  negative  ex- 
penditure and  have  reduced 
the  PSBR  by  nearly  £30 
billion.  Most  recently,  the  sale 
of  Ministry  of  Defence  homes 
and  of  the  Housing  Corpora- 
tion loan  portfolio  have  been 
treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  income  generated  is 
greater  than  the  proceeds 
from  privatising  BT,  British 
Gas  and  the  electricity  indus- 
try put  together.  Yet  by  treat- 
ing it  all  as  negative  expendi- 
ture, the  Government  not 
only  keeps  down  the  PSBR 
but  evades  the  need  to  ear- 
mark any  of  these  funds  to  re- 
invest in  new  homes. 

A sensible  economic  frame- 
work would  recognise  that  as- 
sets have  a value  (in  generat- 
ing rent)  and  that,  if  sold. 


they  may  need  to  he  replaced. 
Not  only  does  a government 
obsessed  with  borrowing  tar- 
gets ignore  this  need,  it  com- 
pounds the  folly  by  subjecting 
the  housing  programme  to 
the  biggest  cut  of  all  those  im- 
posed in  the  Budget 
John  Perry. 

Director  of  Policy, 

Chartered  Institute  of  Housing. 
Octa  via  House, 

Westwood  Way. 

Coventry  CV4  8JP. 

SURRENDERING  control 
of  Britain's  economy  to  a 
European  central  bank  domi- 
nated by  Germany,  as  advo- 
cated by  John  Monks  (Why 
we  need  Europe,  December 
13),  is  like  surrending  the 
right  to  strike  cm  the  promise 
that  the  employer  will  be  kind 
to  you  in  the  future. 

If  anyone  doubts  that  the 
single  currency  means  the 
complete  surrender  of  eco- 
nomic decision-making,  just 
ask  the  Shadow  Chancellor 
why  he  promises  to  reduce 
VAT  on  fUel  to  5 per  cent  and 
not  4. 3 or  nil  per  cent.  He  will 
reply  that  this  is  the  mini- 
mum permissible  under  cur- 
rent EU  regulations.  If  this  is 
the  case  now,  imagine  the  ef- 
fect erf  fUH  monetary  union. 

John  Monks  has  no  busi- 
ness becoming  a cheerleader 
for  the  single  currency.  The 
TUC  General  Council  must 
take  him  to  task. 

Fawzi  Ibrahim. 

National  Executive. 

National  Association  of 
Teachers  in  Further  and 
Higher  Education. 

Britannia  Street, 

London  WClX  9JP. 
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Money  and  the  movies 

THE  conclusion  to  the  de- 1 fects  to  dran 
bate  over  film  quality  v beings?  Or  ai 


I bate  over  film  quality  v 
success  lies  in  your  sports 
supplement  (December  13). 
“Personalities  who  should 
have  won  [BBC  Sports  Person- 
ality of  the  Year  Award]  . . . 
but  didn't,  didn’t  because 
votes,  like  box-office  receipts, 
don’t  measure  quality.” 

Arnold  Schwarzenegger’s 
new  film  may  be  top  of  the  UK 
box-office  charts  but  it's  still 
fodder  for  the  culturally  chal- 
lenged. Conversely,  Secrets 
and  Lies  — universally  ac- 
claimed by  the  critics  — 
grossed  only  a small  fraction  I 
<rf  the  Jingle  millions. 

But  which  film  will  stiU  be 
watchable  second  or  third 
time  round,  io,  20, 30  years  on? 
Compare,  say.  Brief  Encoun- 
ter In  terms  <rf  its  initial  box- 
office  impact  and  its  longev- 
ity. More  important,  which 
film  genuinely  appeals  to  the 
majority  of  filmgoera? 

Do  they  realty  prefer  brain- 
dead,  computerised  special  ef- 


fects to  drama  about  human 
beings?  Or  are  they  prevented 
by  the  machinations  of  the 
film  Industry  from  seeing 
films  of  real  quality? 

Fred  Aicken. 

4 The  Ryde,  ■ ■ 

Hatfield,  Herts  AL8  SDH. 

IT  is  about  time  the  video  in- 
dustry fought  the  British 

Board  of  FOm  Classification 
and  politicians  on  cynical 
moral  campaigns.  If  I spend 
£13  on.  a film,  l expect  nothing 
less  than  the  frill  product  How 
many  people  who  bought 
Trainspotting,  for  instance, 
know  that  14  seconds  were  ex- 
cised from  the  video  version? 

It  as  you  report  (December 
12),  “several  recent  violent 
cinema  releases  are  likely  to 
receive  significant  cuts  when 
classified  for  video  in  the  New 
Year”,  I hope  we  are  told  : 
which  ones. 

John  Donnelly. 

100  Mure  Avenue,  I 

Kilmarnock,  Ayrshire  KA3  ITT. 


The  minister  is  tee  message 


M NEW  disease  threatens  to 
Mengulf  us,  one  that  origi-  j 
nated  in  politicians,  but  has  I 
crossed  the  species  boundary 
and  shown  up  in  members  of  j 
the  clergy:  a compulsion  to 1 
use  the  phrase  “malm  it  [abso- i 
lutely]  dear”.  Tt le  worst  case  I 
so  far  is  that  of  Tony  Baldry 
MP.  On  Monday's  Today  pro- 1 
gramme,  he  used  the  phrese  12 
times  In  under  three  minutes. 
Bishop  Jim  Thompson  then  i 
proved  himself  to  have  been  | 
infected:  in  not  much  more  1 
than  a minute  be  used  the 
phrase  two  or  three  times.  Yet 
the  seventy  with  which  a vic- 


tim win  mflnffrqf  the  symp- 
toms appears  to  he  in  inverse 
relation  to  his  or  her  capacity 
for  dear-speaking. 

(Dr)  Philip  Hoy. 

Flat  2, 2 Harold  Road, 

London  NB7DE. 

• Another  Manifesto,  our  open- 
access  series  for  readers  to 
fofect  constructive  ideas  into 
political  debate,  is  seeking  bright 
ideas  for  arts  and  media  policies. 
What  couM  a new  government 
do?  Brief  proposals,  please,  to 
Another  Manifesto  at  the  address 
or  fax  number  above  {e-mail 
manifesto@guardianco.iA) 


JOHN  Gray  is  right  to  make 
the  link  between  constitu- 
tional change  and  electoral 
reform  (How  to  keep  the  new 
right  out  In  the  cold.  Decem- 
ber 16).  If  supporters  of  devo- 
lution are  serious  about  en- 
trenchment for  a Scottish 
Parliament,  a proportional 
voting  system  for  the  Com- 
mons is  the  best  guarantor 
the  prospect  of  an  anti -devolu- 
tion government  coming  to 
power  will  be  that  much  more 
remote. 

But  keeping  such  a govern- 
ment out  of  power  is  only  one 
objective.  It  Is  also  Important 
that  parties  are  represented 
across  the  regions  and 
nations  of  the  UK  in  propor- 
tion to  their  support. 

At  the  1992  election,  for  ex- 
ample, the  Labour  Party 
polled  one-tenth  of  its  total 
vote  in  Scotland  and  slightly 
more  in  the  South-east  erf  Eng- 
land. Yet,  20  per  cent  of 
Labour  MPs  represent  Scot- 
tish seats  and  only  1 per  cent 
represent  seats  in  the  South- 
east. Xt-is  little  wonder  that 
Nationalists  try  to  persuade 
Soots  teat  the  South-east  is  in- 
vincibly Tory-voting? 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
Alternative  Vote  (AV)  or  Sup- 
plementary Vote  (SV)  can- 
vassed by  Gray  can  offer  rep- 
resentation to  Conservative 
voters  in  Glasgow  and  Man- 
chester, Labour  supporters  in 
the  South-east  and  Liberal 
Democrats  more  clearly  in 
line  with  votes.  The  search 
for  a new  system  should  in- 
stead begin  with  the  Addi- 
tional Member  System  (AMS) 
proposed  by  IPPR  in  1991  and 
since  adopted  by  the  Scottish 
Constitutional  Convention. 
James  McCormick. 

Research  Fellow, 

Institute  for  Public  Policy 
Research. 

30-32  Southampton  Street 
London  WC2E  7RA. 


IAN  Altken's  polemic  against 
New  Zc;tl;iml-style  PR  (PR 
turns  politics  upside-down 
down  under.  December  12)  is 
based  on  ;tn  unstated,  but  ar- 
I guably  fallacious  piece  of 
reasoning-  In  New  Zcalnad. 
PR  has  forced  a "highly  un- 
popular" premier  to  govern 
In  coalition,  modifying  some 
of  his  key  policies  in  the  pro- 
cess, Yet  Aitken  is.  by  using 
this  as  an  argument  against 
PR.  tacitly  defending  a system 
that  would  have  let  Bulger 
retain  absolute  power. 

Henry  l-awson. 

18  Barrington  Way. 

Reading.  Berkshire  RG1 GEG. 

AFTER  an  election,  politi- 
cal parties  can  always 
renege  on  their  pledges  to  the 
electors,  whatever  the  voting 
system.  That  has  happened 
this  year  in  Australia,  where 
they  do  not  have  PR  In  federal 
elections,  but  Alternative  (or 
Preferential)  Voting.  Under 
John  Howard,  the  incoming 
coalition  of  Liberal  and 
National  parties  is  pursuing 
policies  opposite  from  those 
for  which  they  campaigned. 

The  same  is  not  unknown 
in  this  country  — or  in  the 
US.  It  is  not  PR  which  Is  not 
fair,  hut  the  politicians. 

R J M Toihurst. 

Flat  52.  The  Vineyards. 

Great  Baddow.  Chelmsford, 
Essex  CM2  7QS. 

\ A/HY  does  Ian  Aitken  give 
V V currency  to  tee  idea  that 
John  Smith  pledged  a referen- 
dum on  PR?  The  promise  was 
for  a referendum  on  electoral 
reform. 

Donald  Cochran. 

U Kels borrow  Way. 

Kelsall,  Cheshire  CW6  0NL. 

We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  receipt  of  letters.  - 
We  may  edit  them:  shorter  ones 
are  more  likely  to  appear  ! 


Taiwan,  a challenge  in  the  East ; 

MARTIN  Woollacott  is  j for  various  reasons,  failed  td 
only  half  right  to  attribu-  fight  for  democracy  until  It 


I V I only  half  right  to  attribu- 
ting the  blame  for  Hong 
Kong's  demise  to  the  failure 
of  tee  Western  political  com- 
munity (Unhappy  dawn  for 
the  new  Hong  Kong,  Decem- 
ber 14).  The  only  thing  that 
could  have  checked  the  incur- 
sion of  Chinese  Stalinism  into 
Hong  Kong  would  have  been 
the  operation  of  a frill-blown. 
Western-style  democratic  sys- 
tem there,  of  some  decades 
standing. 

The  fact  that  this  did  not 
develop  was  not  especially  the 
fault  of  successive  British 
governments.  What  colonial 
power  has  ever,  of  its  own  ac- 
cord. given  the  colonised 
their  freedom?  The  fault  lies 
largely  with  the  people  of 
Hong  Kong  themselves,  who. 
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for  various  reasons,  failed  td 
fight  for  democracy  until  It 
was  too  late.  ' 

Having  felled  the  test  of 
Hong  Kong,  the  international 
political  community  (includ- 
ing Japan)  must  not  foil  the 
greater  test  of  Taiwan.  If  the 
interests  of  big  business  are 
allowed  to  continue  to  dictate 
policy  towards  China,  then 
Taiwan  will  become  the  Sude- 
tenland  of  Asia:  and,  just  like 
Nazi  Germany  in  this  cen- 
tury. China  will  surely  j 
emerge  as  the  number  one 
geopolitical  problem  for  the 
early  decades  of  the  next. 
Jeffrey  Henderson. 

(Former  Reader  in  Sociology. 
University  of  Hong  Kong.) 
Manchester  Business  School, 
Booth  Street  West, 

Manchester  MIS  6PB. 


SOMERSET.  Rural  travel  in 
December  has  Its  own  haz- 
ards. A woman  who  usually 
pedals  laboriously  uphill, 
equipped  with  luminous 
cross-straps,  has  prudently 
taken  to  walking;  it  gives  her 
a better  chance  of  jumping  up 
tee  bank  when  a lorry  looms 
out  of  the  fog,  round  a sharp 
bend.  In  1961,  an  early  snow- 
fall cut  off  villages  for  weeks. 
We  could  not  get  home  to 
Bruton.  On  December  29,  a 
man,  who  kept  pigs  on  land 
eight  miles  from  his  dairy 
form,  was  finishing  work 
under  cover  at  the  piggery 
when  he  saw  snow  felling  out- 
side, and  stowed  a shovel  and 
20  cornsacks  in  the  back  of 
his  pick-up  van  as  a precau- 
tion. At  midnight  be  was 
ready  to  go  home.  He  found 
the  cornsacks  already  cov- 
ered with  snow  and  useless 
for  warmth.  After  two 
snow  covered  the  windscreen 
and  he  had  to  stop,  in  the  next 
luR,  he  made  a little  headway 
until  the  narrow  track  was 


blocked  by  an  abandoned  car. 
He  covered  his  head  and  most 
of  himself  with  paper  sacks  to 
fece  a night  in  the  cab.  At  6.15 
the  storm  abated.  He  forced 
the  door  open  and  struggled 
through  soil,  drifted  snow, 
sinking  up  to  tee  armpits, 
before  scrambling  over  the 
roadside  hedge  and  somehow 
reaching  a cowshed,  shelter, 
and  sustenance.  By  7.45.  it 
was  light  enough  to  go  on.  He 
reached  home  at  lijs.  others 
would  tend  the  cows,  so,  after 
a meal,  his  task  was  to  get 
straight  back  to  the  pigs.  A 
second  epic  walk  through 
snowdrifts  finished  at  525. 
On  the  way.  he  passed  his 
buried  vehicle.  He  lodged 
near  the  pigs  for  16  days  with- 
out a change  of  clothes.  It  was 
a privilege  to  talk  to  the  man 
who  had  endured  all  this,  and 
written  a wonderfully  full, 
unadorned  account  of  the  ex- 
perience in  a letter  which  he 
wrote  to  a Yorkshire  friend 
and  kindly  let  me  see. 

JOHN  VALLINS 


jjS/P 


i. 
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DON’T  be  bamboozled 
by  the  wUd-man-of- 
rock  facade:  there  is 

aJso  an  avuncular,  ptoe^nd. 

slippers  side  to  the  Diary's 
P°P  correspondent  John 
Redwood.  John’s  new 
hobby  istrea  ting  Tory  Can- 
dida tes  for  safe  seats  to 
lunch.  Sometimes  turning 
up  with  three  slick  young 
men  In  tow,  he  takes  an  es- 
P«dnUy  keen  interest  in 
their  views  on  manifesto 
pledges  about  the  single 
currency,  and  encourages 
them  to  speak  freely  about 
members  of  the  Govern- 
ment Now,  who  can  guess 
the  name  of  the  copycat  with 
the  same  hobby?  Yes,  it’s 
Defence  Secretary  Polly 
Portlllol  One  candidate 
reports  that  the  Invitation 
from  Polly  arrived  within 
days  of  lunch  with  John, 
and  it  may  not  be  long  be- 
fore someone  eats  with  both 
on  the  same  day.  Along  with 
this  shared  altruistic  wish 
to  make  Tory  friends  feel  at 
home,  the  two  men  have 
much  in  common;  for 
example,  are  absolutely 
loyal  to  John  Major, 
neither  can  foresee  a leader- 
ship election  for  many  years 
to  come.  Aren’t  they  a pair 
of  absolute  sweeties? 

I AM  pleased  to  learn  that 
my  chunky  chum  Brace 
Anderson  Is  branching 
ont  Into  comedy.  Political 
pandit  Brude — catch- 
phrase:  What  do  expenses 
make?  Calories! — featured 
here  on  Friday  for  the  £500 
dinner  he  and  Alan  Watidns 
shared  at  the  Connaught 
with  David  Willetts.  On 
Sunday,  meanwhile,  with- 
out the  remotest  need  for  an 
airlift,  Brude  went  to  the 
Midlands  for  Central  TV’s 
live  debate  show  It’s  Your 
Shout,  to  argue  the  govern- 
ment line  over  whether 
people  are  becoming  richer 
or  poorer.  When  Labour’s 
David  WInnick  used  the 
Connaught  blow-out  to 
question  Brude’s  creden- 
tials as  an  expert  on  pov- 
erty, he  replied:  “So  what? 

It  gives  work  to  the  people 
who  work  at  the  Con- 
naught." The  studio  audi- 
ence erupted  into  laughter, 
and  Central  is  now  consider- 
ing him  as  a replacement 
should  Les  Dennis  ever 
retire  from  Family 
Fortunes. 


WITH  pictures  of  the 
Rvifca  premiere  in 
all  the  papers,  my 
thoughts  turn  to  Sir  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber.  When  last 
we  met  Andrew  at  a first 
night  (of  Jesus  Christ 
Superstar),  he  had  the  Gents 
cleared  so  he  could  void  his 
bladder  In  solitude,  so  we 
rang  that  most  equable  of 
PR  men  Sir  Tim  Bell — his 
companion  that  night — for 
guidance.  “No,  1 wasn’t  with 
him  at  Bvita,"  said  Sir  Tim, 
"and  no.  I don’t  know  if  he 
went  to  the  Gents.”  Is  it  true 
that  Andrew  has  started 
taking  pills,  like  Her  Majes- 
ty the  Queen,  to  postpone 
bodily  functions  during 
public  appearances?  And  If 
not  would  he  consider  a 
catheter?  "Look,  I’ve  got 
bored  with  this  whole  story, 
and  I’d  drop  it  if  I were  you.” 
In  that  case,  would  Sir  Tim 
have  a Christmas  message 
for  our  loyal  army  of  read- 
ers? “No,  I would  not,”  said 
Sir  Tim,  "I  have  no  desire  to 
feature  in  your  Diary  what- 
soever." Not  very  seasonal. 


A LAST-minute  con- 
tender comes  forward 
to  challenge  Sir  Tim 
and  others  for  the  title  PR  of 
the  Year.  It  is  Nuclear  Elec- 
tric, which  sends  a press 
release  about  the  “beautifhl 
ballad"  it  bas  sponsored  in 
time  for  the  Christmas 
charts.  I have  the  lyric  of 
Hartlepool  Together  before 
me  now.  Here  is  verse  one. 
“Because  it’s  Hartlepool, 
Where  we’re  born  and 
where  we  die/  Because  Irs 
Hartlepool,  Where  we’re 
proud  to  be  alive/  And  the 
townsfolk  will  sing.  As  we 
all  begin/  A bright  fixture 
Indeed-"  Wc  would  have 
asked  Oofy  Wegg-Prosser 
what  the  town’s  MP  has  to 
suv.  hut  since  be  is  on  rapid- 
rebuttal  strikcweowxMa^ 


IENA  Bobbitt  has 
eu  treated  like  royal- 
on  a visit  to  Kcua- 
iorts  Marie  Claire, 
i VIP  reception  was 
d by  dinner  with 


ly  high  honour, 
a person  who  knows 
iefend  her  priori* 
lid  the  President,  be- 
senting  her  with  a 
Us  new  rock  CD.  A 
nln  Love.  As  for 


poisonous  politics 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


AS  AN  apologist  for 
government  incompe- 
tence, verging  on  the 
criminal,  Nicholas 
Soames  was  a new  face  at  the 
despatch  box.  The  cast  of  de- 
fendants had  hwnmn  familiar 
Last  week,  it  was  time  for  a 
change.  After  the  tendentious 
hair-splitting  of  Ian  Lang  on 
the  Scott  Report,  the  fatuous 
hauteur  of  Douglas  Hogg  on 
BSE,  the  wearisome  defensive- 
ness from  John  Major  and 
Michael  Heseltloe  an  a daily 
basis,  here  was  untried  talent 
with  a different  approach.  But 
the  experiment  was  not  suc- 
cessful As  a response  to  the 
events  of  the  six  years  since 
the  Gulf  war,  the  Defence  Min- 
ister's unique  mbr  of  bombast, 
pseuctopiety  and  rippling  self- 
congratulation  was  an  experi- 
ence SO  frightful  as  tO  main* 
one  look  baric  more  fondly  on 
the  agonised  casuistries  of 
William  Waldegrave. 

His  performance,  however, 
crystallised  a truth  which,  it  is 
easy  to  forget  After  nearly  18 
Tory  years,  the  routines  of  po- 
litical discourse  invariably 


blame  Conservatives  for 
everything  that's  gone  wrong, 
a way  of  thinking  which  im- 
plies that  uniter  ly-tw  m ana  go. 

meat  everything,  or  at  least 
the  most  obviously  scandalous 
things,  will  be  different  Bat 
the  grim  saga  of  Gulf  war  syn- 
drome, on  which  Mr  Soames 
was  pouring  his.  faknttnWp 
halm,  tells  another  story. 
Every  day,  more  evidence 
emerges  of  what  government- 
as-govamment,  MoD-as-MoD, 
irrespective  of  politicians  who 
transiently  occupy  it,  has  the 
institutional  habit  of 
perpetrating. 

Mr  Soames  played  his 
special  part  He  thought  his 
statement  was  the  acme  of 
generosity.  He  said  the  govern- 
ment was  willing  to  compen- 
sate any  soldier  proved  to 
have  suffered  >«>«»H~ti-dnmnB11* 
as  a result  of  Gulf  service.  He 
also  apologised  for  an  earlier 
misleading  of  the  Commons, 


which  was  erroneously  told 
that  Gulf  troops  had  never 
been  exposed  to  poisoning  by 
organophosphate  pesticides. 
He  did  this,  however,  with 
decibels  of  righteousness  that 
modi  exceeded  those  applied 
to  the  terrible  things  that  hap- 
pened six  years  ago.  Those 
things  weren't  bis  prime  con- 
cern. He  was  a spokesman  for 
facelessness,  agant  nfikwia. 
bfllty,  the  mouth  of  double- 
think, pitting  words  on  the 
proposition  that  government 
has  no  iota  of  responsibility 
beyond  the  narrowest  obliga- 
tions of  the  law.  Nobody 


knows  for  sure  whether  Golf 
war  syndrome  realty  exists. 
That  much  can  be  agreed. 
Mere  than  a thousand  veter- 
ans claim  to  have  been  made 
Ql,  and  26  have  died,  but  the 
symptoms  have  varied,  and 
the  cited  causes  of  contamina- 
tion have  ranged  from  de- 
pleted uranium  stockpiles  and 
smoke  from  burning  oil-wells 
to  a collection  of  possible  acts 
of  negligence  by  medical  and 
military  authorities,  principal- 
ly vaccinations  that  went 
wrong  and  insecticides  font 
were  unsafe  for  human  con- 
tact There  is  no  sure  pattern, 
no  epidemiological  proof 
Bat  that  was  stx  years  ago. 
What  we  do  know  Is  that  some- 
thing happened.  What  we  also 
know  is  that  unlike  the  impon- 
derable nature  of  the  medical 
evidence,  the  body  politic  has 
fallowed  & pattern  at  the  same 
tiwi>  predictable  »nH  astonish- 
ing. Every  week  produces  new 
evidence.  This  weekend  we 
had  the  disclosure  fo«t  nffirial 
MoD  papers  contained  what 
neither  ministers  nor  public 
were  allowed  to  know:  that 
malathion,  which  can  cause  ir- 


reversible nerve  damage,  was 
an  Ingredient  of  a de-Iouslng 
powder  issued  to  British 
troops,  which  Itself  “may  have 
been  stored  in  contravention” 
of  regulations.  But  this  is  just 
the  most  recent  episode  in  a 
series  disclosing  two  traits  of 
“government",  agafnst  which 
“politics”  is  meant  to  offer  a 
■mndimmi  of  protection.  The 
first  is  concealment  The  very 


existence  of  lethal  pesticides 
In  the  armoury  of  British  Gulf 
soldiers  was  hidden  from 
them,  and  from  ministers,  for 
most  of  six  years.  This  didn’t 
involved  a conspiracy,  the 
Ministry  declares.  It’s  still  try- 
ing to  find  out  how  the  Infor- 
mation-chain feiled.  It  bkwte 
It  doesn’t  seem  to  mind  how 
laughably  this  insnifa  the  in- 
telligence of  anyone  who 
recalls  the  smooth-tongued 
military  doctors  who  appeared 
time  and  again  on  television  to 
reassure  any  Gulf  veteran  who 
appeared  above  the  parapet 
that  they  had  no  reason  to 
blame  any  Alness,  however 
Http  and  gperifip,  fin  Hw»ir  mili- 
tary  service- 1 remember  them 
now,  smiling,  reassuring,  hard 
as  nails.  These  were  doctors 
paid  not  for  scientific  inquiry 
but  for  Clothing  in  “science” 
the  only  answer  the  MoD,  as 
an  institution,  could  tolerate. 

The  second  trait  now  comes 
into  play,  another  abuse  of 
“science”.  With  their  secret 
blown,  the  MoD  sets  up  an  to- 


Thegrim  saga  of 
Guff  war  syndrome, 
on  which  Mr 
Soames  was 
pouring  his  balm, 
tells  another  story 


quiry.  Having  said  there  was 
nothing  worth  inquiring  into, 
it  now  starts  an  Investigation 
that  will  take  three  years.  It’s 
at  the  end  of  this  that  Mr 
Soames’  magnanimous  com- 
pensation comes  into  play.  But 
note  the  sequence.  The  pay-out 
depends  on  proven  negligence. 
But  negligence  can’t  begin  to 
be  established  until  comple- 
tion of  the  inquiry  it  has  taken 
the  MoD  six  years  — and  then 
only  under  pressure  from  its 
own  own  cover  being  cracked 
— to  institute.  A decade  will 


run  its  span  before  these  vic- 
tims of  Her  Majesty’s  Service 
ftwd  out  whether  their  pleth- 
ora of  unnatural  conditions 
was  just  the  luck  of  the  draw, 
ynd  the  pesticides  the  MoD 
knew  all  "long  it  was  reck- 
lessly gypnsteg  them  to  had, 
after  all.  no  significant  effect 
upon  them. 

One  limb  of  the  body  politic 
has  been  exposed  as  reason- 
ably healthy.  The  Commons 
select  committee  on  defence  is 
the  chief  agent  of  exposure  of 
some  of  these  facts.  It’s  one  of 
the  few  places  where  a voice  of 
outrage  bas  been  heard  that  is 
commensurate  to  the  damage 
inflicted  on  the  soldiers. 
Through  politicians  like  Men- 
zies  Campbell,  the  Liberal 
Democrat,  and  foe  Labour  MP 
Hew  Smith,  a chaHenge  has 
been  raised  to  the  prevailing 
assumption  that,  although 
something  terrible  has  hap- 
pened, the  burden  of  proof  as 
to  its  precise  and  incontest- 
able cause  lies  entirely  with 
the  victims  and  not  with  the 
great  power  fix:  whom  they 
were  working  at  the  time. 

This  is  the  contention  Nich- 
olas Soames  was  put  up  to  de- 
fend. Having  made  his  apology 
for  the  previous  deceptions,  he 
remains  silent  about  each  new 
disclosure.  It  Is  as  if  the  apol- 
ogy cleans  the  slate,  and  the 
three-year  inquiry  forestalls 
the  need  for  Interim  explana- 
tions. The  machine  is  quite  de- 
termined to  give  no  quarter. 
Nothing  must  be  allowed  to  vi- 
olate the  presumption  that  the 
marhinp  is  In  all  cases  inno- 
cent until  proved  otherwise.  It 
says,  when  pressed,  that  it 
does  fois  on  behalf  of  the 
people.  It  must  save  their 
money,  guard  their  interest, 
protect  fowra  against  the  un- 
imaginable consequences  of 
permitting  a precedent  of  cul- 
pability and  compensation  to 
be  established.  The  machine 
takas  over,  unless  the  politi- 
cian overrides  it  That’s  the 
point  of  the  minister,  who  is 
called  a politician.  Politics  is 
heavy  duty,  in  any  party. 


Simon  Beairis  and  Mark  Milner  argue  that  EU  planemakers  have  lessons  to 
learn  from  the  Boeing  merger-  co-operate  politically  and  market  globally,  or  die 

Tomorrow  the  world 


LAST  WEEK  Euro- 
pean Union  leaders 
spent  17  hours 
locked  In  negotia- 
tions over  a stability 
pact  — a regime  of  fines  de- 
signed to  make  sure  member 
states  keep  their  debts  and 
deficits  in  check  so  that  a 
single  currency  can  work. 

The  whole  aflfeir  was  a 
waste  of  time.  The  explosive 
political  consequences  of  fin- 
tug  governments  billions  of 
pounds  at  a time  when  their 
ftnawgR  are  already  under 
pressure  makes  the  stability 
pact,  in  practical  terms,  a 
non-runner.  But  it  was  worse 

than  just  a waste  of  time,  it 

is  a dangerous  waste  of 

time. 

As  the  EU  heads  of  govern- 
ment were  malting  much  ado 
about  nothing,  across  foe  At- 
lantic two  bespectacled  busi- 
ssmen  were  quietly  turning 
tne  world’s  aerospace  and  de- 
fence industries  upside  down. 
•Hie  hammered  out  by 
eing  boss  Phillip  Condit 
d his  opposite  number  at 
-Donnell  Douglas,  Harry 
raedpber,  will  create 
Grid’s  most  powerful  Jugfc- 
.hnninpv  industrial  giant, 
fo  combined  annual  sales 
S48  billion.  It  will  also  have 
r more  direct  impact  on  a 
gh  sector  of  the  European 
?nnmy  and  the  prospects 
• employment  and  profits 
within  it  — than  the  Dublin 
deliberations. 

For  if  there  is  issue  around 
which  Europe's  fractured  po- 
litical interests  could  and 
should  coalesce  it  is  the 
ftrture  of  strategic  industries 
Uke  aerospace.  But  on  tbs 

evidence  so  fer  there  is  prect- 
sous  little  sign  cf  Europe  s 
politicians  rising  to  the  chal- 


lenge. There  Is  a huge  Irony 
here.  The  EU  owed  its  origins 
to  the  post-war  willingness  of 
the  original  member  states  to 
coordinate  foe  interests  of 
what  were  then  two  cf  the 
most  strategic  industries, 
steel  and  coal  Forty-odd 
years  cm  from  the  formation 
of  the  European  Coal  and 
Steel  Commission,  the  indus- 
trial policy  agenda  is  driven 
by  the  competitive  pressures 
of  globalisation-  But  the  EU 
shows  little  of  that  vision 
today  when  it  comes  to  deal- 
ing with  the  real  rather  than 
the  phoney  issues  on  which 

Europe’s  future  depends. 

Europe  does  have  an  im- 
pressive base  in  the  aero- 
space industry.  look  no  fur- 
ther than  Rolls-Royce  and 
British  Aerospace  in  the  UK, 

Aerospatiale  and  Snecma  in 

France.  Daimler-Benz  Aero- 
space (DASA)  in  Germany. 

Look,  above  all  else,  at  Air- 
bus Industrie  — the  four- 
nation  consortium  which  has 
mounted  such  a strong  chal- 
lenge to  the  US  airliner  mak- 
ers that  one  of  them,  McDon- 
nell Douglas,  has  been  forced 
into  the  aims  of  the  other, 
Boeing. -Just  how  desperately 
McDonnell  Douglas  needed 
this  weekend’s  merger  was 
underlined  by  its  willingness 
to  abandon  its  own  proud 
name  and  wrap  Itself  In  the 

Boeing  flag.  But  the  success  of 
Airbus  is  both  the  exception 
which  proves  thereto  as  well 
as  bomg  an  illustration  of  the 
problems  which  bedevil  the 
industry  in  Europe. 

Airbus  has  always  been  a 
cumbersome  beast  in  the  cor- 
porate world,  with  the  part- 
ner dividing  the  workload  on 
the  of  their  sharehold- 
ings rather  than  mamifectur- 


ing  efficiency.  But  efforts  by 
Airbus  to  replace  the  old 
structure  by  a more  conven- 
tional limited  company  struc- 
ture have  run  into  problems. 
The  three  main  partners,  Aer- 
ospatiale,  BAe  and  DASA  are 
said  to  be  deeply  divided  over 
reform,  but  until  they  can 
agree  to  sink  their  differences 
they  are  stuck  with  a struc- 
ture designed  for  political  ex- 
pediency, not  economic 
efficiency. 

That  is  hardly  surprising. 
The  aerospace  industry  is  In- 
herently political  High  poll- 
tire,  international  in  scope, 
are  the  constant  backdrop 
against  which  the  industry 
operates.  It  is  these  things 
which  dictate  the  sector’s  for- 
tunes and  the  livelihoods  of 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  who  depend  on  it 
Europe's  politicians  have, 
in  the  past  recognised  foe 
need  to  bring  the  communi- 
ty’s disparate  Industrial  In- 
terests together.  So  Europe 
has  Concorde,  the  Tornado, 
the  Airbus  family  gnrt,  lat- 
terly, the  Eurofighter.  But  be- 
yond that  handful  the  politics 
of  real  commercial  co-opera- 
tion have  proved  trickier. 

IN  defence,  governments 
have  proved  unwilling 
•to  take  even  the  most 
minor  steps  towards  in- 
tegration if  sovereignty 
and  strategic  independence 
are  threatened.  Never  mind  a 
common  ED  defence  and  for- 
eign policy,  it  has  been  hard 
enough  to  develop  a consis- 
tent and  shared  line  on  the 
procurement  of  single  items 
of  military  hardware.  The 
hurdles  to  doing  so  are  partly 
ideological,  a pro-privatisa- 
tion, Eurosceptic  defence 


minister  like  Michael  Portillo 
is  unlikely  to  have  wuich  in 
common  with  a fervently  pro- 
European.  centrist  like  Volke 
RUhe,  his  German 
counterpart 

The  stumbling  blocks  are 
also  more  natural  Co-opera- 
tion and  industrial  Integra- 
tion mean  job  losses,  factory 
closures,  dislocation.  Nobody 
wants  to  vote  for  any  of  those 
nor  for  the  loss  of  a nation’s 
independence  in  research  and 
development  It  is  a curious 
sign  of  the  lingering  insecuri- 
ties within  all  member  states 
about  European  integration 
■writ  large  that  politicians 
remain  terrified  of  paying  the 
costs  of  closer  ties. 

The  Americans  are  playing 
a different  game  in  a different 
league:  to  maintain  a power- 
ful grip  on  one  of  the  world's 
most  important  high-technol- 
ogy industries,  and  to  ensure 
that  US  companies  are  the 
r.hW  beneficiaries  of  expected 
growth  in  civil  aerospace  and 

any  lingering  Ufa  fn  a shrink- 
ing but  still  lucrative  defence 
market  Behind  the  recent 
wave  of  mergers  lies  tremen- 
dous political  support 

By  contrast  Europe’s  politi- 
cian’s are  only  now  waking 
up  to  the  new  competitive 
challenge  from  the  US.  For 
years  they  have  been  blud- 
geoned by  the  US  over  state 
aid  for  the  Europe’s  state- 
owned  aerospace  companies 
including  Airbus,  and  trans- 
fixed by  fears  of  being 
branded  protectionist  or  of 
building  Fortress  Europe. 

But  the  reality  is  that  US 
civil  plane  and  engine  makers 
are  benefiting  from  some  $3 
b Olfon  of  indirect  defence 
subsidies  from  Nasa  and  the 
Pentagon.  For  companies  like 


Boeing  and  McDonnell  Doug- 
las, such  money  is  essential 
for  mainlining  their  techno- 
logical edge  in  civil  aero- 
space. For  proof  look  at  Rolls- 
Royce.  Since  it  took  over  the 
US  firm  Allison  last  year,  the 
UK  aeroengine  maker  now 
gets  more  state  funding  from 
the  US  than  It  does  from  foe 
UK  government 

UROPEAN  compa- 
nies, which  do  not 
have  the  sort  of  US 
links  developed  by 
Rolls,  see  US  state 
aid  as  unfair  competition. 
They  expect  European  gov- 
ernments to  do  something 
about  it  through  the  World 
Trade  Organisation.  But  ask 
an  official  from  any  EU  state 
whether  there  is  a chance  of 
tackling  the  issue  and  the  res- 
ponse is  likely  to  be  a slightly 
embarrased  shrug.  The  trick 
for  Europe's  politicians  is  to 
help  their  strongest  indus- 
tries prosper  in  a global  econ- 
omy. It  is  a mistake  for  them 
to  believe  that  they  can  do 
that  by  relying  on  market 
forces  alone,  but  equally 
wrong  for  them  to  forget  the 
degree  of  political  support 
required  during  periods  of 
transition. 

Guenter  Rexrodt,  Ger- 
many’s economics  minister, 
appeared  to  be  saying  just 
that  when  asked  for  a reac- 
tion to  the  Boeing  merger  yes- 
terday. “In  this  business, 
which  is  strongly  affected  by 
state  influence,  the  German 
government  will  make  its  con- 
tribution In  future  to  ensure 
feir  competition.'’  he  said. 
The  words  are  fine.  But  action 
must  follow,  it  will  pay  higher 
dividends  than  stability  pacts 
that  will  never  be  invoked. 


The  right  not  to 
be  offended  by 
Michael  Howard 


Isabel  Hilton 


IF  ALL  goes  according  to 
plan,  by  the  end  of  this 
week,  thanks  to  foe  Home 
Secretary,  Michael  Howard, 
foe  United  Nations  win  have 
a new  declaration.  It  Is  de- 
signed, Mr  Howard  says,  to 
allow  us  all  to  sleep  easier  in 
our  beds,  and  Fm  sure  we’re 
all  gratefuL  1 it  tact,  as  the 
season  of  goodwill  ap- 
proaches, perhaps  the  Guard- 
ian’s readers  should  drop  the 
Home  Secretary  a card.  Some- 
thing simple  would  do,  just  a 
thank  you  for  making  the 
world  a safer  place. 

Mr  Howard  has  been  worry- 
ing about  the  1951  UN  Con- 
vention on  Refugees.  This 
states  that  people  with  a well- 
grounded  fear  of  persecution 
have  the  right  to  apply  for 
asylum,  and  right-minded 
countries  (like  this  one)  have 
a duty  to  grant  it  That’s  not 
just  any  bid  person,  of  course. 
A certain  amount  of  evidence 
— quite  a lot,  in  the  case  of 
the  Home  Office — is  required 
to  show  that  applicants  are 
not  just  interested  in  enjoying 
a life  of  luxury  at  the  expense 
of  the  UK's  social-security 
budget  And  if  an  applicant 
has  done  anything  that’s  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the 
United  Nations  — throwing 
petrol  bombs  at  dictators' 
cars,  that  kind  of  thing  — 
then  he  or  she  can  be  refused, 
as  can  war  criminals,  con- 
victed nan-political  criminals 
and  anyone  who  poses  a dan- 
ger to  the  national  security  of 
foe  host  country. 

But  Mr  Howard  does  not 
think  that’s  enough  to  keep  us 
safe:  as  he  put  it  yesterday 
morning,  with  that  lawyer’s 
ingenuity  so  admired  by  our 
judges,  one  of  our  most  funda- 
mental human  rights  is  foe 

tight  to  be  free  of  the  fear  of 
terrorism.  He  put  this  point  to 
foe  G-7  summit  in  Paris  ear- 
lier this  year,  and  everyone 
was  so  impressed  that  he 
went  ahead  and  drafted  the 
resolution  that  is  to  he  voted 
on  by  foe  UN  General  Assem- 
bly. The  resolution  says  that 
the  planning,  incitement  and 
funding  of  terrorism  are 
against  foe  principles  of  the 
United  Nations.  That  should 
keep  them  out  Who  exactly? 
Convicted  terrorists?  No.  ac- 
tually: they’re  kept  out  under 
foe  existing  arrangements. 
The  people  we  are  worried 
about  now  are  those  who 
haven’t  been  tried  or  con- 
victed, but  who  we  just  know 
are  up  to  no  good. 

Take  Dr  al-Mas'ari.  for  ex- 
ample. Dr  al-Mas'ari  was  not 
only  annoying  the  govern- 
ment of  Saudi  Arabia  from 
these  shores,  he  was  doing  it 
in  such  an  underhand  way 


that  there  were  no  grounds 
whatever  for  expelling  him 
from  the  UK,  and  that  was 
very  bad  for  business.  Or  that 
notorious  Sikh  gentleman, 
Ka  ram  jit  Singh  Chahal, 
whom  foe  Government  in  its 
concern  for  our  safety  de- 
tained for  six  years  without 
trial  because  of  its  belief  that 
be  was  mixed  up  In  funny 
business  in  India.  We  would 
all  be  safe  from  Mr  rfoahai 
still  if  foe  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights  hadn’t  Insisted 
he  be  released.  Two  further 
worrying  guests  of  HMG  have 
been  released  as  a result  of 
that  judgment  which  is  the 
kind  of  unwarranted  interfer- 
ence the  Home  Office  is  up 
against  Fortunately,  Mr  How- 
ard’s vigilance  has  prevailed. 

Or  has  it?  Fm  not  sure  that 
Mr  Howard  holds  the  Euro- 
pean Court  of  Human  Rights 
in  very  high  regard,  given  the 
court's  worrying  tendency  to 
find  against  Britain  in  its 
judgments.  But  since  Britain 
is  a signatory  to  the  European 
Convention  of  Human  Rights, 
the  court's  judgments  are 
binding.  On  November  15,  the 
court  ruled  that  even  if  Mr 
Chahal  had  been  a terrorist 

(which  he  denies),  there 
would  still  be  no  justification 
for  returning  him  to  a situa- 
tion in  which  he  was  likely  to 
he  tortured.  In  fact,  it  held 
this  principle  to  be  so  funda- 
mental that  it  did  not  examine 
what  it  called  the  British  gov- 
ernment’s “untested,  but  no 
doubt  bona  fide,  allegations 
against  him'*. 

Acknowledging  what  they 
called  “the  immense  difficul- 
ties faced  by  the  states  in 
modern  times  in  protecting 
their  communities  from 
terrorist  violence",  foe  judges 
nevertheless  affirmed  that 
“even  in  these  circumstances, 
foe  (European)  Convention 
prohibited  in  absolute  terms 
torture  or  Inhuman  or  degrad- 
ing treatment  or  punishment 
irrespective  qf  the  person  in 
question.  ” (Emphasis  added.) 

J jk  S a lawyer,  Mr  Howard 
needs  nobody  to  ex- 
^"^plain  that  even  had  Mr 
Chahal's  bands  been  dripping 
with  blood,  he  cannot  now  be 
sent  hack  to  a country  in 
which  he  risks  being  tor- 
tured- This  raises  foe  ques- 
tion, then,  of  which  carries 
more  legal  weight  — Mr  How- 
ard’s latest  addition  to  the 
paperwork  of  the  United 
Nations,  which  he  presented 
yesterday  morning  as  a blow 
for  our  right  to  sleep  in  our 
beds  without  fear  of  the  pres- 
ence of  annoying  foreigners 
on  our  shores,  or  the  Euro- 
pean Convention  for  Human 
Rights?  Yes,  you've  guessed 
it  It’s  the  European  Conven- 
tion — now,  in  some  legal 
opinion,  considerably 
strengthened  as  a result  of  foe 
Chahal  case. 

I wonder  what  Mr  Howard 
could  have  meant,  then,  when 
he  said  his  resolution  was 
significant?  It  couldn't  be  that 
it  is  just  a significant  exercise 
in  public  relations  at  the  tax- 
payer’s expense,  with  no  legal 
weight  whatsoever,  could  it? 
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Sir  Laurens  van  der  Post 


Wiseman 
of  Africa 


Laurens  van  der 
Post  who  has  died 
aged  90.  was  a man 
of  many  achieve- 
ments, public  and 
private.  He  was  an  Afrikaner 
and.  by  long  residence  and 
cultural  familiarity,  also  a 
European.  He  had  been  a sol- 
dier — and  a prisoner  of  war 
who  discovered  and  preached 
forgiveness  for  his  enemies. 
He  was  a fanner  who  became 
a writer,  a Journalist  and  also 
an  interna  tionail  y-s  uccessfUl 
novelist  and  film-maker. 

He  was  a traveller  who  ex- 
plored Africa,  a philosopher 
who  embraced  psychoanaly- 
sis, a secret  diplomat  and  the 
confidante  of  princes  and  — 
said  his  critics  — a South 
African  liberal  who  became  a 
bit  of  a reactionary  (hut  that 
wasn't  really  true. . .).  His  life 
always  brought  together  liter- 
ature and  public  affairs. 

He  was  born  in  the  Orange 
Free  state,  the  13th  of  15  chil- 
dren of  a distinguished  Afri- 
kaner family;  his  father  was 
Dutch,  a prominent  lawyer, 
his  mother  a member  of  one 
of  South  Africa's  oldest  Hu- 
guenot families.  Van  der  Post 
was  to  return  again  and  again 
in  his  books  to  this  upbring- 
ing on  the  edge  of  the  Kalaha- 
ri Desert  he  often  explained 
his  Bushman  nurse  was  a 
seminal  character  in  his  life. 

At  17.  he  became  a journal- 
ist in  Durban  — again,  he 
wrote  frequently  about  this 
period  of  his  life.  At  20  he  was 
briefly  associated  with  Roy 
Campbell  and  William 
Plomer  on  a literary  maga- 
zine called  Voorslag  which, 
although  only  three  issues  ap- 
peared. has  since  acquired  an 
exaggerated  significance  for 
its  role  in  South  Africa's 
inter-war  literature. 

More  interesting,  1926  was 
also  the  year  when  he  first 
visited  Japan,  in  the  company 
of  William  Plomer  and  as 
guest  of  the  magnificent  Cap- 
tain Katsue  Mori,  a mercan- 
tile officer  whom  van  der  Post 
met  by  accident  and  protected 
from  racial  unpleasantness. 
Japan  was  to  be  more  impor- 
tant in  van  der  Post's  life  than 
he  can  have  imagined,  and  he 
and  Plomer  both  later  wrote 
about  that  journey  — with 
fascinating  discrepancies  in 
the  reportage. 

Thereafter,  the  pre  war 
period  appears  to  have  been 
difficult.  Van  der  Post  mar- 
ried Marjorie-  Wendt  in  South 
Africa  In  1928.  They  had  two 
children.  He  came  to  London, 
then  returned  to  South  Africa 
to  work  on  the  Cape  Times, 
then  came  back  to  Britain, 
when?  he  combined  farming 
in  Gloucestershire  with  free- 
lance journalism.  He  also 
wrote  his  first  novel.  In  A 
Province,  which  was  pub- 
lished by  Leonard  and  Vir- 
ginia Woolfs  Hogarth  Press 
in  1934.  This  was  one  of  the 
earliest  fictional  indictments 
by  an  Afrikaner  of  what  was 
to  become  apartheid  — wor- 
thy of  comparison  with 
Ploraer’s  Turbott  Wolfe  — and 


it  was  well-received;  hut  van 
der  Post  had  not  yet  come  into 
his  own.  When  war  broke  out. 
he  immediately  enlisted  and 
was  soon  commissioned. 

He  served  first  In  Ethiopia 
(an  experience  which  he 
would  write  about  only  many 
years  later  in  The  Voice  of  the 
Thunder,  1993),  then  In  the 
Western  Desert  and  Burma, 
finally  In  Java,  where  he  was 
captured  by  the  Japanese,  to 
be  held  — sometimes  under 
threat  of  imminent  execution 
— for  three  years.  Many  of 
his  subsequent  books  refer 
back  to  his  experiences  as  a 
prisoner  of  war. 

It  was  the  turning  point  of 
his  life.  The  Seed  and  the 
Sower  (1963)  eventually  be- 
came the  film  Merry  Christ- 
mas, Mr  Lawrence;  The  Dark 


He  led  the  listeners 
to  his  stories 
through  Bushman 
or  Homeric  tales  to 
ponder  the 
wisdom  of  the  soul 


Eye  in  Africa  (1955).  a medita- 
tion which  he  had  begun  to 
write  before  the  war,  sig- 
nalled his  renewed  interest  in 
the  problems  of  his  own  conti- 
nent Van  der  Post’s  writings, 
so  often  autobiographical, 
cover  only  some  of  the  epi- 
sodes in  his  long  life:  for 
instance,  only  in  his  90th  year 
did  be  write  about  his  experi- 
ences in  Indonesia  after  the 
war.  In  The  Admiral's  Baby 
(1996).  an  autobiographical  se- 
quel to  The  Night  of  the  New 
Moon  (1970),  he  described  the 
brief  British  involvement  in 
Java.  1945-47,  when  he 
worked  in  a senior  role  for 
Lord  Mountbatten  during  the 
difficult  period  when  the 
Dutch  prepared,  mistakenly, 
to  resume  their  colonial  role. 

Eventually  — ■ long  after  the 
war  had  ended  — he  returned 
to  Britain,  collected  an  OBE 
and  a CBE  "for  gallant  and 
distinguished  services  In  the 
field",  quit  the  Army  (where 
he  was  a full  Colonel)  set  off 
again  for  Africa  and  for  a new 
career  as  writer-explorer.  In 
1949,  he  married  again  to  In- 
garet Giffard.  a Jungian  ana- 
lyst whom  he  had  met  on  a 
sea  journey  before  the  war. 
She  Introduced  him  to  Carl 
Gustav  Jung  in  Zurich. 

Van  der  Post’s  literary  rep- 
utation took  off  with  the  pub- 
lication of  Venture  to  the  Inte- 
rior in  1952,  his  account  of  a 
journey  to  Nyasaland  investi- 
gating for  the  British  govern- 
ment The  book  continues  to 
attract  plaudits  for  its  poetic 
sensibility’  and  profound  In- 
sights into  Africa,  even  as  it 
is  criticised  for  its  inflation  of 
a simple  central  African  jour- 
ney. Van  der  Post  never 
looked  back.  He  produced  col- 
ourful and  (for  those  in  sym- 


pathy) magnificent  novels  set 
in  an  Africa  frequently  bor- 
rowed from  his  childhood. 


their  thpnM*?  tending  tO  >te 
adventurous:  for  example. 
The  Face  Beside  The  Fire 
(1953)  Flamingo  Feather 
(1965),  and  later,  when  he  had 
become  femons  for  his  expert- 
ise on  the  Bushmen  of 
Becbuanaland/Botswana,  A 
Story  Like  The  Wind  (1972) 
and  A Far-Off  Place  (1973). 

In  the  1950s  he  bad  made 
journeys  to  the  Kalahari  { The 
Lost  World  Of  The  Kalahari. 
1968,  The  Heart  of  The  Burner. 
1961 X with  spin -off  television 
documentaries.  These  were 
later  to  attract  criticism  from 
professional  anthropologists, 
though  laymen  better  remem- 
bered van  der  Post’s  love  of 
these  doomed  people.  He  went 
on  to  travel  in.  and  report 
from,  Russia  and  Japan  and 
even  managed  an  engaging 


cookery  book  called  First 
Catch  Your  Eland  (1977). 

But  this  was  his  role  as 
writer.  Van  der  Post  was  also 
a man  of  public  affairs,  which 
he  conducted  very  privately. 
H is  contacts  — his  friend- 
ships — In  southern  Africa 
were  considerable,  as  they 
were  in  London  and  else- 
where. and  this  brought  him 
roles  in  the  dramas  of  the  past 
30  years,  many  of  which  stSl 
remain  unreported.  For  ex- 
ample, we  now  know  that  he 
was  awarded  his  knighthood 
in  1981  because  of  his  role  as 
intermediary  in  the  London- 
Johannesburg  negotiations 
over  a Rhodesian  settlement 
— and  not  because  his  friend 
Margaret  Thatcher  appreci- 
ated his  literary  gifts. 

HE  OFTEN  chose  to 
conceal  his  con- 
tinuing fight 
against  apartheid 
in  its  darkest 
days,  just  as  he  was  totally 
discreet  about  his  rale  as  sage 
and  counsellor  to  the  Royal 
Family:  that  he  was  godfather 
to  Prince  William  was  the 
only  public  clue.  (Private  Eye 
never  realty  understood  how 
important  he  was  to  Princes 
Charles,  however  they 
mocked  the  relationship  in 
the  wickedly  funny  serial. 
Heir  of  Sorrows.) 

As  the  years  passed  — he 
had  based  himself  in  London 
and  in  a converted  lighthouse 
in  Aldeburgh  — van  der 
Post's  books  became  Increas- 
ingly autobiographical, 
reflective  and  mystical.  In  Yet 
Being  Someone  Other  (2982) 
and  About  BUufy  (1991),  the 
nearest  he  got  to  straight- 
forward autobiography,  van 
der  Post  was  writing  about 
long-lasting  memories,  recent 
friendships  and  urgent  con- 
cerns. He  became  an  influen- 
tial and  active  leader  of  the 
world-wide  “wilderness'’  con- 
cept. and  a foundation  has 
been  set  up  to  support  his 
pioneering  work. 

He  followed  events  In  South 
Africa  intensely,  and  contin- 
ued to  be  a frequent  visitor 
his  sympathies  — for  Chief 
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Laurens  van  der  Post,  above  left,  with  grand-daughter  Emma  Crichton-MHler  in  The 
World  About  Us  on  BBC  TV  in  1979;  above,  in  London,  in  1988  photograph:  orahamtuvcr 


Gatsba  Butfaelezi,  for  instance 
— were  rarely  in  line  with 
current  feshion,  just  as  his 
opposition  to  sanctions  (and 
his  likely  influence  hi  this  on 
Margaret  Thatcher)  did  not 
assure  him  the  approval  of 
many  Guardian  readers.  None 
of  this  should  suggest  that  he 
ever  had  the  slightest  sympa- 
thy for  apartheid:  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  from  his  youth, 
as  his  books  confirm,  a pas- 
sionate and  instinctive  enemy 
of  racialism.  But  he  was  born 
a member  of  the  Afrikaner 
Establishment  and  could 
never  resign. 

He  was  for  ever  a White 
African  — he  was  honoured  to 
be  dubbed  a “White  Bush- 
man” — yet  he  spent  most  or 
his  life  outside  South  Africa. 
In  his  later  years,  his  energies 
undiminished  by  age,  he  con- 
tinued to  write  and  to  nurse 
his  wife  Ingaret  (to  whom 


many  of  his  hooks  were  dedi- 
cated). He  always  found  tbe 
time  to  respond,  unfailingly, 
to  the  people,  strangers  as  well 
as  friends,  who  applied  to  him 
for  support  and  wisdom.  He 
was  greatly  loved  by  old  and 
young:  he  had  a natural  cour- 
tesy which  he  offered,  indis- 
criminately, to  princes  or 
waiters,  statesmen  or 
students. 

His  friendship  with  Jung 
had  been  very  important  in 
his  life  (and  his  biography  of 
Jung  was  one  of  the  books  he 
was  happiest  to  have  written), 
though  he  never  felt  the  need 
to  undergo  analysis.  In  old 
age  he  was  increasingly 
drawn  to  the  ultimate  mas- 
ters of  literature  — Homer, 
Shakespeare  and  Dante  — 
and  his  writing  shows  bis 
growing  preoccupation  with 
them.  He  had  discovered  and 
developed  to  a fine  art  a won- 


derful African  gift  for  public 
story-telling;  tbe  sessions 
when  he  could  he  persuaded 
to  hold  forth,  with  never  a 
note,  were  Invariably 
crowded,  as  he  led  his  listen- 
ers through  Bushman  or  Ho- 
meric tales  to  ponder  the  laws 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  souL 
He  had  become  .tbe  wise  old 
man  of  Africa — a Jungian  — 
and  also  universal  — arche- 
type. and  as  such  be,  and  his 
memory,  will  survive  the  oc- 
casional sceptic  and  his  — 
very  few  — detractors. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Ingaret,  a daughter,  Lucia, 
and  six  grandchildren. 


J DFJones 


Laurens  Jan  van  der  Post, 
writer,  farmer,  soldier,  explorer, 
conservation  tet,  bam  December 
13,  1906;  died  December  IS. 
1996 


Sir  Bryan  Roberts v 

Guardian  of  the 


honest  accounts 


IN  THE  early  years  after 
Malawi'  became'  indepen- 
dent in  1964*.  Prime  Minis- 
ter fiater  President)  Dr  Has- 
tings . Banda’s  tasks  were 
difficult,  but  he  was  able  to 
place  the  country  on  a sur- 
prisingly sound  economic 
footing.  This  was  due  to  the 
influence  of  Sir  -Bryan 
Roberts,  his  principal  ad- 
viser, who  has  died  aged  73. 

Conditions  deteriorated 
badly  later  as  the  government 
regime  became  increasingly 
oppressive,  hot  fn  the  early 
days,  Banda  was  much  in 
favour  with  international  aid 
donora  for  the  prudent  man- 
ner in  which  external,  aid  to 
Malawi  was  used  and,  equally 
Important,  accounted  for.  The 
extent  to  which  Banda  relied 
upon  Sir  Bryaix’s  advice  and 
skiffs  — often  subtly  exer- 
cised — is  Hhistraled  by  the 
fact  that  he  entrusted  to 
Roberts  the  chairmanship  of 
the  all-important  Malawi 
army  council,  national  secu- 
rity and  intelligence  council 
and  development  and  plan- 
ning council . 

Bryan  Roberts  was  bom  at 
Southsea,  tbe  son  of  tbe  chief 
education  officer  for  Croydon, 
and  went  to  Oxford.  He  had  a 
distinguished  war  record  and 
did  not  return  to  civilian  life 
nriHi  1946.  He  was  commis- 
sioned in  the  Artillery  and  in 
the  last  two  years  of  the  war 
served  in  France.  Belgium, 
Holland  and  Germany.  He 
then  took  up  law  and  was 

railed  fn  fha  Ha^  gg  a wiomlwr 

of  Gray’s  inn,  in  1950.  Be 
worked  for  a further  two 
years  in  the  civil  service  In 
the  Treasury  Solicitor’s  De- 
partment before  taking  up  a 
career  in  the  colonies  where 
he  spent  the  next  19  years  — 
all  in  central  Africa. 

Roberts  joined  the  colonial 


legal  service  in  1953  in  North- 
ern Rhodesia  (how  Zambia) 
where  be  served  for  seven 
years  as  Crown  Counsel  until 
being  promoted  to  be  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  in 
I960.  The  following  year  he 
moved  to  become  Solicitor- 
General  in  Nyasaland  (now 
Malawi)  which,  with  the  two 
Rhodes  ias,  had  become  part 
of  the  Central  Africa  Federa- 
tion in  1953.  Roberts's  service 
in  Africa  covered  foe  whale  of 
the  federal  era  and,  in  Its 
later  years,  he  was  closely 
involved  in  the  government's 
reactions  to  the  Nyasaland 
Congress  Party's  attempts, 
under  Dr  Banda,  to  extricate 
itself  from  foe  federation. 
These  years  were  tumultu- 
ous, sometimes  violent  and 
involved  much,  often  diffi- 
cult legal  work. 

He  was  appointed  Queen’s 
Council  in  1961.  He  was  min- 


Birthdays 


Simon  Bates,  disc  jockey,  49; 
Peter  Blackburn,  chairman, 
Nestie’s  UK.  56;  Dame  Mary 
Cartwright  FRS.  mathema- 
tician, 96;  Prof  Mark  Cas- 
son,  economist,  51;  Christo- 
pher Cazenove,  actor.  SI; 
Penelope  Fitzgerald,  writer, 
80;  Lord  Glenamara  CH,  for- 
mer Labour  minister.  84; 
Brian  Hayes,  radio  pre- 
senter, 59;  Bernard  Hill,  ac- 


ister  of  justice  from  1962  to 
1963  and  energetically,  firmly 
and  carefUBy  guided — and  at 
times  restrained  — his  Mala- 
wian parliamentary  -secre- 
tary, who  was  to  succeed  him. 

His  contribution  to  Malawi 
became  even,  greater  after  in- 
dependence when  he  concur- 
rently held  foe  posts  of  Attor- 
ney-General, secretary  for 

justice,  secretary  to  foe  Cabi- 
net and  head  ctf  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice. He  worked  closely  with 
ministers  -and  particularly 
with  Dr  Banda  — first  prime 
minister  and  then  president 
— who  bad  to  deal  with 
alarming  events;  tbe  ministe- 
rial rebellion  a few  weeks 
after  independence  when  the 


Bryan  Roberts . . .sharp 
and  pragmatic  intelligence 

whole  Cabinet  either  resigned 
or  were  dismissed;  foe  armed 
revolts  ' of  Chipembere  and 
Ghisiza  in  1965  and  Z967;  Afri- 
canlsation  of  the  Civil  Service 
over  an  extended  period;  foe 
resignation  of  all  the  high 
court  judges  in  1970,  when 
they  objected  to  changes  In 
tbe  criminal,  justice  system; 
Banda’s  diplomatic  and  eco- 
nomic relations  with  South 
Africa. 

In  1972  he  left  Malawi  and 
returned  to  this  country, 
where  he  was  knighted.  He 
worked  in  foe  Lord  Chancel- 
lor’s office  from  1973  to  1982, 
as  under-secretary  for  the  last 
live  years.  In  1975  he  was 
made  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  In  1983.  a metropolitan 
stipendiary  magistrate;  he 
was  chairman  of  both  the 
Commonwealth  Magistrates’ 
and  Judges’  Associations. 

Bryan  Roberts  was  a man  of 
great  elegance,  sartorially 
and  linguistically,  a man  of 
sharp  and  pragmatic  intelli- 
gence . and  an  entertaining 
companion'  who  served  Ma- 
lawi and  foe  law  welL  He 
married  three  times,  and  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Barbara. 


Conn 


Bryan  Clleva  Roberts,  lawyer 
and  ctvll  servant  bom  March  22, 
1823;  died  December  8. 1906 


tor,  52;  Dominic  Lawson, 
editor,  foe  Sunday  Telegraph, 
40;  Kerry  Packer,  Australian 
teievison  magnate,  59;  Sir 
Leonard  Peach,  Public  Ap- 
pointments Commissioner. 
64;  Robert  Robinson,  broad- 
caster, 69;  Peter  Snell,  ath- 
lete, 58;  Tommy  Steele, 
singer  and  actor,  60;  Prof 
William  Stewart,  former 
vice-chancellor.  Keele  Univer- 
sity, 81;  Baroness  Strange, 
author.  68;  Cecil  Walker,  Ul- 
ster Unionist  MP.  72. 


Death  Notices 

CUFTON  John,  pewatf  away  suddenly  tort 
paaceiolly  at  home  m Bristol.  Ttonday  129i 
December.  Lore  you.  OadL  Amy.  Leo  and 
Sonya.  Funarai  aarvics  Friday  oeeamow 
20th  at  Christ  Church.  CaAon.-  Bristol 
t£30pm-  Bowses  or  donations  lor  Anstetty 
limmadoraL  do  R.  Deirtw,  381  Gloucester 
Road,  Bristol.  Tat  0117  942  4038. 
BAMD80N.  Ofea  Mary,  on  December 
ilth  peacefully  at  WMorrt  General  Hasftf- 
taL  Cremation  st  West  Hern  Crwmrtorlian 
on  2CBi  December  al  Ml  Mo  irarere, 
donation*  to  Brttteft  Lung  Foundation. 
EnraUrtee;  Ooeporadve  Funeral  Services. 
01®  241488. 

KAY.  Jack  Daman!,  on  Deuba  13ih 


a 


_ _ and  David.  Funeral  at  Wakes  Corns 

Parish  Church  Saturday  2lac  art  taOdom. 

No  Jonere.  donations  if  etoDad  to  Institute 

of  Neurology  Developemeni  Fund.  Queen 

square.  WCNi  38Q 

SILVER  Sfcfciay.  Peaked  away  December 
14Vi.  deeply  mourned  bjr  many  retodvee 
erss.hionds.  cremate*?  Wtodnieuby  ttecan- 
ber  18th  230pm,  Hoop  Lane.  Qokters 
Green: 


In  Memoriam 


CUFF,  Janets  Peter.  Ex  Production  Uan- 
Beer.  Granada  TV.  DIM  hi  a North  Wales 
Hospital  iWt  November  1996.  Mteead  wWi 

«tatrnm  and  loved  by  Ms  wM»  w*J 
y.  Grateful  thanks  to  Me  Mends  and 
Granada  coceaguae  hi  particular  who 
wrote,  an  commenting  on  Ms  wit  and  a 
unique  raconteur.  A pupa  at  9 Paul's,  he 
excel)  ad  In  tanguaees;  baeKJns  a fluent 
knowledge  01  Dvo  Etrcpean  tenguaoes.  ne 
was  buy  adding  mu  to  Ms  coneneat 
Goodbye  dear  Husband,  Daddy  and 
Grandpa. 


Anniversaries 


Mar  Mcoie,  let's  try  anaOter  Mission  Im- 
poestbie-Partc?  Tan 


Jf 
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■To  place  your  wmounceroert  h 
0171  7134887.  FJu  0171  7T3  4I2B. 
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Jackdaw 


Mis-fortune 

DIRECTORATE  of  Corporate 
Services 

Deputy  MIS  Manager 
Barking  College  has  a large, 
well-resourced  Further  Edu- 
cation College  that  has 
achieved  growth  of  80  per 
cent  in  the  throe  years  since 
incorporation.  As  part  of  the 
college's  underlying  commit- 
ment to  IT.  you  will  play  a 
crucial  role  in  the  on-going 
development  and  evolution  of 
our  MIS  capacity.  With  an  ap- 
propriate degree  and/or  pro- 
fessional qualification,  your 
project  management  experi- 
ence will  be  invaluable  m 
helping  deliver  a flexible  and 
wide-ranging  vision  for  MIS. 


An  unfortunate  Job  title  (o 
have.  Advertised  in  (Ac  Times 
Education  Supplement. 
Thanks  to  Phil  Reot.il, 

Wise  words 

SHE  does  not  Get  PMS. 

She  becomes:  Hormonally 

Homicidal. 

She  does  not  have:  A Killer 
Body.  She  Is:  Terminally 
Attractive. 

She  Is  not  A Bad  Cook.  She  is: 
Microwave  Compatible. 

She  is  not  A Bad  Driver.  She 
is:  Automotive!  y Challenged. 
She  is  not:  A Perfect  10.  She  is: 
Numerically  Superior. 

She  is  not:  Easy.  She  Is:  Hori- 
zontally Accessible. 

She  does  not  have:  Sexy  Lips. 
She  is:  Collagen  DependenL 
You  do  not  ask  her  To  Dance. 
You  request  A Preeoltal 
Rhythmic  Experience. 

She  is  not  A Gossip.  She  is:  A 
Verbal  Terminator. 

She  docs  not  have:  A Great 
Butt.  She  is:  Gluteus  To  The 
Maximus. 

She  does  not  have:  Big  Hoot- 
ers. Her  Cups  Runneth  Over. 
She  docs  not  have:  Great 
Cleavage  (A  Great  Rack).  Her 
breasts  are:  Centrally  Located. 


Politically  correct  phrases  Jbr 
the  oceT'Sensittoe from  the  Hu- 
mour Ustseroer.  Thanks  to 
Michael  Joule. 

Wot-Rot 

A WOMAN  who  has  waited  a 
fair  old  while  fora  call,  or  for 
the  sound  ofkey-fumbling  in 
foe  hall,  frets  a bit. 

She  completes  a mental 
check  list  of  foe  possibilities 
(she  prefers  mangled  car-in- 
the-dltch  to  pretty  girl-m-the- 
bathroom).  And  she  decides 
both  are  probably  fairly  ex- 
treme, as  scenarios  go.  She 
gives  up  fretting  and  allows 
her  ire  to  rise. 

When  a “What  foe  Hell" 
guy  gets  home  to  a female 
with  puffy  eyes  (waiting  up/ 
fretting/ lying  awake  rehears- 
ing cutting  comments)  and  a 
stony  countenance,  he  imagi- 
nes foe  mood  might  improve 
if  he  just  acts  normal.  He  ima- 
gines wrong. 

The  thing  Is.  Sweetie- Pie  is 
none  too  keen  on  the  Pariah 
role,  now  he’s  getting  a taste 
of  it.  He’d  like  to  reinstate 
himself  in  foe  Good  Books  (in 
which  he  was  formerly  so 
comfortable)  as  swiftly  as 


possible.  He  calls  on  all  his 
inner  resources. 

Roll  on  the  Run-Around 
Brothers.  The  Run-Around 
Brothers,  Tommy-Rot  and 
Red-Herring  are  key  mem- 
bers of  a man’s  Cranium  Sun- 
ny. He  relies  on  them  to  get 
him  out  of  all  sorts  of  Scrapes 
With  Women. 

They  are  a pesky  pair.  Fed 
up  with  hanging  about  in  a 
man’s  psyche  waiting  for 
their  cue  to  come  out  when 
they  hear  the  words  "I  didn’t 
call  because  I thought  you’d 
be  asleep”  they  waste  no  time 
in  rushing  into  action. 

At  breakfast  a stony-faced 
woman,  who  is  making  an  art 
of  ignoring  foe  pathetic  ex- 
cuses limping  over  the  cereal 
packets  is  sometimes  a bit 
disconcerted  when  Sweetie- 
Pie  That  Was  is  transformed 
suddenly  into  a conniving 
double  act  Her  measured, 
mirthless  muesli-chewing  is 
momentarily  disrupted  when 
foe  man  goes  into  Excuse-Af- 
fection Overdrive.  For  a 
second,  she  isn’t  exactly  sure 
what  is  happening. 

This  is  what  is  happening. 

The  Run-Around  Brothers 
work  as  a team.  Tommy-Rot 


flaps  some  serious  flannel  at 
tbe  woman,  while  Red-Her- 
ring distracts  her  with  a bit  of 
foe  old  kissy-wissy.  (The  man 
Imagines  foe  combo  to  be 
pretty  failsafe.  He  is  enor- 
mously well-encouraged  by 
foe  temporary  halt  in  muesli 
chewing.)  He  imagines 
wrong.  Still,  the  Run-Around 
boys  jump  to  it 

’•So”,  says  Tommy-Rot 
"foe  reason  I hadn’t  men- 
tioned it  was  because  I didn’t 
want  to  upset  you.  And  look,' 
see.  I was  right  because  you 
are  upset . . 

“Come  on”  pouts  Red-Her- 
ring. “Let's  just  forget  it,  eh?” 

“Friends?”  whine  the  boys 
in  unison  as  Red  lowers  his 
head  and  attempts  to  plant  a 
smoocheroo  on  the  woman’s 
shoulder.  But  foe  smoo- 
cheroo Fails.  Miserably. 

The  woman  rises  slowly 
from  her  seat  and,  with  a cal- 
culated step,  approaches  foe 
sink.  Sheproceeds  to  rinse 
her  muesli  bowl.  Noisily. 
Eventually  the  dish  clatters  . 
on  to  foe  draining  beard.  Tbe 
tap  is  turned  Oft  The  woman 
swings  around  to  face  the 
man.  She  does  not  look  like 
his  Honey-Bunny. 


Cosmopolitan  describes  some 
common  Man-ln-the-Dog 
House  tactics. 

Liberty  lies 

* YES,  1 seem  to  have  con- 
tracted some  attention-defi- 
cit disorder  and,  hey.  how 
about  them  Skins,  huh?  So,  1 
won’t  be  able  to,  yes,  could  r 
help  you?  No,  no,  Fllbe  stick- 
ing with  Sprint  but  thank- 
you  for  caning. 


Honey-bunnies . .-.  Cosmo 


* When  I got  up  this  morning 
1 took  two  Ex-Lax  In  addition 
to  my  Prozac.  I can't  get  off 
foe  John,  but  I feel  good  about 
it 

* My  stigmata’s  acting  up. 

* I can’t  come  in  to  work  . 
today  because  Fll  be  stalking 
my  previous  boss,  who  fired 
me  for  not  showing  up  for 
work.  OK? 

* I have  a rare  case  of  48-hour 
projectile  leprosy,  but  I know 
we  hhve  that  deadline  to 
meet... 

* lam  stuck  in  the  blood  pres- 
sure machine  down  at  the  . 
Food  Giant 

* Constipation  has  made  me 
a walking  time-bomb. 

* I Just  found  out  that  1 was 
switched  at  birth.  Legally,  I 
shouldn’t  come  to  work 
knowing  my  employee  re- 
cords may  now  contain  false 
information. 

* The  psychiatrist  said  it  was 

an  excellent  session.  He  even 
gave  me  this  jaw  restraintso 
I wont  bite  things  when  lam . 
startled.  . 

* The  dog  ate  my  car  keys. 
We’regoing  to  hitch-hike  to 
foe  vet 

enigma. 


* My  mother-in-law  has  come 
back  as  one  of  the  Undead 
and  we  must  track  her  to  her 
coffin  to  drive  a stake 
through  her  heart  and  give 
her  eternal  peace.  One  day 
should  do  it 

* I can’t  come  to  work  today 
because  foe  EPA  has  deter-  - 
mined  that  my  house  is  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  wet- 
lands andl  have  to  arrange 
for  helicopter 

transportation. 

*Iam  converting  my  calen- 
dar from  Julian  to 
Gregorian. 

*1  am  extremely  sensitive  to 
a rise  in  foe  interest  rates. 

* I refuse  to  travel  to  my  job 
in  foe  District  until  there  is  a 
commuter  tax.  I insist  on 
paying  my  fair  share. 

The  Washington  Post  pro- 
vides excuses  for  those  wishing 
to  aooid  the  office  all  of  next 
week.  Thanks  to  Bob  Paisley. 

Jackdaw  wants  Jewels.  E-mail 
]ackdoto®guardian.  co.  uK'fox 
01 71-7134366;  Jackdaw.  The 
Guardian.  119  Farringdon 
Road.  London  ECirsfr 


Emily  Sheffield 


Tuesday  Dccetnber  17 1996 

Europewhistles  in  Boeing  wind,  page  12 Great  expectations  for  MFI,  page  1 2 


Financial  Editor:  Alex  Brummer 
Telephone:  0171-239-9610 
Fax:  0171-833-4456 


FinanceGuardian 


Sellaf  ield  storm  over  plan 
to  increase  discharges 


Paul  Brown  and  Simon  Beavis  report 
on  the  latest,  costly  delay  to  beset  the 
£2.3bn  Thorp  nuclear  reprocessing  plant 


RITISH  Nuclear 
Fuels*  showcase 
£2.3  billion  Thorp 
| reprocessing  plant, 
at  Sellafield  in 
west  Cumbria,  will  be  hit  by 
fresh  costly  delays  because  of 
a row  over  its  plans  for  a huge 
increase  in  discharges  from 
the  plant. 

The  thermal  oxide  repro- 
cessing plant  has  still  to  be 
formally  “commissioned"  by 
government  safety  officials, 
nearly  three  years  after  it 
began  operations.  An  applica- 
tion to  go  through  the  com- 
missioning process  with  the 
Nuclear  Installations  Inspec- 
torate (Nil)  was  expected 
many  mouths  ago  but  has  still 
not  been  made  by  the  opera- 
tors BNFL. 

But  the  company  has  ap- 
plied to  change  the  radio- 
active discharges  from  the 
plant  and  faces  substantial 
legal  hurdles  in  justifying 
them  to  the  Environment 
Agency  and  the  public. 

An  application  to  increase 
six-fold  the  aerial  discharges 
of  the  isotope  tritium  has 
been  placed  on  the  public 
register.  It  is  bound  to  cause  a 
flood  of  new  objections  when 
the  application  for  a new  dis- 
charge licence  is  put  out  for 
public  consultation  next  year. 

Martin  Forwood,  for  Cum- 
brians Opposed  to  a Radio- 
active Environment  and  a 
veteran  BNFL  watcher,  be- 
lieves the  company  is  “delib- 
erately hiding  serious 
weaknesses. 

“Thorp  is  clearly  in  trou- 
ble. We  have  always  believed 
the  plant  was  unnecessary 
and  a white  elephant.  BNFL 
was  always  fer  too  optimistic 
about  its  ftiture. 

“The  company  is  very  se- 
cretive about  exactly  what  is 
going  on  in  terms  of  produc- 
tion. The  application  for  new 
aerial  emissions  shows  some- 
thing is  amiss.  The  company 
would  not  be  asking  for  them 
unless  they  had  been  forced  to 
by  circumstances  — discharg- 
ing this  stuff  over  the  coun- 
tryside brings  the  threat  of 
more  cancers." 

Mr  Forwood  added  that  "by 
their  own  original  targets 


they  should  have  reprocessed 
LOGO  tonnes  of  fuel  by  now 
but  their  latest  figures  show 
they  have  actually  managed 
just  400  tonnes.  The  original 
10-year  timescale  for  repro- 
cessing 7,000  tonnes  in  10 
years  seems  dubious,  if  not 
impassible." 

BNFL  has  urged  the  Envi- 
ronment Agency  to  deal  with 
the  new  discharge  licences  as 
quickly  as  possible  but,  with 
the  prospect  of  having  Its 
actions  challenged  in  the 
High  Court  by  green  groups, 
the  agency  will  be  cautious. 

Even  if  all  goes  well,  it  win 
be  at  least  the  middle  of  1997 
before  a new  licence  can  be 
Issued.  The  agency  estimates 
it  would  take  another  six 
weeks  before  it  evaluates  the 
application  for  new  dis- 
charges and  public  consulta- 
tion could  begin. 

This  has  to  last  eight  weeks, 
according  to  statute,  and  (ben 
any  comments  must  be  con- 
sidered in  detail  No  result  is 
likely  before  the  end  of  June. 

Despite  these  apparent  set- 
backs, the  company  remains 
optimistic  that  Thorp  win 
work  as  originally  intended,' 
that  its  new  application  will 
be  granted  and  that  the  works 
will  still  manage  to  reprocess 
7,000  tonnes  Of  spent  nuclear 
fhel  for  British,  German,  Jap- 
anese and  Swiss  nuclear  utili- 
ties in  the  first  10  years. 

The  forecast  of  £500  million 
profit  for  Thorp  in  this  period 
still  holds  good,  the  company 
says. 

Alastalr  Thomas,  develop- 
ment manager  for  the  Thorp 
group,  said  that  if  the  applica- 
tion on  emissions  was  de- 
layed the.  company  could  be 
In  trouble. 

BNFL  says  that  the  in- 
crease in  aerial  emissions  is 
balanced  by  a reduction  in 
sea  discharges  of  tritium.  In 
the  first  two  financial  years, 
the  company  says  65  tonnes 
and  208  tonnes  of  ftiel  respec- 
tively were  chopped  up 
(“sheared”)  and  dissolved.  Its 
target  for  the  present  year  is 
to  rearii  more  than  400  tonnes 
and  it  expects  to  hit  a 
throughput  of  900  tonnes  in 
the  fifth  year,  1998/99. 


Nndearpmrle  77*1*  at  SaDafleM  ™ nm nhriaT  has  shit  tn  he  fm-maHv  commissioned  photographs 


Bass  to  sell  61  Holiday  Inns 


Dominic  Walsh 


ASS,  the  brewing 
and  leisure  group,  is 
ito  offload  61  of  its 
. Holiday  Inn  hotels  in 
the  US  and  Canada  in  a deal 
worth  about  $650  million 
(£390  million). 

Under  the  terms  of  toe  deal 
announced  yesterday,  Bass  is 
selling  its  interests  in  47 
hotels  and  14  management 
contracts  to  the  Dallas-based 
Bristol  Hotel  Company.  In 
return,  it  will  receive  $391 
million,  plus  a 36JL  per  cent 
stake  in  Bristol,  which  ft  in- 
tends to  retain. 

Ttats,  which  admitted  last 


week  that  it  was  in  talks  with 
Bristol,  said  the  deal  would 
have  no  significant  effect  on 

earnings.  As  part  of  the  agree- 
ment, ft  win  get  two  seats  on 
the  Bristol  board. 

After  the  deal  goes  through 
next  spring,  Bristol  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  the  hotels 
under  the  Bass-owned  Holi- 
day ton  franchise  and  intends 
to  convert  a fhrther  10  of  its 
39  existing  hotels  to  the 
brand. 

The  61  hotels,  which  have  a 
book  value  of  $638  million, 
generated  profits  of  $69  mil- 
lion in  the  year  to  October. 

Richard  North,  Bass’s  fi- 
nance director,  said  the  dis- 
posal formed  part  of  the 


group’s  plan  to  build  the  mid- 
market Holiday  Inn  brand  as 
a global  franchise  business. 
“Owning  and  managing 
hotels  is  simply  a means  of 
supporting  that  operation.  We 
have  reached  the  point  in  the 
US  where  that  is  no  longer 
necessary."  he  said. 

Holiday  ton  would  continue 
to  own  and  manage  its  up- 
market Crowne  Plaza  hotels 
in  North  America,  he  added. 

Recently,  there  have  been 
suggestions  that  Bass  was 
seeking  to  sell  some  of  its 
European  Holiday  tons,  in- 
cluding those  in  the  UK.  How- 
ever, a spokesman  said  yes- 
terday: “Outside  the  US, 
franchising  is  not  a mature 


market  We  would  expect  to 
continue  to  invest  in  assets  in 
Europe  given  the  right 
opportunities.’’ 

In  the  UK  and  Ireland  there 
are  38  Holiday  tons,  of  which 
10  are  owned  outright  by 
Bass,  two  are  joint  ventures 
and  one  is  leased.  Bass  man- 
ages another  two  properties 
and  the  rest  are  owned  by 
franchisees. 

Bass,  which  must  face  a Mo- 
nopolies Commission  investi- 
gation in  connection  with  its 
takeover  of  Carlsberg-Tetley. 
also  announced  yesterday 
that  it  is  to  spend  $143  mil- 
lion installing  new  Unisys 
computers  at  2,800  pubs  and 
restaurants  in  the  UK. 


Media  moguls  under  pressure 


Cable  films  angered  by 
OFT  ruling  on  Murdoch 


Andrew  Cuff 

M«dl«  ComopondMK 


industry  is 
; an  appeal  to 
a ruling  by 
jfci r Trading 
[&irly  flavours 
■s  BSkyB. 
Hows  yester- 
Islon  to  ap- 
rate  cord  for 
tyB  channels 

^ the  direc- 
air  trading, 
egg  increase 
cable  opera- 
etiag  their 

ear  the  OFT 
aint  from  the 
that  BSkyB 


n an  anti- 

able  Con- 
sociation 

to  the  OFT 


wiling.  It  said  It  disagreed 
with  the  conclusion  that  there 
were  no  adverse  effects  from 
the  rate  card. 

•■We  fail  to  see  how  today's 
announcement  is  to  the  con- 
sumer’s interest”  the  associ* 
tian  said.  "The  new  rateranl 
will  require  the  majority,  if 
not  all  cable  television  sub- 
scribers to  pay  forBSky®?^; 
vices  regardless  of  whether 
they  want  them  or  sot” 

The  association  has  waged 
a long-standing  campaign 
against  BSkyB,  which  rt  says 
js  the  only  company  to  dictate 
toe  and  conditions  on 

which  cable  operators  carry 

Its  programming- 

K said  toe  issue  was  not 
dosed  and  there  was,  specula- 
tion ft  would  aweal  to  the 

AiMMgD  Commission  or  seek 

« High  Court  Judicial  review. 

Cftthi  for  a referral  to  the 

MonopoIies_and  Mergers 

f^piirtlMi  were  thought  an- 
likriy,  because  the  Goverp- 
Jrent  would  be  reluctant  to 


upset  Mr  Murdoch  with  a 
referral  in  toe  run-up  to  toe 
General  Election. 

BSkyB’ s revised  rate  card 
gives  cable  operators  the  op- 
tion to  choose  discount  struc- 
tures. These  could  be  based 
either  on  the  ratio  of  the  num- 
ber of  premium  channels 
taken  to  the  number  of  poten- 
tial cable  households,  or  tire 
ratio  of  the  number  Of  pre- 
mium channels  to  bask:  chan- 
nels taken. 

It  means  cable  companies 

will  have  the  option  to  carry  a 

basic  BSkyB  channel  to  fewer 
than  200  per  cent  of 
subscribers. 

Shares  in  BSkyB  were 
buoyed  by  the  news  together 
with  reports  that  ft  wffl  an- 
nounce this  week  a launch 
for  up  to  200  digital  satel- 
lite television  channels. 

Louise  Barton,  analyst  at 
Henderson  Crossthwafte, 
said:  “There  is  relief  the  OFT 
has  not  tampered  that  much 
with  the  pricing  structure." 


Black  retreats 
from  Australia 


Us?  Buckingham 


CONRAD  Black,  toe  Ca- 
nadian tycoon  who 
owns  the  Daily  Trie- 
graph,  yesterday  retreated 
from  the  Australian  market 
by  selling  his  25  per  cent 
in  John  Fairfax,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Sydney  Morning 
Herald,  the  Age  in  Melbourne 
and  the  Australian  Financial 
Review. 

Mr  Black's  Hoflinger  group 
has  sold  out  to  Brlerley  In- 
vestments for  S54  million 
Australian  dollars  (£274  mil- 
lion) after  finally  accepting 
that  the  Australian  govern- 
ment will  not  quickly  relax 
its  rules  limiting  foreign 

madia  ownership. 

Dan  Orison,  chief  executive 
of  the  Telegraph  and  a direc- 
tor of  Hoflinger,  said  the  com- 
pany had  made  an  A5280  mil- 
lion profit  on  Its  five-year 
investment  and  could  use  the 
proceeds  to  fond  acquisitions. 


The  165-year -old  Fairfax 
group  collapsed  into  receiver- 
ship in  1990  with  debts  of 
about  A$1.2  billion  after  a 
member  of  the  founding  fam- 
ily failed  to  take  it  private. 

Mr  Black  engineered  a deal 
to  refloat  the  group,  leaving 
15  per  cent  of  its  stock  in  the 
hands  of  the  Telegraph.  That 
was  subsequently  raised  to  25 
per  cent  — the  ceiling  put  on 
the  overseas  ownership  of 
Australian  media  properties. 

Since  then,  the  Fairfax 
share  register  has  been  host 
to  other  rival  media  magnates 
such  as  Rupert  Murdoch,  who 
recently  disposed  ofhis  hold- 
ing even  ftvwigh  he  likened 
Fairfax’s  classified  advertis- 
ing to  “rivers  of  grid”. 

Kerry  Packer,  Australia's 
richest  individual  owns 
a 15  per  cent  stake  and  Is 
widely  expected  to  try  to  seize 
control  if  the  government 
relaxes  its  cross-media 
ownership  rules,  possibly  as 
soon  as  this  spring. 


Scargill 

calls 

one-day 

strikes 


Setorns  MHne 
Labour  Editor 


A SERIES  of  one-day 
/A  walkouts  has  been 
# lcalled  by  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers 
throughout  the  privatised 
coal  industry  after  a 54  per 
cent  vote  to  strike  over  pay 
and  union  recognition. 

Arthur  Scargill,  NTJM 
president,  said  the  first 
strike  would  take  place  on 
Jan  6,  with  fhrther  stop- 
pages every  Monday.  A 
spokesman  for  RJB  Mining 
— which  owns  the  bulk  of 
the  surviving  deep  mine 
collieries  — said  legal 

action  to  halt  the  strikes 
“could  not  be  ruled  out”. 

The  NTJM  balloted  just 
over  6,000  of  its  members 
employed  in  more  than  20 
mining  companies,  includ- 
ing RJB,  its  subsidiaries, 

other  coal  companies  and 
contractors  such  as  Trafal- 
gar House  and  Cementa- 
tion. Turnout  in  toe  postal 
ballot  was  47  per  cent,  with 
1,435  voting  In  favour  of 
strikes  and  1,231  against. 

Mr  Scargill  said  the  bal- 
lot had  been  held  as  a result 
of  “rank  and  file  pressure'’ 
since  a poll  In  February, 
which  only  produced  a 
SB  per  cent  strike  vote.  Dis- 
content over  basic  pay 
rates  has  built  up  as  bo- 
nuses and  overtime  have 
been  squeezed.  RJB  refines 
to  recognise  unions  for  col- 
lective bargaining  and  its 
latest  pay  and  regrading 
offer  hicitules  no  increase 
for  seme  miners. 

RJB,  which  has  proved 
highly  profitable  and  has  al- 
ready paid  off  Its  privatisa- 
tion debts,  has  seen  Its  share 
price  fell  sharply  as  the  im- 
pact of  the  high  pound  has 
slashed  import  prices. 


Notebook 

Economic  victors 
can  still  lose  out 


Edited  by 
Mark  Milner 


ONE  glance  at  the 
OECD's  glowing  report 
on  the  state  of  the  Brit- 
ish economy  shows  why  some 
ministers  are  privately  finn- 
ing at  the  antics  of  the  Con- 
servative Euro-sceptics. 

A month  ago,  just  before 
tiie  Budget,  the  Government 
finally  thought  the  message 
was  starting  to  sink  In.  The 
economy  was  looking  good, 
some  of  the  gloss  was  coming 
Off  Tony  Blatr  and,  miracle  of 
miracles,  the  opinion  poll  gap 
was  closing. 

Now  they  are  back  to 
square  one.  As  one  minister 
put  it  privately  yesterday: 
“These  people  are  mad  to 
think  you  can  win  an  election 
by  being  anti-European.  But 
you  can  certainly  lose  one  by 
being  divided.” 

The  frustration  is  easy  to 
understand.  The  OECD  ex- 
pects UK  growth  to  be  a 
chunky  83  per  cent  in  1997, 
slowing  only  marginally  to 
3 per  cent  In  1998.  Unemploy- 
ment, set  to  dip  below  two 
min  inn  this  month  or  next,  is 
forecast  to  be  around  1.75  mil- 
lion in  two  years  time.  Infla- 
tion is  dormant  and  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  so. 

This  is  an  impressive  per- 
formance by  the  standards  of 
any  country.  For  the  UK,  as 
the  OECD  notes,  it  is  an 
achievement  not  matched 
since  the  mid-sixties. 

What’s  more,  as  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Chartered  Sur- 
veyors, points  out  in  its 
monthly  report  today,  nega- 
tive equity  win  be  a thing  of 
the  past  as  this  year’s 
recovery  in  house  prices  spills 
over  into  1997.  Ministers  won- 
der what  else  they  could  do  to 
revive  the  Government’s  pop- 
ularity. The  answer,  almost 
certainly,  is  nothing. 

Perhaps  voters  may  have 
decided  that  the  Conserva- 
tives deserve  no  credit  for  the 
devaluation-induced  eco- 
nomic revival-  Just  as  likely, 
however,  is  that  they  have  de- 
cided that  the  Conservatives 
have  simply  been  in  power 
for  too  long. 

A whiff  of  sleaze  has  more 
public  effect  than  30,000  off 
unemployment 
Why?  Because,  this  time 
round  at  least  it’s  not  the 
economy,  stupid. 


Bank’s  target 

Howard  davies  of  the 

Bank  of  England  was  in 
robust  mood  yesterday. 
Much  of  what  he  had  to  say 
about  the  convergence  crite- 
ria and  the  need  to  stick  to 
them,  post  monetary  union, 
has  been  heard  before  from 
Threadneedle  Street 
Indeed,  the  need  for  sus- 
tainable economic  conver- 
gence has  been  elevated  al- 
most to  the  state  of  Bank  of 
•England  mantra  since  the 
dreadful  day  in  1992  when  the 
Old  Lady  spent  billions  of 


pounds,  marks,  dollars,  any 
currency  it  coaid  get  its 
hands  on,  in  a desperate  and 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  keep 
sterling  within  the  exchange 
rate  mechanism. 

The  deputy  governor’s  tim- 
ing, however,  was  interesting. 
The  ink  is  barely  dry  on  the 
stability  pact  which  caused  so 
much  heart  searching  in  Dub- 
lin at  the  end  of  last  week  ami 
which  is  already  coming 
under  fire  in  Germany. 

It  Is  a moot  point  whether 
the  penalties  embodied  in  foe 
stability  pact  would  ever  be 
invoked.  Politically  they 
would  be  dynamite.  But,  put- 
ting that  rather  large  caveat 
aside  for  a moment,  what  Mr 
Davies  has  done  is  to  provide 
a reminder  that  the  conver- 
gence criteria  are  not  a sort  of 
monetary  highway  code,  with 
fixed  rate  penalties  for  ex- 
ceeding the  budgetary  speed 
limits.  Economies  are  not 
motor  vehicles.  Their  drivers 
cannot  he  hauled  on  to  the 
hard  shoulder  or  into  the 
magistrates  court  for  a wig- 
ging or  a fine. 

Such  reminders  are  neces- 
sary. If  monetary  union  was 
to  take  place  and  then  subse- 
quently fail  the  consequences 
for  the  European  Union 
would  be  devastating.  None- 
theless, Britain’s  partners  in 
Europe  might  take  such 
warnings  more  to  heart  if 
Britain  were  seen  to  be  closer 
to  the  heart  of  Europe.  The 
feet  that  it  is  not  was  Illus- 
trated neatly  by  Mr  Davies’ 
accompanying  homily  over 
access  to  Target,  the  Euro- 
pean settlement  system. 


Active  investors 

1 A fHEN  it  comes  to  the 
\/\/UK  Active  Value 
V V Fund,  activity  is 
rather  more  apparent  than 
value. 

Certainly  Kenwood  Appli- 
ances’ management  will  think 
so.  UKAV  had  called  for  Ken- 
wood to  put  itself  up  for  sale 
and,  though  the  management 
has  seen  the  idea  off  the 
battle  has  left  the  company 
with  costs  of  £500,000-pIus. 
Greycoat,  another  recipient  of 
UKAV’s  less  than  welcome  in- 
terest, feces  a similar  bUL 

UKAV’s  forays  into  Grey- 
coat and  Kenwood  raise  a 
point  One  of  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  quoted  com- 
pany system  is  that  the  mar- 
ket Imposes  its  own  discipline 
on  managements.  Outper- 
formers  may  reap  big 
rewards  but  underperforming 
managers  know  they  may 
face  shareholders  with  their 
own  ideas  about  how  their 
companies  should  he  run. 

Corporate  democracy 
comes  at  a price.  Sharehold- 
ers have  to  be  circulated, 
meetings  held,  professional 
advisers  hired.  Management 
time  is  gobbled  up  in  fighting 
battles  within  the  Square 
Mile  rather  than  in  running 
their  companies'  operations. 
Should  same  sort  of  check  be 
imposed?  The  answer  is  No. 
The  market  should  be  allowed 
to  function  freely. 

If  the  likes  of  UKAV  (which 
is  not  modest  as  far  as  its 

management  fees  are  con- 
cerned) fell  to  deliver  value  as 
well  as  action  they  will  find 
themselves  subject  to  the  dis- 
ciplines they  seek  to  impose 
on  others.  Those  who  live  by 
the  sword . . . 


Top  insurance 

brokers  merge 


Tony  May 


TWO  OF  Britain's  lead- 
ing insurance  brokers. 
Lloyd  Thompson  Group 

and  JIB  Group,  are  to  merge  in 

a £300  minion  deal  which  has 
been  prompted  by  the  “in- 
creasingly competitive  market 
environment”. 

wen  Carter,  nhief  (gecutive 
of  Lloyd  Thompson,  who  win 
nm  the  enlarged  company, 

os  Id  the  main  titflictlCO  Of  the* 
deal  was  the  complementary 
nature  of  the  two  companies’ 
operations.  It  forges  London's 
third  largest  brokerage  firm 
behind  Sedgwick  and  Willis 
Coroan.  Known  as  Jardine 
Lloyd  Thompson,  the  merged 
brokerage  will  have  income  of 
about  £230  million. 

Low  insurance  premiums 


are  prompting  braking  firms 
to  merge  so  that  costs  can  be 
cut  and  prefits  hoisted. 

On  the  merger  becoming 

effective  in  February.  Lloyd 

Tbompsm  shareholders  will 
hold  43  pm-  cent  of  the  share 
capital  and  JIB  shareholders 
57  per  cent 

Jardine  Matheson.  the  Hong 

Kong  conglomerate  which  will 

hold  34  per  cent  of  the  enlarged 
company  through  jib,  said: 
“The  combined  businesses  will 
be  more  competitive  than 
either  company  on  its  own  and 
better  placed  to  serve  the  in- 
creasingly sophisticated 
requirements  of  their  clients.” 

Mr  Carter  said  the  deal  had 
not  been  prompted  by  last 
week's  S2-23bifljon  (£740  mfl- 
1km)  takeover  of  Alexander  & 
Alexander  Services  by  Aon 
Corp. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  243 
Austria  17.84 
Belgium  51.86 
Canada  221 
Cyprus  0.7540 
Denmark  S.B4 
Finland  7.63 


Franca  8.44 
Germany  2J50 
Greece  3S8D0 
Hong  Kong  1234 
India  58.44 
Ireland  0.97 
Israel  5.44 


Italy  2.491 
Malta  0.5650 
Netherlands  241 
New  Zealand  &30 
Norway  1052 

Portugal  253£7 
S»udi  Arabia  6.19 


Supplied  by  MaiWaaf  Sank  (enhKHng  Indian  rupee  and  Israeli  stiemi). 


Singapore  227 
South  Africa  7.65 
Spain  21097 
Sweeten  tl.ie 
Swtortwd  2.13 
Turicay  157 .257 
USA  1.8255 
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Europe  whistles  in  the  wind 


Accidents  force 
world’s  airlines 
to  improve  crisis 
management 

THE  WORLD’S  airlines  ] aU  they  know.  A lack  t 
are  urgently  overhaul-  j sympathy  and  any  attemf 
ins  their  crisis  man-  to  hide  the  truth  can  nnl 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


CALLS  for  a swifter 
merger  of  the  four 
partners  which 
form  Airbus  envel- 
oped the  consor- 
tium yesterday  as  it  began  to 
digest  the  implications  of  the 
£28  billion  merger  of  Boeing 
and  McDonnell  Douglas. 

They  came  from  politicians 
and  from  within  the  com- 
pany. which  24  hours  earlier 
had  been  predicting  business 
as  usual.  This  complacent  at- 
titude was  later  replaced  by  a 
suggestion  from  Airbus  chair- 
man Edzard  Reuter  that  the 
timetable  for  achieving  single 


| company  status  had  to  be 
achieved  before  1999. 

He  admitted  the  American 
merger  would  “force  us  to 
consider  moving  quicker”.  It 
was  a warning  to  “all  Europe- 
ans to  speed  up  the  integra- 
tion of  their  aerospace  Indus- 
try, not  only  in  commercial 
aircraft  but  in  defence”. 

This  view  was  underlined 
by  the  German  economics 
minister,  Gflnter  R exrod t, 
who  said  that  Airbus  had  to  i 
move  quickly  to  improve  its  I 
structure  to  compete  with  its 
American  rivals.  It  needed  to 
be  a “convincing,  integrated 
European  company,  with  con- 
trol of  its  products  and  costs”. 

Mr  Rexnodt  said  Europe 
had  to  counter  the  American 


challenge  with  technology,  an 
area  where  Europe  was  still 
lagging  behind  the  US. 

The  French  gave  Airbus  a 
high  profile  yesterday  by  an- 
nouncing a forthcoming  visit 
by  the  world's  richest  man 
the  Sultan  of  Brunei.  Royal 
Brunei  Airlines'  fleet  is  at 
present  predominantly 
Boeing  747s. 

Airbus’s  greatest  problem 
is  how  to  resolve  differences 
between  its  four  national 
partners  as  it  moves  towards 
single  company  status.  The 
partners  said  in  July  that 
they  would  reach  a timetable 
for  setting  up  a new  company 
in  1999  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  this  has  slipped  to  the  be- 
ginning of  next  year. 


The  partners  are  Aerospa- 
tiale and  Germany’s  Deutsche 
Aerospace,  each  with  37.9  per 
cent  share,  British  Aerospace  I 
with  20  per  cent  and  Casa  of 
Spain  with  L2  per  cent 
A senior  executive  said  yes- 
terday that  the  partners  had 
different  positions,  Aerospa- 
tiale wanting  a minima?  Air- 
bus, the  Germans  wanting 
I maximum  involvement,  with 
BAe  seeking  a transfer  of  core 
assets  from  the  partners  to 
the  new  company.  Dick 
Evans,  its  chief  executive,  en- 
visaged BAe’s  dissolution 
into  European  Aerospace. 

These  divergent  aims  pit 
the  French  against  the  Ger- 
mans and  the  British.  The 
Germans  want  to  deepen  Air- 


bus’s integration  to  Include 
design  and  engineering  of 
sub-assemblies,  wnfl  building 
wings  and  fuselages. 

BAe  would  like  to  transfer 
design  and  mamifart  m-ing  fa- 
cilities and  provide  Airbus 
with  a strong  balance  sheet  to 
finance  aircraft  sales.  Such  a 
move  would  damage  Aerospa- 
tiale's reputation. 

Drawing  together  the  dis- 
parite  threads  of  four 
countries  into  one  business 
entity  has  never  been  at- 
tempted. Senior  executives 
are  trying  to  work  out  how 
the  shareholdings  in  the  new 
company  will  be  represented. 

Aerospatiale  gains  some  70 
per  cent  of  annnal  sales  from 
the  civilian  sector,  more  than 


BAe  and  the  Germans,  which 
have  military  and  motor  vehi- 
cle sales  to  boost  their  reve- 
nue income.  Although  Aero- 
spatiale would  receive  Airbus 
dividends,  it  would  lose  key 
operations,  and  be  left  with 
and  satellites. 

• Wall  Street  reacted  effu- 
sively to  the  Boeing/McDon- 
neh  Douglas  merger  as  inves- 
tors saw  the  emergence  of  an 
aerospace  powerhouse,  writes 
Mark  Tran  in  New  York. 

McDonnell  shares  climbed 
$12  to  $64  in  late  morning 
trading  while  Boeing  rose 
$5%  to  $102%  Boeing's  shares 
were  the  most  actively  traded 
on  the  New  York  stock  ex- 
change. with  McDonnell's 
second  most  active. 


‘Uninhabited’  aircraft  could  replace  Tornado 


David  Falrtiall 
Defence  Correspondent 


THE  Ministry  of  Defence 
is  committing  £35  mil- 
lion to  the  study  of  poss- 
ible replacements  for  the 
RAF  5 Tornado  bomber,  rang- 
ing from  a relatively  straight- 
forward long-range  derivative 


of  the  controversial  Euro- 
fighter  to  an  ambitious  new 
pilotless  design. 

About  £6  million  (including 
£1.5  million  from  British 
Aerospace)  will  be  spent  on 
Anglo-French  computer  mod- 
elling, but  there  is  as  yet  no 
commitment  from  Britain's 
partners  in  the  Tornado  pro- 
ject. Germany  and  Italy. 


The  RAF  reckons  its  Tor- 
nado GR4s  will  need  replac- 
ing by  2015.  The  Luftwaffe's 
force  of  Tornado  GRls  will 
have  a similar  life,  but  the 
Germans  are  still  struggling 
to  find  funding  for  initial 
Eurofighter  production. 

The  RAFs  approach  is  con- 
ditioned by  the  Gulf  war, 
when  its  low-level  Tornados 


proved  vulnerable  to  anti-air- 
craft fire  and  heavily  depen- 
dent on  in-flight  refuelling. 

The  replacement  options  to 
be  studied  Include  “stealthy" 
designs  resembling  the  US 
Air  Force  F-117A,  and  some 
sort  of  unmanned  (or  “unin- 
habited" as  politically  correct 
US  engineers  now  have  to 
say)  aircraft  Among  the  most 


exotic  concepts  is  an  aircraft . 
flown  from  inside  a window- 
less "virtual  reality"  cockpit 
The  next  stage  Is  to  leave  j 
the  pilot  behind,  in  a cockpit 1 
on  the  ground.  Yet  another 
idea  being  explored  Is  to  in- 
stall the  complex  navigational 
and  aiming  equipment  in  a 
cruise  missile  — an  extension 
of  weapons  already  under  de- 


velopment for  the  RAF  — and 
drop  this  weapons  package 
out  of  a simple  transport 
aircraft. 

Study  contracts  managed 
by  the  Ministry  or  Defence 
procurement  executive  at 
Bristol  will  be  given  to  a num- 
ber of  industrial  contractors 
and  with  the  Defence  Evalua- 
tion and  Research  Agency. 


THE  WORLD’S  airlines 
are  urgently  overhaul- 
ing their  crisis  man- 
agement techniques  In  res- 
ponse to  growing  public 
disquiet  over  safety 
foll owing  recent  accidents, 
writes  Keith  Harper. 

An  investigation  by  the 
International  Air  Trans- 
port Association  represent- 
ing more  than  250  airlines, 
including  British  Airways, 
has  revealed  that  many 
have  poor  communications 
and  are  Hi-equipped  to  deal 
with  a crisis. 

The  main  defaulters  in- 
clude some  of  the  Larger  US 
carriers,  among  them  TWA, 
whose  communications 
were  described  last  night 
by  an  lata  official  as  “very 
I poor”  after  the  flight  800 
disaster  in  July  which 
killed  230  people.  lata  said 
< some  senior  managers  had 
been  insufficiently  briefed 
' on  the  facts  before  they 
were  released  to  the  public. 

It  said  many  companies 
had  cut  their  communica- 
tions departments  and 
were  only  exposed  when  a 
disaster  occurred. 

Senior  managers  from 
the  two  main  Japanese  car- 
riers JAL  and  ANA  were 
told  by  lata  in  Tokyo  that 
the  association  is  drawing 
tip  a code  of  practice  which 
will  be  issued  to  the  air- 
lines early  next  year.  It  will 
contain  instructions  telling 
companies  how  to  act. 

‘“They  mast  be  ready  to 
tell  relatives  who  have  lost 
loved  ones  and  the  public 


all  they  know,  a lack  of 
sympathy  and  any  attempt 
to  htde  the  truth  can  only 
rebound  on  airlines.'*  lata 
said. 

One  of  its  senior  officials, 
William  Gaillard.  said  air- 
lines should  submit  them- 
selves voluntarily  to  safety 
audits  to  increase  public 
confidence  in  their  perfor- 
mance. He  said  75  per  cent 
of  accidents  were  caused  by 
human  error  — not  neces- 
sarily by  pilots,  but  by 
boardrooms  reducing  main- 
tenance, for  example. 

ANA  said  that  it  whs  al- 
ready taking  steps  to  im- 
prove its  crisis  manage- 
ment procedures,  prompted 
by  the  hijacking  of  one  of 
its  aircraft.  The  hijacker 
had  turned  out  nnt  to  be 
dangerous,  but  ANA  felt  it 
had  not  responded  quickly 
enough  to  public  concern. 

JAL  said  that  a team  of 
engineers  was  assigned  to 
each  or  its  aircraft  with  the 
team  leader's  name  In  the 
cockpit.  When  a pilot  en- 
countered a problem,  he 
could  refer  to  the  team 
leader  who  had  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  aircraft 
and  would  be  able  to  deal  at 
once  with  any  fault. 

BA  said  that  it  had  an 
emergency  procedures  cen- 
tre at  Heathrow,  staffed  by 
volunteers,  which  it  con- 
tracted out  to  other  airlines 
daring  a crisis,  such  as 
after  the  recent  head-on 
collision  between  two  pas- 
senger Jets  over  Delhi  in 
November. 


Get  more  for  your  money 
with  Cellphones  Direct. 


MFI  converts  hard  times 
into  great  expectations 


OUTLOOK/Sales  lift  furnishings  firm,  writes  Roger  Cowe 
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I^^TTCHENS  and  bedrooms 
are  a pretty  specialised 
I Vrefcail  niche,  but  if  MFTs 
experience  is  anything  to  go 
by  — and  the  store  chain  has 
plenty  of  experience  of  bard 
times  — there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  people  are  spend- 
ing more  freely  than  at  any 
time  In  the  1990s. 

Some  recent  retail  statistics 
have  cast  doubt  on  that  view, 
but  MFI  reported  yesterday 
that  sales  in  its  UK  stores  had 
grown  by  12  per  cant  in  the 
six  months  to  November. 
That  is  what  might  be  ex- 
pected in  a housing  boom  but, 
according  to  chief  executive 
John  Randall,  most  of  the  UK 
has  so  for  seen  no  such  thing,  i 
,rWe  think  the  housing  mar- 
ket is  still  dormant,"  he  said, 
suggesting  that  commenta- 
tors who  think  otherwise  are 
failing  to  look  beyond  the 
buoyant  South-east. 

Mr  Randall  and  his  chair- 
man, Derek  Hunt,  naturally 
daim  their  sales  growth  is 
due  partly  to  superior  prod- 
ucts and  brilliant  manage- 
ment. But  they  also  reckon 
the  market  for  their  products 
has  grown  by  6 per  cent, 
which  they  attribute  to  grow- 
ing consumer  confidence. 

The  duo’s  Judgement  de- 
serves respect,  since  they 
have  led  MFI  from  a debt- 
laden management  buy-out  in 
November  1987,  just  as  the 
last  consumer  boom  was  be- 
ginning to  run  out  of  steam, 
through  survival  to  flotation 
and  now  growth. 

Survival  seemed  improba- 
ble as  Interest  rates  rose 
While  Spending  flhranfc  hut 
Yorkshire  grit  plus  a stable 
and  experienced  management 
team  — and  steel-nerved 
bankers  — did  the  trick. 

Stock-market  flotation 
solved  the  debt  problem,  but 


could  not  do  anything  about 
customers  refusing  to  move 
house  — the  main  motivation 
for  shopping  at  MFL  So  it  has 
been  a long,  hard  slog 
j through  the  1990s  — espe- 
cially when  wood  prices  shot 
up  last  year,  explaining  the 
sharp  dip  in  profits. 

MFI  has  not  been  standing 
still  waiting  for  shoppers  to 
unleash  their  credit  cards.  If 
anything  it  is  In  danger  of 
over-diversification. 

The  bandful  of  French 
stores  acquired  with  Hygena 
has  been  expanded  rapidly,  to 


; Stuck  market  value  £1.1  bn 
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almost  100.  France  is  now 
spitting  over  into  Spain,  with 
the  first  experimental  shops 
opened  there  in  the  past  six 
months.  In  the  UK  a separate 
builders'  supply  business  has 
been  set  up,  called  Howden 
Joinery,  which  currently  has 
24  outlets.  This  will  double  in 
the  next  18  months- 

But  the  transformation  of 
MFTs  stores  has  been  the 
main  development.  Under 
the  Homeworks  label,  they 
have  been  redesigned  to  be 
more  flexible,  while  smaller 
household  products  such  as 
kitchenware  have  been  intro- 
duced. Introducing  this  for- 
mat has  been  slow,  but  is  now 
being  rolled  out  rapidly.  j 

More  importantly,  perhaps, 
the  new  approach  liberates 
space,  which  will  be  hived  off 
and  rented  out  expanding  the 
group’s  role  as  a landlord 
through  its  limited  develop- 
ment erf  retail  packs. 

This  has  helped  keep  sales 
moving  ahead  even  without 
higher  consumer  spending 
and  should  make  the  spring 
pretty  busy.  MFI  normally 
rakes  In  30  per  cent  of  its 
year’s  takings  in  the  10  weeks 
after  New  Year.  Which  should 

mean  that  1997  will  be  un- 
bearably busy  if  people  decide 
to  spend  their  money  while 
they  can  before  an  election. 

Memories  of  the  last  boom 
might  give  pause  for  thought 
to  those  who  recall  Sir  Phil 
Harris's  problems  when  he 
moved  away  from  carpets, 
and  the  nightman*  of  prop, 
erty  development  for  Burton 
and  others.  But  Messrs  Hunt. 
Randall  and  colleagues  have 
proved  themselves  canny 
enough  so  often  that  the  bets 
are  on  their  keeping  the  show 
on  the  road,  almost  regardless 
of  how  free  spending  consum- 
ers are. 
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La  Bomba  back  to 
ignite  World  Cup 

Peter  Nichols  on  the  return  of  the  charismatic  Alberto  Tomba 


Alberto  tomba,  two 

days  short  of  his  30th 
birthday,  will  today 
make  his  season’s 
debut  at  Madonna  di  Campig- 
lio  in  Italy,  it  is  the  third 
world  Cup  slalom  event  of  the 
current  campaign  but  the 
first  in  which  the  Italian,  in- 
jured at  his  Passeo  di  Tonale 
training  camp  in  a fall  on  Oc- 
tober 28.  will  ski. 


carry  on  but  I want  to  prove 
that  at  30  1 can  still  be  as  good 
as  at  20.” 

He  is  not  the  strong,  silent 
type.  As  iron  filing*  find  a 
magnet,  so  Tomba  will  land  in 
the  spotlight.  Only  once,  in  a 
career  that  already  spans  U 
seasons,  has  the  poor  little 
rich  boy  been  overshadowed. 
That  was  In  the  Liilehammer 
Olympics  two  years  ago  when 
Tonya  Harding  had  a skating 
showdown  with  Nancy  Kerri- 
gan. Even  Tomba  could  not 
upstage  that. 

By  then  the  Italian  had  had 
two  Olympics  to  himself. 
Drafted  into  the  national 
squad  at  only  16  — the  sugges- 
tion was  that  his  father,  a mil, 
lionaire  textile  importer,  was 
influential  — he  was  guided 
towards  his  first  Olympic  tilt 
by  Italy's  most  successful 
World  Cup  skier,  Gustavo 
Thoeni.  In  Calgary,  with  his 
style  modified  by  Thoeni’s 
coaching  but  his  confidence 
apparently  needing  no  such 
tutoring,  Tomba  won  both  the 
slalom  and  the  giant  slalom, 
suggesting  mid-competition 
that  he  would  relay  the  news 
of  the  difficult  patches  back  to 
his  opponents  to  help  them 
out:  that  went  down  well. 

Four  years  later  In  Albert- 
ville he  again  won  the  giant 
slalom  to  become  the  first  Al- 
pine skier  in  Olympic  history 
to  retain  a title,  but  in  the  dis- 
cipline he  lost,  the  slalom,  he 
established  a trademark.  He 
was  so  far  adrift  after  the  first 
run  that  he  was  discounted 
from  medal  calculations,  yet 
his  second  descent  of  the  Les 
Menuires  slope  was  bewilrier- 


ingly  fast  and  took  him  to 

within  0.28sec  of  the  gold 

medallist,  Norway's  Flnn- 
Chnstian  Jagge.  Two  year 
later  in  Liilehammer  he  ef- 
fected the  same  trick:  his 
second  run  was  easily  the 
day’s  fastest  and  l.79sec 
quicker  than  Austria's 
Thomas  Stangassinger,  yet  a 
fourth  gold  eluded  him;  hie 
first  run  had  left  him  a pedes- 
trian 12th  and  the  Austrian 
triumphed. 

In  1995  Tomba  won  the 
overall  World  Cup  title  by  375 
points  despite  competing  in 
only  two  of  the  four  disci- 
plines — "La  Bomba"  will  not 
ski  the  super-giant  slalom  or 
downhill  — and  last  February 
he  completed  the  nap  hand 
when  he  won,  at  long  last,  his 
first  world  titles,  two  as  it 
happened.  At  those  world 
championships,  at  Sierra  Ne- 
vada. he  could  not  resist  in- 
curring the  wrath  of  the  Span- 
ish by  describing  their 
mountains  as  "like  Morocco’’. 
It  was  par  for  the  course. 

Until  last  year  Tomba  had  a 
day  job  as  a sergeant  in  the 
carabinieri.  But  his  most  fam- 
ous operation  during  his  spell 
with  the  paramilitary  was  to 
use  his  blue  lamp  to  avoid  a 
traffic  jam  in  CamposteDa,  an 


Austrians  again 
take  honours 


THE  Austrian  Hans 
Knanss  finally  gained 
his  first  World  Cup  win  of 
the  season  yesterday,  tak- 
ing the  super-G  at  Val 
d’Isere  just  ahead  of  his 
compatriot  GOnther  Mader. 
He  had  come  second,  third 
and  fourth  in  the  three 
giant  slaloms  this  season 
and  this  was  his  third 
World  Cup  victory. 

Knanss  skied  down  the 
2,310-yard  course  in  Imin 
23.26sec,  o.03sec  ahead  of 
Mader.  Austrians  have  fin- 
ished one-two  in  fonr  of 
this  season’s  seven  men’s 
World  Cup  races. 


infringement  which  cost  him 
an  eight  million  lire  fine 
(£3,000).  This  year  he  left  the 
force.  It  may  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  ven- 
geance he  took  on  a photogra- 
pher, Aldo  MartinuzzL  On  tile 
victory  podium  at  Alta  Badla 
in  March,  Tomba  dropped  a 
bottle  Of  champa  gnp  on  flie 
photographer's  head,  then 
threw  bis  third-place 
trophy  at  the  freelance.  Mar- 
tinuzzi’s  crime  had  been  to 
take  naked  pictures  of  Tomba 
in  the  sauna.  The  pictures, 
taken  in  1988,  were  not  pub- 
lished until  this  year. 

The  incident  stirred  the  pa- 
ternal  instincts  of  father 
Franco,  who  rallied  to  his 
son’s  cause.  '"He  never  has  a 
moment’s  peace.  He  is  be- 
sieged, hunted  without 
truce.”  Tomba  claimed  he  bad 
only  been  throwing  the  tro- 
phy "to  his  sister”,  and  Italy’s 
ultimate  sporting' hero  talked 
about  not  wanting  to  go  on. 

Yet  he  does,  patched  up  fin: 
the  Madonna  race  — - though 
still  not  fit  enough  to  race  the 
giant  slalom  next  week  at 
Aha  Badla  — and  committing 


himself  to  the  world  champi- 
onships in  Sestriere  in  Febru- 
ary, tiie  venue  at  which  he 
won  his  first  World  Cup 
event  He  is  talking  of  staying 
on  until  the  Winter  Games  at 
Nagano  in  14  months’  time. 
Even  then  he  may  not  be  able 
to  walk  away;  this  year  he 
signed  a three-year  contract 
with  Vail,  the  Colorado  resort 
that  hosts  the  1999  world 

f-hqmpinrxh  jpq 

By  1999  he  will  be  32,  but 
Marc  Girardelli  has  shown 
that  age  need  he  no  obstacle 
to  success.  Of  trophies, 
though,  Tomba  has  little 
more  need;  three  Olympic 
golds,  two  world  champion- 
ship wins,  49  World  Cup  vic- 
tories, eight  slalom  or  giant 
slalom  World  Cup  titles  and 
one  overall  World  Cup  crown 
should  be  enough.  But  what 
he  is  most  likely  to  fret  about 
is  that  one  day  nobody  will 
bother  to  take  naked  pictures 
of  him.  That  may  be  almost 
too  much  to  bear. 


King  of  the  mountains . . . Alberto  Tomba  is  back  on  the  slopes  today  after  an  injury  ata 
training  camp  in  October  photoqraph:simon  bruty 


Racing 


Father’s  win  a 
family  affair 
for  the  Bowens 


Chris  Hawkins 


were  shades  of 
Sirrell  Griffiths  and 
Norton's  Coin  at  War- 
wick yesterday  when  Peter 
Bowen  saddled  Name  Of  Our 
Father  to  win  the  Hampton 
Novices  Hurdle  at  Tote  odds 
Of  106-1. 

Bowen,  whose  nearest  race- 
course is  a three-hour  trip  to 
Chepstow,  had  only  £2  on  his 
winner,  but  as  he  said:  "At 
those  odds  you  don’t  need  to 
bet  big.” 

If  anyone  thinks  Bowen  is  a 
country  bumpkin  fiddling 
around  with  a tew  old  plod- 
ders they  would  be  wrong. 

True,  be  has  only  15  horses 
in  his  Haverfordest  yard  on 
the  Pembrokeshire  coast,  but 
he  is  an  energetic  38-year-old 
who  has  now  sent  out  17  win- 
ners this  season  after  having 
over  100  point-to-point  win- 
ners in  three  years  before  tak- 
ing out  a full  licence  14 
months  ago. 

Bowen,  who  plaited  Name 
Of  Our  Father,  drove  the  hor- 
sebox on  the  four-hour  jour- 
ney and  led  him  round  in  the 
parade  ring,  runs  his  stable 
as  a family  concern  and  does 
not  have  any  employees. 

“Karen,  my  wife,  does  all 
the  schooling  and  extra  help 
comes  In  the  shape  of  my 
brother  and  father.”  said 
Bowen.  “I  wasn't  surprised 
this  one  won.  He'd  schooled 
well  and  was  very  fit” 

Xavier  Aizpuru,  of  Spanish 

parents  but  Gloucestershire 
origins,  rode  the  second  win- 
ner of  his  career  when  part- 
nering Severn  Gale  In  the  Gog 
Brook  Handicap. 

Aizpuru  rode  a well  judged 
race  on  the  mare  who  looked 
sure  to  be  overwhlemed  when 
Pridewood  Pricker  moved  up 
two  out,  but  Severn  Gale 
found  fresh  reserves. 

John  Allen,  the  winning 
trainer,  bought  Severn  Gale 
as  a 25th  wedding  anniver- 
sary present  for  his  wife 
Carol,  who  at  the  time  was 
disappointed  she  did  not  get  a 
diamond  ring. 

“After  two  wins  in  two 
weeks  she  can  afford  to  buy 
one  now,"  said  Allen. 


Lets  Be  Frank,  forcefully 
ridden  by  Richard  Johnson, 
registered  a hat-trick  in  the 
Temple  Grafton  Hurdle  and 
Noel  Chance  now  intends  to 
send  him  for  a Gold  Card  Hur- 
dle qualifier  at  Wlncanton  on 
Boxing  Day. 

However.  Chance’s  main 
thoughts  over  Christmas  wSl 
he  with  Mr  Mulligan  who,  de- 
spite a disappointing  reapper- 
ance  at  Chepstow  recently, 
runs  in  the  King  George  VI 
Chase. 

"We  found  that  he’d  twisted 
his  back  during  the  race  at 
Chepstow,”  said  Chance. 
“He's  been  treated  and 
straightened  out  now  and 
Richard  (Johnson)  will  be 
coming  down  tomorrow  to 
give  him  a pop  over  some 
fences. 

“The  lad  gets  on  with  him 
and  will  ride  at  Kempton 
where  well  probably  try  and 
make  the  running.  Confi- 
dence is  the  big  thing  with  Mr 
Mulligan  — if  he  pings  the 
first  two  Pm  sure  he'll  run  a 
great  race.” 

Konvecta  Queen  was  just 
about  the  easiest  winner  of 
the  afternoon  in  the  Panacur 
Mares  Only  Hurdle.  The  oppo- 
sition may  not  have 
amounted  to  much,  but  Oliver 
Sherwood  thinks  something 
of  her  and  she  should  not  be 
troubled  to  score  again. 

Maylin  Magic  ran  a promis- 
ing race  to  finish  third  and 
pleased  Terry  Casey,  her 
trainer,  who  takes  Rough 
Quest  to  Folkestone  this  after- 
noon for  a run  over  hurdles. 

The  Grand  National  winner 
has  only  run  once  over  the 
smaller  obstacles,  ironically 


when  failing  at  Uttoxeter,  but 
he  always  starts  off  the  sea- 
son by  schooling  over  them. 

“He’ll  need  the  outing,  but 
he's  doing  his  best.”  said  Ca- 
sey. “He's  not  as  burly  as  he 
was  first  time  out  last  year, 
but  I'm  sure  he'll  have  a good 
hlow  afterwards.” 

In  such  circumstances 
Royal  Event  (2.30)  may  have 
a fitness  edge  here,  while 
Conquering  Leader  (2.00) 
has  impressed  in  home 
schools  and  is  napped  to 
make  a winning  debut  over 
fences. 


Folkestone  runners  and  riders  with  form  guide 
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Five  of  the  best 

A CORAL  customer  won 
150,000  for  a SOp  outlay  in 
vesterd3y‘s  first  ever  49's  draw, 
nominating  five  of  the  six  nmn- 
Seredrawn.  The  odds  against 
someone  selecting  five  winning 
numbers  are  99.99SF1- 
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(fetagML  Him 

RMOI  UK  - CAP7AM  dACKi  Lad  is  2nd.  M GHi  u 8th,  miy  e«wn  2 Ml,  coe  pace.  2nd  a 11. 3 
boMod  lOMnonn  IWncenton  an  a nor  ba.  Qd], 

MS1M  WBimiWUi  neFranali  hwMrM  Emor,  wo  a armiDy  ctar  ■ AdMid  w Jure  1905. 

BOUOH  QUBIk  HtU  up,  bssdMy  2001,  lad  tool  lur  tong,  hapl  «<•  Was  Encow  l)a  Pau  (Ansiea  4a  « Iko 

alb  OH. 

■OVAL  DflBm  PianUiaid.  M 2 am  » fee.  uraMi  hi  ijowan.  2nd  d «.  W BUnnd  lonB  IWarand  2»  nor 

NS,  Gdl. 

IMMAim  LAfl  m M (NW  a ou.  drtm  CM.  OBd  Doopeni  flB  iMnMd  as  Ml  F1A  Ofrfml. 

SAFttUO*  Led  H 2 DHL  HM  moeaiad,  TUI  a XT.  Ill  behind  Aenon  (Neobury  2m  1 K^s  no.  NS.  Gd], 


rCOMXnOMAL  JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP  CHASE  2m  *3L7H 

mw»-s  HXBI  IVU*rfH(43)m  D SWOOP  B-H-1Z  P Bonny 

11E332  WUHHAmT(13)(D)H  PbSBpiO-lV'll TOMbSbUi 

4B3 ift-P  CHUBS OOHTHOL(aB)R Hon  W-11-8 AOMIflyOl 

HO-4132  naM  (11> (D)k*r» l RkiWIdS 0-1 1-7 ! VCMtoPI 

nm*  SHAUK (13) J Jertdra 6-1 1-7  HTByaiP) 

4M-F4I  DAWM  CHANCS [S9KD]  R HOdaeo  1D-1V-7 

206SP-0  PBUUHn  (20)  (CO)  15*  A Htoaftm  I3-II-7 


POM  Otltoe-miM BUBIk Headosy  9Bl  tha*M  wIBMr  2 MS.  ne  mba.  and  a tf.  W bawd  Did*  d 
AprofcM  (FontTO  2m  a no*  nop  ch.  Od). 

DAWM  CHANCW  Lid,  headed  4 ad.  2nd  «hn  U ckv  2 ad.  tad  Joker  Jsk  a tMaxe  piump»n  2m  hep 
ch.  Gd-3«J. 

P1CHU:  Jumped  TO.  led  9ft.  dear  an,  rtdoen  and  htodM  e*.  2nd  el  T.  V betmo  safer  Bom  (naretonl 
an  fe  imp  eh.  0500. 

SHAUKi  Lad B 7ft.  WuidorM  9lh.  non  lost  pfeea.  40  oil  411  mmm  SoMcne  Fenoa  (BcMnTO  an  no* 

dvflO 

SOLMOAMCSBi  AMys  behind.  BOeddL  SBiWO.  cSsancabeNno  Farley  By«  <PI»dpiooaa«  hep  IM, 

sm. 

CMIISE  COVTBOLi  Behind  ho*  Sb.  ttfled  ofl  alien  pulled  sp  btfrae  4 ouL  behind  Mmuny  * Ox*» 
(Ph«rp»r  Bn  S mdn  eh,  Cd-SO). 

PHUSAMKH  ProokmM  to  sm.  Tdi  a M.  fe)  tattod  Zcmfer  (Wanw  2ie  nco  ctL  Gd) 


3.30  vEAnsanrs  otars  of  towomoit  open  hk  flat  2n  « iioydo  ei^22 

1 3-11  nOW»aU.LAD(5B)(D)RO,Sii2nsn4-1S-0 DBridiwHw 

g BEMJITCflBeyS-n-4 5AHMIW 

3 CMBTCaURCHSkoon  Earle  6-1 1-4 fer  Omit  5rTO 

4 COUMKL JACK R HodgM 4-1 H JHaob[7) 

■ 0-  BHIOCtltV (371) RSninga S-l>-» HrRTbannaa(5) 

UAL  Of  BOUWCS  ft  Hodge*  6-U-4 TI»Beatuh»P) 


7 0-  BOBM  (SO*)  kA*8  Venew  WUemi  6-11-4 

> o shiovs  wane  cm  c Grind  s-n-4 

■ ROMAN  ACTOR  JShtmJsa  4-1 V4  _ 

ID  SARASDOia»fTDNIefiolJon4-n-4  

11  0 *miT  or  «OBCaHn5)MLJUnp0«l  6-11-4  _ 

12  0 ST WBUONUasUM PS) MPfpO 4-11-4 

13  4/-  YOUKOMAIftff  (014)  A Jeceoa  6-11-4 

14  HIMOCAMI  JAM  M Huberts  4-10-13 

1>  6 JATDma  (47)  M Uodpdc*  6-IO-U 

IB  D-UUHir(S»)JGHoid  WO-U 

17  1 18 


■GHwsO) 


TOORMSITBVkl 


; IMOaUOVTI  (22}  CUOrtaa  4-10-13 

TraMM  8,  Odd*  7, » IWBaa  Usn  B 

1J-4  Supreme  Tim: 

BHIW)l»y.12-lFull«Bii-— 
p™  raiins.  tuuiis—  iHUOLOOmi  HaoftBvS  ouL  Mwfl  om  aout»ciOid)iogie.l»«»aaoy 
BlM  WofliB  (Foaa6Wii !« iniD|0»  W R8L  fidl 

OOBMhHeU  udiflfeiidL  headkOyO  DuLladsaZoOL  7no(  16. 29  bennd  Pilncotii  <IRK8Sfer2m  WFU. 

cm, 

■7  ■■*»«»»  iBtunb  Lid  Si  (Mi.  iwoded  « ouL  aestooeB  a nacJ  B.  sa  twsms  ua)  Rebecca 
(Ompdow  2*  llOds  M Rat- SB). 

KBSHIVr  wrKSrfeeJfl.  oBort  W»*ay.  Bobad  ftfel «.  ua  si  21.  S«  twdod  Regal  Gwn  iwatoonr  2m  m 
FtaLOBAlt). 


• Blinkered  today  for  the  first  time:  FOLKESTONE  UK) 
Credon. 


Musselburgh 


itaoSadank 
lfl-50  H— dow  Hodi 
lAOTMnnhn 


lAOCtandnoMB 
2-20  LatfaLoador 
UOJmBnnHBI 

II  TO  Trallllq 


•*  DhmiIbs  bSekara.  Qokigi  Hnn  (Oood  t»  fcoi  b piaoM) 
1 2.20  TABLE MAWM  MOHIUteAl  1 


INVEST  WBB.V  M Haranond  4-11-5 
0 KML(ti)l<WnMV4 


ROmBty 


flu  ROYAL  PAIR  (IQ  V Thompson  4-11-S  . 
00-31  SROUSUKpS)J  Berry  4-11-5 


JCJm 


1(7) 


000  sura  anr{1 6)  J Barclay  4-11-fi 
00PM  CHHC  CORRAmWIfeed  5-11-0 


TOP  POM  TIP;  Tie  III  ilk  8 

IMA  mmrn  Away  4 M B J Oebana  1-4  (1 5Hdbg}  15  tm 
SMObh  10-11  Bmotentak.  n-M  kirns  WNaly.  10-1  MzeaL  25-1  Royol  Palm.  Super  Guy,  K-1  Coble 
Comma. 


12  >50  unmo  COACH  MOTCES*  CHASE  3m  C2R32 

-1  D3P-G04  OVHIWH11R  (8)  (D)VThOfnpnn  6-11-2 

2 R444M  CORPOHAL  KBHOBDOD  (14)  IRnm  TodlMder  6-10-12 
Q5S4U0  FWORRHIU.  [■)  V Thompoon  7-10-12 


200-P62  HEDOO*  HAUQII  (B)  P ClWiratHDugh  B- 10-12 

3FS-640  mm  CASUAL  (*0)fl  Reed  7-10-12 

30-n*8  m amarnn  (14)  d Lm  10-1D-12 

«20P6-P  R5TABUSH(1«3)JDoddl  6-10-7 


-JISm* 


t LARPtiain  (7)  F Unrtagb  6-10-7 


Npi  B,  Onraheta  7 
loom  Bb  Way  • 11 0 JOdem*  7-4  (J  Hnoanl  J 


|ln 


3-4  heddonhugh,  ll-«  Corporal  Kirtwod.  7-2  Overabtfm.  6-1  FmaeiML  Use  LampUghL  6-1 


1 *20  SEA  HOU5BJJHO  HANDICAP  HOKMLESn  CX^83 
1 012-454  TRKmHOH  (14)  P MortBrth  7-11-13  ... 


4253-OP  TROY’S  DREAR  (11)  U HAmmond  fi-1  VI 

IMM6  RAMC  (8)  B Hbcfeouorl  B-10-10  

5B45PP-  SCHOOL  OP  MHNCOdl  5)  OlknuiB- 10-6  — 

OSSOPO  DARK  H5JS50HT  (13)  DLAmb  7-10-3 

00-0  monoou)  (IS)  D Barter  7-10-2 

OOUJ-6P*  MSS  H0N7  (OFlOffegh  7-10-1 

000-050  SKOHOS  AWAY  (13)  iGukie  6-ID- 1 


__J  Brake  jr 

JtHratay 


B PP-0S5D  CATTOH  LADY  (13)  RCracg*  6-104 


-Cl*.  (3) 


(7) 


T,  T.an  Ai  A— y 5 
11-*  (L  R Uoyd-Janrat)  18  ran 

, 5-4  TrtemUm,  4-1  Tn^oDreem.  6-1  Use  Hoot  8-1  Dork  WdMgN.  10-1  Cm«i  Lady.  12-1  Greek 

Gold.  Strands  Amy- 


1 >50  HturaBumnBH  lbocs  handicap  chase  t 


i4fCM5fi 


1P4-553  PHHTA9I  (B)  (CO)  N TVAJw  7-12-0 


RB4F3  CHOSSCAIfNM  (30)  J Wane  10-12-0 

U-S7121  CHAMMQ OALEta) (Bfc «K) (CO) IAS S Btadbiane 0-11-6  JRy*t* 

F22-342  PAOUACdO(S)(C)(BF)  II  Humord  5-11-3 

21325-4  MOKIRAn  (31)  P Uonurci  7-T1-3 

MC9D-Q  HISRT  DCE  (7)  V Thompson  7-10-0 


TOP  POM  TWR  rkrarnlng  (Me  8.  PegEai  rln  T 
ItWH  «..*ld  7 11  3 JOetranra  M Q BekBeH)  5 1 

■«Bte«i6-4QiTOWg  Gels.  7-2  Pa^acdo.  9-2  PwBbii.  5-1  Mndraw.  7-1  Crass  Camxm.  20-1  Rttty  Dee. 


2J20  OAB  HANDICAP  HURDLE  SB  C2.70S 

1 S 14228  TALLYWAGOR  (1B](D)Q  Uoore  3-12-0 

3 211215  WPRWOP  (13)1.  LH1B>  0-1 

3 G-M31  LA1WLXAOHI  (3«)  DOC  PBrtCT  6-10-1 


-THognf?) 

Afentt) 


04-6404  D’ARBLAT5mRT(7)WKHlID7-l(Ml 


nfFOMTraiMtVlilUlHUvT 

109£<  HaetorOI  The  Raaft:  8 10 10  E Hasbnl  11-B(J  Hecfcte)  a m 

0-4  Supera*.  2-7  TeUyMegaer.  7-0  LeUn  Lead*.  0-1  OrArtfaySn*. 


2a5Q  HOLE  ACROSS  HAMMCAP  CHABi  an  62.734 

1 34321-9  JUDICIAL  MED  (9)  N Tkdder  7-12-0 

. 1.  439-445  PLASBOPRBAlR(4S)(CD)BUada(B*rt  ltt-12-0  . 

3 53U4U-6  RAMI  HOWR  (B)  (CD)  D Motan  9-il-K) 

^ 4 WO-iffi  CARDERMHfK)  (CD) J Barclay  B-«H  

TOPPOMTIPBi  heBrrfein«M5,R*iMnraar7 

1t>5i Omul Itrenray  711  SHtraPiroaB-rl  (J Herod  Jetoaa) bun 

6-4  Ban  a Ream.  7-4  Jnllciel  FoU,  o-a  CwUmfen.  5-1  Rm  MOV*. 


IQanbty  * 

IP) 

at* 


JO  Stony 


3-20  SHORT  HOLR  STANDARD  OPM  MK  RAT  3m  Cl ,070 

1 20-1  CAHUELE  RAMDRm(B)  (CO)  J Bony  4-11-11  . 

a 14  wnTTSOUBM  (14)  PRO  Patter  tt-11-11  

3 641  nm  WARRIOR  (74)(D)  NTInkfei  4-11-11 


0 5ALBI  BEACH  (14)  Uankl  TfldNrtW  4-10-18 


_B  Storey 

JE8astnad(3) 


TOP  POOR  «•&  MBy  BohnS.  GarfUa  BMOora  7 

IBBSi  Lari  PWtnw  5 11 4P  Mm  «-1  (■  HfeaNMO  7 m 

B«tOnn  11-40  CartCfe  BarcSta's.B-4  Stas  Worrier.  VI  NubySefer^  w-1  Salem  Beach. 


Results 


MEW  CASTLE 

4flr40tanlfcH»E  1.  SOM  OFJUMHAH.  J 
Supple  (&-*  lev):  3,  Ron— I (S-1):  3, ->♦**- 
SSrPVrtM  17  ,an_  S.  7.  (Mffl  A Swln- 
lra£d0rote:K.«S.C1.10.Cia0,K.1DDofl|F; 

C4.70.  Trio.  EZ-BO.  CSF:  CISBl 

1.10  (teCUil.  groWBYCOHAL.  B 

Storey  1 13-3  »>», 

ImeBte  Ugkt  (IV-1)-  5 ran.  3.  30.  Ip 

MWirairum  Cl. 10.  Clio.  Dual  F- 

£3.00.  CSF:  £SJ4.  NR:  FhraMflti  BuUdb. 
MO  (2m  Mh)i  t,WWT«  WILLOW,  P 
Niven  po-i  1 Bvj:  R,  AM*  Merncjn^-I): 
].  AnlaanHnyff  11  ** 

Revetay]  Tota'  C2.B0;  n.BO. 

DuSpente.  Trte  C2M0.  C8F:£2S.ia 


2.10(2m  lioidscu:  1,  GBOSHUr,  K 
Janes  [S-D:R,  Cover  PalPt  (7-2);  3,  Btea- 
Ibb  Sane  I*-i).  2-1  »v  Sbow  Your  Hand.  7 
rsn.  7,  S.  (R  McDonald)  Tote;  C&Ht  E2J0, 
Cl .00.  Dual  F:  C1340  Trl«  C17J0.  CSF: 
Class.  Trteasr  DC-02,  tot  Mens  PegeanL 
U*  Hygiene 

2-4*  (3tm*lCh)«1,  GARBO’S  BOY,  W Fry 

(14-1):  2,  Coefio  Bhao  (25-lt  3,  HaaMn- 
Oan  MB-i).  4-7  fcnrCoRie  Giant  8 ran.  5.  I*L 
(J  Turner)  Tore  C1B30:  £240.  n^O.  CHJR). 
Dual  F:  C110JO.  CSF.  C223  te. 

3.1  S (2m  4f  Hdo>  T,  LWO,  A Dobbin 
I&-1J;  2,BMielTO(S-1);  ^Pmnotomp-A 
lav).  8 ran  T.  4.  (P  NBrneHh)  T<Mk  OM; 
CISC.  Cl  TO.  Cl  BO.  Dual  F:  £2020  Trta 
(2650  CSF:  E2U7.  Trtamfc  £07-04.  N»t 
LoUn  Leader. 

jACKPOTi »»  wan.  C2JW67  earrlsdevar 
to  Mitnm  isdsy  ouadpot,  P544.00 
PLJLCTSPOTr  CIJBt  40 


NEWTON  ABBOT 
l230(Sm6fHdl^i  I.PALOSAKTOy  AP 
McCoy  (6-5);  *,  Star  Porfonnar  (10-11 
lav);  3,  swvo-A-Poia  (10.1),  5 ran.  24. 3. 
(M  Wpe)  Tola:  C2JUL  E2J0.  H OC.  Dull  F: 
£1.10.  CSF:  E24I7. 

1^0  (2ro  5}  110ydeCtl>  1,  WSS  DB- 
Km,  B Powell  t2-1  lav)  2.  ConKry  Stnra 
(14-1):  3,  PomTa  Chdca  nwj.  12  ran.  2X. 
IX.  (R  Sucktar)  ToiK  t2.S0r.  Cl  JO.  (2.40. 
E1.70.  Dual  F:  C9J0.  CSF:  £28-0a  Trta 
£<740. 

1-SO  <*o._  Of  HdM>  f,  PK4B4DLY 


house;  A P UcCoy  (7-4  tev);  2. 

IB-2):  3,  Ddy  Sport  CM  (B-21. 7 ran 
A 34.  (M  Pipe)  TolE  ez«  ETJO.  E2RL 
Duo)  F:  £7  JO.  CSF:  £9.40. 

L20  (Jtm  110yds  06)  1,  JAMS  THE 
FIRST,  A P McCoy  (B-6  lev);  2,  Aal  R)  Aal 
P-41:  a,  Star  or  Italy  (16-1).  4 ran.  22.  «oL 


(P  NfchoUa)T»K  C1B0.  Dual  F;  C2.C0,  CSF: 
£4.94. 

2JSO  (2m  It  HcSaV  1 . DHAKO*S  BONO, 
C Maude  (100-30);  2,  Urn  KranRn  (avena 
lav);  3,  Raffias  Raostar  (12-1)  Srun.Ost 
30.  (M  Pipe)  TOIK  £400;  £150.  £1.10,  £2  20. 
Dual  F:  (3J0.  CSF.  £flJ».  Trio  £1420. 
ajg(2mSf  llOydeCh)!  l.nTAHBW- 
PftRSB,  N Mann  (14-1):  2,  Coantry  Kmm- 
«r  (20-1):  a,  Mbraalcar  1 9-2)  5-2  lav 
BrnmUshlH  Buck,  B ran.  2.  12.  (8  Uellorl 
Tota  £1260;  C260.  E3.G0,  Cl  JO.  Dual  F: 
£76S0.CSFrn9SS1.Trteaae  C12S6B7. 
3-BO  (2n,  65  HdU):  1.  TOP  JAVAUN,  Mr 

QSnankJn  (13-2);  2,BIaSliMd  (B-4Ut<r);S, 
Tamm  Roby  OWL)  no-i).  u ran.  X IB.  (N 
Hawke)  Two:  £7.70,  C2S0.  £240.  £3^0.  Dual 
IRTIAJO. C8F; BZJQ. Trioast C146.43  Trio: 
£7X00. 

QU  ADPOTl  E96J30. 

PLACRPOTh  £52.70. 


Southwell 


1X40IRactaDortqr 

1.10  Easy  llr— yy 
iXOMrRutts 


2.10  JacdeiPrtooa 
R^fO  HawafianYootta 
1 IP  YnhreNa 


* Draratae  bhkan.  Ootep  Quod 

1 2-40  CARDIFF  OTP  HOmCESr  HWIUlmW  lioydaczjn 

1 

3 

4 

9 

5 
7 
S 
• 

10 
11 
13 
IS 
13 1 
TOP 

Ha  bam 


DBHIY  (38)  m P Nkflwlfe  6-1 1-5 
332-0  CAST  OF  THOUSANDS  (1 5)  CE0BI1UI5-1D-12 
2 DRY  ML  LAP  (IB)  J Nonon  6-10-12 
0500-0  ELEKMT  OP  MSS  (17)  WCunNogheni  8-10-12 
006M»  IMPS  LOSS  (7)  J Partes  7-HM2 
458-0  UJCKVTAMSKIB)  Ua  H Kltghl  5-10-12 
P-0  ROORDAMCSRAN(17)  NLmmedsn6-1D-12 
215D03  RBI  TR.(13)  U Pipe  4-16-12 

0-P  TmOMA’S  HOPS  H7)  E Cam  7-10-12 
OM  WEATHER  WISE  (24)  W Turner  4-W-U 
44SSD-4  CARLY-J  (13)  F Jadmn  6-10-7 

P PBRITIVEFHniY{*1)MlS  D Home 5-10-7 
646-443  IUVBWAIOL  ROSE  (35)  W Oq>  5-10-7 


i Darbil  10,  Wmmhar  Mia  B,  RhathoDh  Raia  7 


Csriy-a 


4-5  Uneta  Dertjy,  B-2  Red  TeL  6-1  HteaBier  Hln,  B-1  Hiwrtanh  Ron,  12-1  CM  omwunna, 


1.10  HULLMABEH  CHASE  2m  C2^84 

1 P2232-P  BA1WWKRH0BMR (11)0  WBtooi* 6-U-5 

* P^P  CARACOL(IS)  J Navtlh)  7-1 V6  

3 304-6  EASY  Bill  ITY  (15)  C Mam  6-11-5 — 

4 642S6-FPUUSMLUMQ  (7)  DKMIbin  7-11-6 

5 00-80F4  THE  PENCE  BHRDIKBI  (8)  D McC#n  5-1V6 
Wr-4  WARSPfTE  (7)  P Hooney  6-11-6 


-APHcCsy 

J’Btal 


WHDOOFTHOiraHnrPC>anilnpa5-ll-6  , 


JIRp 


m 

_ (■) 

C Moras  (B) 


TOP  FOM  UPR  Bmlialik  RabMe  8,  Ml  TObtofl  7 

■auto*  5-1  Banian*  BobMe.  1 M Full  SMhiB,  5-1  Easy  Breozy.  B-1  Tha  Farce  ShrMw.  Wmpta,  «-l 
Caracd.  2D-1  Whod  OiTImohi  It 


1.40 1 


rSELLMCHimOLCara  TlOyda  £2,111 


1 

3 

P43-6S1  ■RPUnTBCI1)J7uck  w-n-tz  . _ 

45D45-2  REBCHFIEUS  FITCH  (5)  W Ctoy  6-1D-12 

OTamey 

4 

2S3W-P  PAST  ROW  (31)  J UuKIns  B-IO-O 

LHcMh(7) 

SCurrm 

0 

602246  HAUOHTDR  LAD  (11)  J Paries  7-10-12 

VSteJb.  ’ " 

■ 

2D-SP  U BARON  (10)  C Egaton  5-10-12 

J A RcCartfey 

10 

All— ten 

11 

4-  m-SCOJi-azn  LAD  (418)  W Tumef  7-IO-P 

18 

10F-OP4  DARBIOna (10) RJuehee 5-10-7 

14 
14  m 


520  LOVB.Y  RASCAL  (7)  JffNeiU  4-10-7 


HOP  FOM  TWSk  La  Barm  8,  Hr  HuOa  7,  BmchlWd  Ryar  8 

SRflara  7-2  Mr  Rum.  9-2  HUH  Hooao.  6-1  La  Baron.  BeacMtoid  Flyw.  8-1  Laneva  Braeia.  ID-1  Fas  Ron. 
Lardy  Rascal. 


2.10  BRISTOL  KOYKS5’  HANDICAP  CHA8E3ra  1 10yds  £3,152 
500246  leAMTELYA  (14)  J HulTIne  7-71-10 


<110MM  MAYBE  OORADY  (14)  WCmril«tem  7-71-10 
aOD-PSS  WnDEWOIBBlni>MBraditockB-11-4  „ 

424023  RECORD  LOVER  (8)  M CRuneo  6-10-1 1 

2254P-G  D1MLE1  (13)  P Rodlord  6-10 


8 tyUSS’-O  SWEET  BUCK  (35)  R Pugh  7-10-0  . 


GEDF-P2  JAC  OB.  PHKCE  0BD)  P Weanla  6-10-0 


APMaCoy 


W wtH»  Nbnder.  n-4  Jac  del  Pimob.7-2  hanelya.  6-1  Record  Lover.  7-1  Mqoo  aeradr.  72-1 
Danki  tfr-i  Sweei  Buck. 


2.40  RARi  REFDniBIAinOH  HAUOICAP  GRAOE  Ora  41  IIDyds  £8,073 

1 FT11M4  mmiirr  bucnanam  (ibj  p hbOoik  6-i  v-W A P McCoy 

X 5445^4  C0RR8IIDRI  (35)  (D)  J SawM-Orbovrne  73-11-9 WHrastrai 

3 UMnD-a  HAOTAIIAM  TOOTH  (14)  (Br)  G MeCoun  fl-ll-6  A Man*. 

4 FXIZn-1  HkrHEMMV  8AB>{13)(CD}MI£5  U Hunger  S-11-6 AIMS 

9 1«V-VC£LTMO(13)(D)C8plTForclv  S-TI-6  SW» 

* J11//P-0  THE n.YWa  POOTMAN  (20)  R Mctm  10-17-6 SOaO^hor 

TOP  nowii  tips,  wraiwiiij  smi  a,  cmnn  i 

MDew  7-4  Nedcniy  SHd.  1W  CsUxl  7-2  Howkan  Voub,  5-1  Herbert  Buchanan,  10-1  Corraroer.Tbe 
FlytooFOanen. 


3.1  0 UVBVOOL  HANDICAP  HURDLE  Da  C2R7Z 


2SII44  YUBRAkS(3B)(D)MPfeO 4-12-0 


* Q20F-LF  WIHOWARD  ARKM  (04)  (D)  P lldchell  10-11-0  

3 F4f  1134-  IB  nOnARTY  (088)  (O)  8 Soaring  6-W-8  

4 2600-64  EMOCCHT OHOROE(II)  Mbs  LBltUall  7-10-2 

B OO-OPP?  SteFIUlC  HOOM  (13)  F Jmlan  a-70-0 

B F6-0450  BKmsmH (83) (D)JL  Hems 6-10-0  

limes 

1DP  FOUR  TIPS:  YMaiM  B,  RdRtef  HMa  7 

*•^■>4-5  YubrBlbb,4-i  BNOuq  Moon.  6-1 14r  Moturty.  7-1  WhidaBd  Ariceo.  B-1  kmocHl  George.  16-1 


WARWICK 

1X30  (9m  H<a*>  1,  NAME  OP  OUR 
PATIOL  DWblOh  (33-1);  9,  Urania  Arana 
(3-1 J1  tanrH  3,  Miaaoli  Kntoiah  (14-1).  3-1  (r 
lav  Albaho.  21  nan.  3.  4.  (P  Bowen]  Tow: 
£108. BO.  £17.10. dm  (730-  Dual  F:£B4  0n. 
CSF.ma.IS.NRiVfailhTlio  BHL 

1J»  (tan  Hdlet  1,  SEVERN  ClAlf,  X 
Abpuru  (fi-2);  R,  Pridewood  Plckor  ( 10-1 1 
lav);  3,  leiiili  110-1).  4 ran.  fl.  1*.  (J  Alim) 
Tula-  CX10.  Dual  F:  Cl  .70.  CSF:  £458.  NFL 
Saint  Ctal. 

130  (3m  3f  Ch):  1,  QY5JLBT,  N William- 
son (6-15  lav);  2,  Mata  Pony  (60-1).  4 ran. 
only  2 tintshaa.  DtsL  [M  Pipe)  Tote  £140 
Dual  F:  £5.90.  CSF.  ClOE  PR:  Kino's 
Courter. 

2-00(2»9fHdl«);1,RjlAaANESQlfE,J 
R Kevonegh  (S-t);  9,  lord  Mo-rammuli 
(3-i ):  3.  Demramai  (13-S  fav).  4 ran.  z,  b.  (P 


Murphy)  ToiK  £400.  Duel  F:  £3.80.  CSF: 
£1032.  NR:  KhalldL 

SL30(Sm4f  110ydaClt)l1,RHXT0THH 

RESCUE,  L4r  R Thornton  (4—1 };  H,  Hi1  Praal- 

de«  (1 1-8  lav):  3,  Crafty  Chaplaka  110-1). 
7 ran.  5.  IX  IR  AI  fieri  Tots:  £4.70.  £2JSO 
Cl  .40.  Dual  F.£S  JO.  CSF:  £9.60. 

3RD  (Roe  «f  IlOyds  HcBa):  1,  KON- 
VBCTA  OUEB4.J  Osbame  (11-4  Jt  tavU  3L 
Jay  Her  Ufa  (25-1 ) ; 3,  Ifayfia  Wm&c  (T-^ 
n-4  )i  m Last  m ran.  10.  B.  (o 
Sherwood)  Toitt  C4J0;  n JB,  £4.70,  Cl  JQ. 
Dual  F:  ESdSO.  CSF:  SS7.7B.  Trio:  nrarai 

3JM  (Sm3f  IMtofe  Y.LRTS  RSM4UaCR 

Johnson  (6-5  lav)-.  S.  Tin  nanimia  fey. 
B-2):  3,  Always  Oneener  [12-1).  13  ran.  1. 
X.  (Nod  T Chance) Tola:  E2J0;  £1.10.  nRl 
e-70.  Dual  F:  OJO.  C8ft  £3.10.  Trlqm 
£22.75. TrlceCIBAa  NFL RRuddrn. 
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My  ball  at  the  Baseball  Ground . . . Everton’s  evergreen  goalkeeper  Neville  Southall  beats  Derby’s  Ashley  Ward  to  the  punch  photogbaph:  rqgskmmrd 


David  Lacey 


DERBY  County  domi- 
nated Everton  at  the 
Baseball  Ground  for 
most  of  last  night 
but  struggled  to  ram  borne  the 
advantage  promised  by  a 
series  of  quick  and  confident 
attacking  movements  and  ul- 
timately paid  the  price. 

Clear  chances  were  rare  at 
either  end.  Asanovlc  missing 
one  of  the  best  for  Derby  early 
in  the  second  half,  with  Ward 
heading  over  the  bar  later 
when  he  also  might  have 
scored.  Then  with  four  min- 
utes  remaining  Nick  Barmby 
stole  a victory  for  Everton, 
heading  in  the  rebound  from 
close  range  after  Parkinson's 
25-yard  shot  had  hit  the  bar. 

Derby,  like  Leicester  and 
Sunderland,  foe  other  pro- 
moted teams,  are  making  a 
decent  fist  of  Premiership 
football  this  season  and  Jim 
Smith's  side  started  last  night 
unbeaten  in  five  matches. 

Smith’s  players  have  been 
passing  the  ball  well,  defend- 
ing competently  and  since 
mid-October  have  started  to 
score  more  regularly.  In 
Asanovic,  moreover.  Derby 
appear  to  have  made  one  of 
the  better  Balkan  buys. 

Everton,  too,  were  enjoying 
a run  or  success  with  one  de- 
feat in  10  league  matches,  al- 
though that  tod  come  in  their 
last  home  fixture,  Sunderland 
winning  3-1  at  Goodison. 
Even  so.  Joe  Royle’s  team  are 
hoping  to  make  a serious 
challenge  for  a place  in 
Europe,  which  should  not  he 
beyond  them  with  Speed  and 
Barmby  added  to  the  estab- 
lished attacking  strength  of 
Ferguson  and  Kanchelskis. 

Not  that  Everton  found 
many  early  opportunities  to 
attack,  so  eagerly  did  Derby 
press  forward  with  Sturridge 
scuttling  past  defenders  In 
search  of  space  near  goaL 
Derby  play  with  three  at  the 
back,  using  McGrath  in  his 
old  Aston  Villa  role,  and 
quickly  exploited  the  numeri- 
cal superiority  this  gave  them 
in  midfield  before  Hlnchdiffe 
started  to  move  up  on  the  left 
for  Everton. 

One  flick  of  Ferguson's 
bead,  which  sent  Branch  be- 
hind the  Derby  defence  In  the 
10th  minute,  showed  how 
effective  Everton  could  be  on 
the  break.  This  time  Branch 
put  the  ball  behind  from  a 


narrow  angle,  but  the  18-year- 
old  continues  to  impress. 

Ward  and  Sturridge.  mean- 
while, continued  to  worry 
Watson  and  Unswortb 
through  their  ability  to  find 
each  other  with  quick  passes. 
Asanovic’s  stealth  and  vision 
were  always  around  In  sup- 
port and  Derby  several  times 
appeared  to  be  on  the  point  of 
finding  the  target  without  ac- 
tually exercising  Southall. 

Apart  from  two  speculative 


long  shots  at  the  start  of  the 
match,  little  was  seen  of  Kan- 
chelskis during  the  opening 
half-hour.  The  Hnminanrp  on 
the  wings  of  Laursen  and 
Chris  Powell  meant  that 
Everton  struggled  to  make 
headway  on  either  flank. 

Just  past  the  half-hour  Fer- 
guson's nod  down  to  Branch 
found  the  youngster  taking  on 
defenders  before  laying  the 
ball  out  to  Kanchelskis. 
whose  shot  went  wide  of  the 


for  post  but  at  least  counted 
as  one  of  rare  scoring  at- 
tempts achieved  by  Everton 
during  the  first  45  minutes. 

But,  with  the  head  erf  Fergu- 
son becoming  more  regularly 
involved  in  Everton’s  move- 
ments. Derby  battled  In  vain 
to  make  more  of  their  territo- 
rial advantage. 

After  half-time,  with  both 
sides  falling  offside  to  a mo- ' 
notorious  degree,  the  contest 
started  to  drift  towards  a 


stalemate  Everton,  however, 
were  still  having  problems 
containing  the  pace  of  the 
Derby  front  pair,  and  Uns- 
worth  was  cautioned  for  des- 
perately hanging  on  to  Ward 
as  the  striker  strode  past  him. 

Derby  would  surely  have 
gone  ahead  in  the  55th  minute 
had  Asanovlc  not  lost  his 
composure  at  the  crucial  mo- 
ment. Sturridge  broke  away 
on  the  left  and  after  cutting 
into  the  penalty  area  saw  an 


Intended  shot  ricochet  off 
Watson  straight  to  Asanovlc, 
who  was  near  the  penalty 
spot  with  time  and  space  to 
score.  But  the  Croatian  lifted 
his  head  and  his  shot  flew 
over  the  bar. 

Baliy  County:  Houtt  Rowan.  McGrath. 
SUniac,  Lauraan.  Flynn,  Asanovlc,  O 
Fowall,  C Rowan.  SturrWu®.  Want.. 
Enrtrai  Southall:  Barrett.  Wataon, 
Unaworth,  Hlnchclltta,  Kajichelakia. 
Ramlrraon.  Speed.  Barmby.  Fargueon. 
Branch. 

»»— ■ M Read  (Birmingham l- 


PaiTlck/^newctots 
thesuooessful 
coaching  career  of 
Sven  Goran  Eriksson 

Tre  timing  rf  flip  an- 
nouncement .of  Sven 
Goran.  Eriksson’s  ap- 
pointment by  Slack- 
bum  Rovers  may  seem  odd 
to  some,  given  that  the  pre- 
vious day  Sampdoria  had 
pulled  off  a dramatic  4—3 
win  over  Internationale  in 
Milan.  " 

However,  Eriksson  saw  it 
rather  differently  yester- 
day. ‘Td  say  it'  couldn't 
have  come  at  a better  time, 
tost  after  a big  win  like 
that,”  he  said. 

Rovers  fanswifibe  happy 
to  learn  that  for  all  his  affa- 
bility and  cosmopolitan 
outlook,  reflected  fn  his  ex- 
cellent ■ command  of 
English.  Italian  and  Portu- 
guese, Eriksson  is  at  heart 
a winner. 

His  competitive  nature 
!»*■  earned  Mw  four  cham- 
pionships, one  in  his  native 
Sweden  with  IEK  Gothen- 
burg in  1982  and  three  In 
Portugal  with  Benfica  in 
1984,  1986  and,  lh  Ms 
second  spell  there,  1991. 

Nils  LiedhoLm,  the  former 
MB m and- Sweden  star  of 
the  Fifties,  and  also  coach 
of  die  1988  Italian  title  win- 
ners Roma,  once  said  of  his 
compatriot:  "For  someone 
who  never  played  soccer  at 
the  top,  he  Is  an  amazingly 
successful  coach."  - - 
Indeed,  Eriksson  tends  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  rule. 
His  triumphs  as  a coach  are 
a stark  contrast  to  a modest 
playing  career.  He  also  has 
a reputation  for  being  a 
gentleman  in  a pun*  not 
noted  for  its  manners. 

His  only  chib  as  a player 
was.  Degerfors  and  when  in- 
jury and  limited  talent 
forced  liim  to  retire  at  27 
he  became  manager  of  the 
Swedish  third  division 
part-timers,  leading  them 
to  promotion  twice  in  two 
seasons  and  to  a second- 
place  finish  on  their  arrival 
in  the  first  division. 

That  performance  was 
enough  to  win  him  a con- 


tract with  Sweden’s  most 
famous  club,  Gothenburg, 
where  in  Us  four  seasons 
they  did  not  finish  outside 
the  top  three  and  In  1982 
also  won  the  Defa  and 
Swedish  caps. 

It  was  an  Englishman 
who  denied  him  a second 
Swedish  title  in  1980  when 
Gothenburg  were  held  to  a 
l-l  home  draw  in  a title  de- 
cider against  Roy  Hodg- 
son’s Halmstads.  The  paths 
of  these  two  migrant  man- 
agers did  not  cross  again 
until  this  autumn  when 
both  attracted  Blackburn’s 
interest. 

Hodgson  turned  down 
Rovers,  and  as  fans  of  In- 
temazlanale  threw  oranges 
And  abuse  at  him  at  the  San 
Siro  on  Sunday  after  Samp- 
doria’s  victory  he  may  have 
wondered  if  he  had  made 
the  right  decision. 

Apart  from  his  four  titles, 
Eriksson  won  the  Portu- 
guese Cup  with  Benfica  and 
under  him  they  were  run- 
ners-up in  the  European 
Cup  and  the  Defa  Cup.  He 
was  unlucky  not  to  take 
Roma  to  the  Serie  A title 
when  they  finished  second 
to  Michel  Platini’s  Juven- 
tus.  He  has  won  the  Italian 
Cup  twice,  with  both  Roma 
and  Sampdoria.  and  his 
eight  seasons  in  Italy  have 
also  included  a spell  at 
Ftorentinafrom  1987-89. 

Known  as  a devotee  of 
"zonal  soccer”,  Eriksson  in 
fact  adopts  a flexible  ap- 
proach. "The  Important 
thing  in  today’s  soccer  Is 
not  the  tactical  line-up  but 
rather  that  your  players 
are  aggressive  and  want  to 
play.  There  are  no  rigid  tac- 
tical choices  that  you  must 
always  follow,”  he  said. 

When  he  left  FSorentina 
to  rejoin  Benfica  in  1989, 
Eriksson  talked  about  mak- 
ing a lifestyle  choice.  He 
said  that  he  was  looking 
forward  to  living  again  in 
his  villa  near  Cascais  an 
Portugal’s  Atlantic  coast.  If 
things  do  not  work  out  at 
Ewood  Park,  he  still  has 
that  retreat  to  return  to. 

If,  as  is  likely,  he  does  not 
arrive  at  Blackburn  until 
the  summer,  one  small 
question  remains:  will  they 
still  be  a Premiership  side 
then? 


■p 
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FA  reprieves 
Notley,  18, 
pending  drug 
treatment 

CHARLTON  Athletic’s  Jay 
Notley.  who  tested  posi- 
tive for  a cocktail  of  drugs 
early  last  month,  was  yester- 
day given  three  months  to 
sort  himself  out  by  an  FA  dis- 
ciplinary committee  which 
deferred  passing  sentence. 

’May  Notley  was  given 
credit  by  the  commission,  for 
his  frank  admission  and  has 
been  asked  to  undergo  a 
period  of  rehabilitation  and 
counselling  at  an  FA-ap- 
p roved  centre."  a statement 
read.  He  will  not  he  allowed  to 
play  during  the  three  months. 

Charlton’s  manager  Alan 
Curbishiey.  who  was  present 
at  the  2‘  -hour  hearing,  said: 
"I  think  it’s  a very  sensible 
decision.  They  are  asking  him 
to  have  rehabilitation  and 
they  will  wait  for  the  reports 
before  they  decide  whatever 
further  action  they  will  take." 

After  being  tested  at  the 
London  club’s  training 
ground  by  the  mobile  doping 
unit,  but  before  the  results 
were  known  to  anybody,  the 
18-year-old  midfielder  admit- 
ted to  Charlton  officials  that 
he  had  taken  cannabis,  co- 
caine and  Ecstasy.  Yesterday 
he  told  the  commission  that 
he  had  taken  drugs  at  a party 
during  the  weekend  before 
the  Monday-morning  test. 
Analysis  presented  by  Profes- 
sor David  Cowan  of  the  drugs 
control  centre  at  King's  Col- 
lege showed  that  the  Ecstasy 
had  been  taken  12-24  hours 
before  the  test. 

Last  season  two  more-expe- 
rienced players,  Roger  Stanis- 
laus and  Craig  Whltington. 
were  banned  for  a year  and 
six  months  respectively  for 
drug  offences. 

■’Jay’s  quite  happy  with  the 
decision  and  so  are  we  as  a 
club."  said  Curblshley.  “He 
didn't  take  the  substances  to 
enhance  his  performance  and 
now  we  feel  he  should  be  Left 
alone  for  rehabilitation.  The 
FA  have  agreed  with  that." 
Notley.  who  was  accompa- 

□ ied  by  his  parents  and 

Charlton's  executive  director 
Jonathan  Fuller,  presented 
his  own  case  to  the  commis- 
sion at  Lancaster  Gate.  He  left 
without  comment. 

The  Professional  Football- 
ers’ Association,  meanwhile. 
Is  to  hold  its  own  inquiry  Into 
the  crowd  trouble  in  whieb 
Bristol  Rovers  players  were 
attacked  by  Bristol  City  fans 
at  Ashton  Gate  on  Sunday. 

The  FA.  which  has  the 
match  referee  David  Orris 
report,  has  promised  a full  in- 
quiry but  is  waiting  to  hear 
the  Avon  and  Somerset 
police's  version  of  events. 


Weah  is  given  six-match  European  ban 


Uefa’s  strong  punishment  for  the  Milan  striker’s  head-butt 
may  discourage  top  English  clubs  from  spending  £1 0 million 


George  weah.  Mi- 
lan’s Liberian 
striker,  was  yester- 
day banned  for  six  Euro- 
pean matches  by  Defa  for 
head-butting  the  Porto  de- 
fender Jorge  Costa. 

The  punishment  may 
well  undermine  any  plans 
by  Arsenal  and  other  top 
Premiership  clubs  to  sign 
the  1998  World  Player  of 
the  Year  for  next  season. 

Weah  received  a red  card 
after  his  attack  on  Costa  In 
the  players*  tunnel  at  Por- 
to's Antas  Stadium  just 


after  the  1-1  Champions 
League  draw  on  November 
20. 

It  was  an  Incident  which 
left  Costa  with  a broken 
nose  and  has  pnt  him  out  of 
action  for  several  weeks. 
Weah  subsequently 
claimed  that  Costa  had 
racially  abused  him  daring 
both  of  the  Italian  champi- 
ons’ games  against  the  Por- 
tuguese club. 

Weah  was  automatically 
banned  for  one  game, 
Milan’s  final  Champions 
League  group  match  a 


fortnight  ago  in  which  the 
2-1  shock  defeat  by  Rosen- 
borg of  Norway  sent  the 
five-times  European  Cup 
winners  out  of  the  competi- 
tion. Yesterday  he  was 
handed  the  extended  ban  by 
Uefa’s  disciplinary 
committee. 

Although  he  has  the 
option  of  an  appeal  — he 
has  until  midnight  on 
Thursday  to  lodge  it  — his 
suspension  for  five  more 
games  may  dissuade 
English  clubs  with  Euro- 
pean ambitions  from  sign- 


ing a player  for  whom 
Milan,  if  they  agree  to  sell, 
would  want  at  least 
£10  million. 

Arsenal,  whose  manager 
Arsene  Wenger  discovered 
Weah  and  brought  him 
from  Africa  to  play,  for 
Paris  St  Germain,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  heading  the 
queue  for  the  hugely 
talented  striker.  But  next 
season  Weah  will  not  be 
available  the  final 

Champions  League  group 
game  or  the  second  leg 
of  the  third  round  of 
the  other  two  European 
competitions. 

Defa,  explaining  Its  deri- 
sion, said  that  any  player 
adjudged  to  have  commit- 


ted “an  act  of  serious  vio- 
lence” faced  an  automatic 
five-match  European  ban. 

The  injury  sustained  by 
Costa,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  incident, 
made  this  case  “more 
serious". 

Bat  We  ah’s  previous 
good  character  had  counted 
In  bis  favour,  Defa  added, 
“The  committee  took  into 
consideration  George 
Weah’s  particularly  gentle- 
manly conduct  on  the 
pitch,”  said  its  statement. 

“He  has  received  only 
three  yellow  cards  in  Defa 
competitions  during  the 
last  five  years,  and  was  also 
granted  a Fair  Play  Award 
by  Fife.” 


Pools  Forecast 


FA  CABLING  FREMRBtSWF 
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Bourromnuin 


27 

28  Cardiff 

29  Cartafe 


SI  Etcler 
02 
» HuO 
04 
SB  Wean 


Gdlingtam 
BlKUl  C 


Ch  color 
Marts  now 
Scunthorpe 

Torquay 


Lincoln 

Doncaster 


* Rochdale 


tlXMAlL 

It 


Farnbnro 

Stafybridan 


BELL'S  SCOTTISH  USAOUE 
PROUE8  WVCBOM 

29  Critic  v DundoQlM  1 

40  Hoarr.  v Itaiyin  2 

41  Ninunuek  « Ataroteen  2 

42  Malta  rawtt  * Dunfonnttnr  1 

42  RaimRun  « IHbamfad  2 

SCOTTISH  LCAOWR 
first  onnswH 

44  blirlmo  X 


SKOM3D(VI)KW 
48  CTyda 

40  Hanfm—nndr 


Berm* 

Brechin 


non  KHVT5K1H 

47  Wiimid  CT  w CtmdcnbMttt  1 
V XJ.OJ  1 


Results 


Soccer 

PA  CARUNQ  PREMIERSHIP 

B«Wl0|O  ' 

trass 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP 
fftst-round  replay 

Writer  (1)  4 »H«  10)  O 

Allt»on  43.  Honeyman  75  606 

Lee  79,  Morgan  90 

SRALDOM  CHMiJMaiCIIMtelm 
flnali  Kidderminster  1,  Rushden  & 
D'monoc  a 

UMBOMD  UMUB  Rrmldfi  Caret 

Hidiiiml rqiliyi  Curran  Ashton  ft  Al- 


baton  Tn  3. 


Tairton  Tn  1.  Tarrtagton  1. 
RONTIN9  LBAQUBj  Rfdt  DhMiB 

LetaMt  t.  WeM  Srora  «;  Wolverhampton 
ft  Huddorefleld  1.  Soared  OhMon  Cor- 
bie 3.  MansfMd  ft 

AVON  INSURANCM  COMRMTtORr 
nras  Of.hfam  Cardffl  1.  Swindon  1;  Crys- 
tal Palace  S.  Lukin  ft  Ipewtcfi  9.  Bristol  C 
1:  Wofford  3.  MIHwall  ft 
MPHmWMIW  MATCHt  Heangr  Ta 
1.  Nottingham  Forest  XI  0. 

FA  VAUh  Nad  ro—d  mm  Hmeriay 
Affi  nr  Stamford  AFC  v Norm  Ferrety  UK 
Gtdsborough  Tn  v Tow  Low  Til  Moosloy  v 
COOenhoe  (ltd:  BedDrrpton  Terrier*  v IXuv 
sum  Fed  every;  Tetley  flatter  v Dur- 
ham C;  HUCknsO  Tn  or  Newcastle  Tn  v 
Spsfcflng  UM  or  Bridgnorth  Trc  WMtoy  Tn  v 
NsnMch  Tn;  Barling  or  Saffron  wofdsn 
Tn  V Woodbridge  Tit;  Arieaey  Tn  v Horne 
Bay:  Soutnetid  Manor  v Wisbech  Tn:  Man- 
gotsftald  Utd  v Taunton  Tn,  ThoKftam  Tn  v 
Ttvonan  Tic  Concord  Rngra  or  Greenwich 
Bor  v WiUstable  Tit  Bemerton  mi  Hnno- 
qulns  v carter  Row  4 RottlMid  or  Brain- 
tree Til  Htston  v Northwood;  Reading  Tn  y 
Banstsad  Atfi  Matches  to  he  played  Satur- 
day. January  it  (30  — ua  wtthoia  lights). 

Rugby  Union 

BWALBC  CUR]  Mxtto-raattd  drain 

Rnymimy  or  Ammanford  v T recrony;  Lie/v 

drwery  v Pyle;  PortyjxxH  v Psncosd:  South 
Wales  Police  » Blackwood  or  Hlramm: 
Newcastle  EMyn  or  Reeotvsn  v GiHach 
Gael);  Dinas  Powts  v Panfyeyntmer,  Pony- 
gr dtg  ■ Gsrmartnoil  Outre:  Swansea  v 
Dunvtuc  Newport  v Cmdftf,  Whiaand  or 
BmIHi  Weds  v Ataroan  or  YsBradgynlais; 
Cross  Kays  v UWC  or  Aberdllory;  Caer- 
pm«y  * Uoneift  Neath  v Aheteynon,  apw- 
anon  v EMM  Vatu;  Bridgend  v Nsw&rldga; 
Foilrdoel  v Patxypndd.  (Tire  to  be  payed 
on  Saturday,  January  25). 

American  Football 

NRU  Attain  2?.  St  laua  3ft  Carolina  27, 
Baltimore  ift  Dallas  12.  New  England  G: 
□ami  3.  Green  Bay  31;  Mmnasota  71. 
Tampa  Bay  10;  NT  GUMS  3.  Now  Oriedns 
17:  Rua&wgti  15.  San  Fmresea  3S;  Asv 
zano  27.  Washington  28:  Oenrer  34.  Oak- 
land 1ft  Houston  12.  Clndfinad  21.  Kansas 
City  19.  lfN9aitsp0ll*  24:  Jacksornfllo  2D. 
Seattle  la.Wsrelkiiisi  ■wmlu  euCimfwr 
swore  eretsrre  1.  TNsw  England  (Wio,  L5. 

PRBft  PAJ91).  ft  Buffalo  (SMCHdl;  3. 

Indianapolis  (9-6-293-303):  4.  Miami  0-fl. 


292-3831;  ft  NT  Jets  (1-14-251-4231.  Con- 
trail 1.  -Prashurgh  (WlO.  L5.  PF330. 
PA239);  2.  JacXsarrville  fS-7-306-31d);  ft 
andttnad  (7-8-34 K145);  4.  Houston  (7-8- 
321-298|:  S.  Baltimore  (4-11-350-417). 
Isadora:  1.  SOenvor  [11)11.  L2,  PF381. 
PA2SBK  S.  Kamos  Cuy  (9-6- 388-290):  ft 
Oakland  (76019-S6S):  4.  Son  Diego  (7-4- 
294-386);  ft  Seattle  (8-9-389465)  WMawat 
Conference.  Basterra  1.  'Delias  (WIO. 


L5.  PF278.  PA213):  Z tPNIadalphia  (M- 
334-322);  ft  Washington  (8-7^27-302):  ft 
Arizona  (7-8381-398):  6.  NT  Giants  [88- 
220-374)  Cetltotol  1. 13trefl  Bay  fWlft  Lft 
RF416.  PA3O0).  7.  IMInareato  (9-6-366- 
277);  ft  CWcago  (7-8484-271):  4.  Detroit  (5- 
1828834*):  5.  Tampa  Bay  (818187-274). 
Wealanu  1.  Karolina  (WIT.  LA.  PF348. 
PA204):  2.  fSan  Prancfsco  (1l-4^74-«3): 
3.  St  Louis  (818288389):  «.  Atlanta  (818 
282-442J;  ft  New  Orleans  (812-218328). 
KUncned  play-off  piece.  *C1  Incited  aw 
isian  we.  &cu netted  Conference  D8a 

Basketball 

MBAi  Detroit  99.  Boston  8ft  OcMeo  Stole 
102.  Woehutgion  lift  Phoanlx  103.  Van- 
cower  84.  Porttond  98.  Houaton  89. 

da  1.  Miami  (Wlft  Lft  PCL7B3,  G80K  2. 

New  Tort  (188.714-2).  ft  WotMagtcsi  [18 

11-.47B-7);  4.  Orlando  (8-10-,«7*-7):  3,  Pfttt- 

ednlphia  (7-184181(80;  6.  New  Jersey  (8 

18  278-iOXj:  7.  Boston  (818.238-12). 
Corea.  1.  entcago  jwm.  Lft  pclotb, 

0BOj:  Z Dacron  {17-4-J182):  3,  CUretawd 

(14-8638612:  4.  Atlanta  (138B188):  ft 

Milwaukee  <l2-9-sn-7)T  ft  ChartMW  (18 

188487K);  ».  mom  1811-43M*).  ft 

Toronto  (7-18J1812&  Bfdeteni  Ctofw 

a wore  Ml*,  reft  1.  Houston  (W71.  Lft 

Petal 3,  G80):  2.  UW  (188BS7-3);  3.  Dal- 

las (818381-12);  4,  MlmaOtB  (818348 
rsr.  ft  Denver  (S-18J0818X):  6,  San  Anto- 

nio (4-17- 18816).  7.  Vancouver  <448.167- 
171$).  Padllci  1.  LA  Lakers  (W10,  L7. 

Pet 720,  GBO).  ft  SeatSe  (188.6483);  ft 

Portland  (I8l1-tt42-«g:  4.  la  camera  (8 

14-391^);  ft  Sacraimido  (8183488):  ft 

Odden  State  (818  J3MK),  7,  Ptoeflfc  (7- 

18318SS). 

Chess 

LAS  PALMASt  Rowed  Nra  A Kamov 

?mt  ft  O Kxspereov  (vs)  X.  V Anand  (too) 

V Topalov  (Bui)  t V Ivaneffuk  (Lftr)  1.  V 

Kreaidk  (Pus)  0.  Leadeiei  Ansrut,  Ka- 

sparov. Ivandii*  a.  Karpv  & 
CfoawwiH  C*SHJR  (Caicufa): 
Nnd  torefiog  owran  P Ittyekandt  Ond) 

tu  ta  c Meftob  (San).  J Brtrem,  P TNprey , J 

Ockham  (tod)  7.  Atom  A Kds«a  (Erg)  ft 
NCRTH  LOSIDON  OHM  (BsntaQ!  J Vs.  Z 
Wang  4/5;  X Pang  [all  Chan)  SX. 

Cricket 


Stale  49ft  GriquaJand  West  340  and  222-B 
iU  GWuy  7t<io).  Match  drawn.  Morer. 
bora:  Transvaal  334  and  272-3  dec.  8ad- 
ern  Province  281  and  185  (L  Keen  7S,  Ek- 
ateen  4-74).  Transvaal  raw  Dy  160  runs. 

Ice  Hockey 

WUfsaUft  Ayr  ft  Newcastle  7. 

UMUB  Gulldkifd  1.  Swindon 
4:  Medway  ft  Kingston  ftBiDugn  ft  Tefford 
4.  SaHRuR  2ft  %. 

MORTHRH  Pmn  I8UUB  FM  ft 
Dumfries  1;  MurrayfMd  2.  Btackfluin  7: 
WMSoy  1.  Paisley  9. 


WIUMATXONAL  CHAU  HOI  Qraat 
Britain  ft  UnIvenBly  of  Manftoba  3. 

NMLi  norida  a,  Edmonton  ft-  Ottawa  0. 

osHes  4;  Chicago  ft  Pltaxturgh  i;  St  Lotos 

0,  Vancouver  8;  Detroit  3.  Toronto  1;  PNl*. 
detpMa  8.  Boston  a Hand tore*  tore lent 
CsnrerreMi  WcrVieart  1.  Hartford  (W14. 
Lft  Tft  OFOO.  OAB9.  Pta34):  2.  Buffalo  (18 
182-88683^;  ft  PtB&Uirgh  (18188108 
10831);  4,  Montreal  (18188107-11829): 
ft  Boston  (1818881-107-35).  ft  Ottawa  (8 
14-7-780823).  AH— Hot  1.  Florida  (Wlft 
Lft  77,  OHO,  GA67.  Pte*3L  2,  PhUadetpNa 
(1812-2-98-84-40);  ft  New  Jersey  (1811-8 
7874-34):  4,  NY  Rangers  (1814-81 12-03- 

33) ;  ft  Washington  (18l8M2«a^r  6. 
NY  Mondera  (10-12-6-61-61-28);  7.  Tamm 
Bay  (18183-79-67-23).  Woelam  Calf- 
•new  Caatrafe  1.  Dallas  (W16.  LKL  1ft 
GFB9.  GATft  Pt»38);  7.  Detroit  (17-8898 
56-39):  3.  SI  Louis  (18181-91-10831);  4. 
Chicago  (i8i8883-««-3it  6.  Phoenix  (18 
1887885-28):  6.  Toronto  (12-388981 18 

34) .  PaofDa  1.  Colorado  (W1&  L9.  T4, 
GF109.  GAOS.  Ptsto);  2.  Vancouver  (1818 
V9894-31):  ft  Etononton  (1818810810V 
21L-  4.  LOS  Angeles  I18184-BA982B);  ft 
Calgary  (18184-6895-26):  ft  Anaheim 
111-16-808106-271;  7.  San  Josa  (11-15-4- 
7807-26), 

Alpine  Skflng 

WORLD  CUP  (Vsl  dlaarey  taper  Or  1.  H 
Knauee  (Aut)  imin  232Sscc;  z G Matter 
(Aid)  1J&39:  ft  SLoch«[5»tts)  1.33.43;  4, 
P Oral efl  (Auq  Ijftsr.  6.  c Moyer  (Aut) 

1.23.76:  6.  P ftunggekHer  (9)  1.23*1;  7,  A 
Skaardal  (Nor)  i^SttS.  DM  reft  Mala 
Or  sham  Be*  )0B),  World  Cop  watt 
Ittofaira  1.  Kndites  297pto:  2,  K~A  As- 
modt  (Nof)  28L  ft  S Lochor  Owttz)  215;  4. 
M von  Gnianigen  <Swl&]  207;  ft  Mayer 
16ft  ft  T Sykore  (Av»)  162. 


Fixtures 

(7tt0  untees  stoted) 

Soccer 


Bum- 

toy  V MitUtl  (TAST.  PHufWOi^i  V Eft- 
fWd  (7.46):  Scumhorpe  v Wrexham  [7 AS): 
WycomtM  » Barret  (7«45). 

PA  CAWIWO  HWItllUl  Coventry  v 
Newcastle  (B.Ok  Liverpool  v Ngttm  Forest 
(7*0- 


Bredtard  C v Reading  (7.46),  Crystal  Pto- 

acav  Staff  Ustf7.*G>. 

AUTO  WPtDSCMBtS  MWUM  Smitb- 

ara  Btulwm  nrot  raanrii  Brighton  v Fid- 

ham  (7.46). 


Rangers  * KlknareoM  (TMi. 

SCQTOIH  LKAOUto  nr«  BMdre  East 
FMev  Dundee. 

SPALDmQ  CHAU  K1WT»  CUP»  Qirerter  ■ 

ffeadi  MaoaesiWd  v Biututgavu  (7  AS). 

uittMt m iMMam  iminip  cap, 

tansad  rpawrii  Spennymoar  UM  v Harm- 

gffta  Tn.  TMrd  icwxt  Galnabamtfi  Trin- 

ity * FricUey  Ads  Mattock  Tn  v Gtoseley; 
Raddttte  Bor  u Barm.  iMIWa  ffcak  Bte- 

tetow  Cara  Banana  rareah  LMgfi  v 

Droylosdon. 

■DM  UADm  Prarelar  DMttre  Chart- 

say  Tn  v Caretatton.  Beaowtt  Dt.Ulv 

Edgwara  Tn  v wivennoe  T tn  Egham  Ta  v 

Mat  Ponca,  flu  win  him,  a ■ Cm 

Third  roaedi  Bedford  Tn  v Haytofdgo; 


Wngstonlan  v Banstaad  ABc  Lalghtoa  To  v 

Borehem  Wood;  St  Altans  v Harrow  Bor; 

Sutton  Utd  v YaacOng;  Wokingham  v Bog- 

norReflts. 

NU8 


aston  v Burton;  Raddttdi  Utd  v Harasowen. 

HoptaT  Forrel  Green  v Trowbridge  Tn 

(7A6):  RC  Warwick  v worcastarC;  WUney 

Tn  v Merthyr  (7.45). 

H-W  COUNTUS  UUOUh  PM  Oh- 

Mtm  Blackpool  Rvre  v TraBord;  Bootle  v 

Penrith;  VaudwU  GM  v Newcestte  Tn. 

fTIBB  IAS7  LSAOUli 

Arnotd  Tn  v SMby  Tru 

_ rd  rowndi  Amrthorpe 

Waff  v Oasett  Tix  AsMsid  Utd  v Giaa- 

ataOflMon  WeL  Bndworlh  Waff  v Brigg  Tm 

North  Fsrrfby  Utd  v Louth  Utd;  Osaatl  Alb  v 

HucfcnaN  Tn;  Powtatreet  Cof  v Harrogate 

RA. 


QMMerr  Braora  v BWeford  Tn. 


Derby  v Everton  (741):  OWhsm  v Bolton 

(7.0);  Saaond  DMttre  Grimsby,  v Stock- 

port  f7.CT- 

Ilk—  OP  WALKS.  Bangor  C v u«n- 
san«reldr  Mewawn  v Ton  Pencra. 
COUNTY  AMTRIM  SMI  BUN  Beereid 

re  nftttMBrei  vCHOortvtOei  Pomoown 

vUnaetd. 

PAI  LKAOUR  CUPi  Hast  Aral  tore  Gei- 
way  cm  v Cork  C: 

BUROPBAN  U-*1  CHAMPtOetSMIPr 


Uetav  Spain  (ft 

Rugby  Union 

PtLKDMTON  CWb  Poreth  man*  L 

any  vNewtwry  (7.19). 

HART  DUJBORB  POUR  COUNT! 

CHAMPWWWPi  Worcester  ft  HareSor 

Shropshire  (LuctontareK' 

Rugby  League 

v.  Dewsbury  v Vtoerteuw. 


• Engfand’e  UndBr-13  team  enjoyed  a 
338run  rirtory  otter  the  young  players  of 
the  Lahore  Crlckai  Association.  Tits 

Yorkshire  spUwsr  Zxc  Morris  took  ate  lor 

SO  as  the  hosts  wars  bowled  out  tor  SB. 

England  had  detoeroo  on  their  ovarekM 

total  of  191  for  nine. 

• The  European  Seniors  Toor  next 

season  will  comprise  « mtotawn  of  » 

tournaments,  too  more  than  this  year. 

FNe  new  events  tncluda  me  Matt  Seniors 

Open  at  St  Margarets.  Dublin,  on  May  IB- 

IS and  ite  Wratwonh  eentors  Msstars 
over  die  dub's  Edinburgh  Course  on 

August  8ft  The  riehret  tournament  la 

■Sain  certain  to  m me  Senior  Brtflsh  Opan 
ft  Royal  Portnoh  In  Nortuem  iretond  on 
Jtoy2«7. 

D The  striker  AH  Dad  aoored  tour  thiias  In 

the  second  too  n gfee  tan  a stunning  6-2 

victory  over  Soutn  Korea  Iff  an  Asian  Cup 

Ousrtw-dnoL  Tran  twice  esaw  tram  Battad 

to  beat  one  of  the  fmawfeas  lor  me  We 

snd  had  to  thank  the  dMcol  twsrtng  of 

Uiair  27-year-eld  striker  for  the 

conttoriabte  victory. 

• Ian  Start  ananed  Rftn  and.  ids  faoow 
Bribsn  Ildar  Plppa  FunneM  dghtti  oeMod 

New  Zeeland's  trio  Btyth  Toft  Mart  Todd 

and  Andrew  Nkteelaon  ta  Ota  find  Lata 

Rover  world  three-day  svarft  ranMngAdst 

of  ■>*  season.  Britain  were  second  In  the 

warn  stmidlngs  behind  Aa  Khvto. 


Anderson’s  offer  shunned 
but  Clark  stays  for  time  being 


ONE  of  the  consortiums 
bidding  to  take  control  of 
Nottingham  Forest  claimed 
yesterday  that  its  offer  to  link 
with  a rival  group  led  by  the 
Monte  Carlo-based  million- 
aire Lawrie  Lewis  had  been 
turned  down. 

Sandy  Anderson,  a Notting- 
ham bosineaman,  said  that 
linking  op  would  help  “the 
long-term  success  and  well- 
being of  the  club”  but  the 
offer  had  met  with  a cool 
response. 

Anderson’s  consortium  has 
the  backing  of  the  board,  and 
Anderson  claims  that  its 
£13  million  bid  is  30  per  cent 
higher  than  the  rival  offer, 
but  Lewis’s  group,  which  con- 
tains the  former  Tottenham , 


chairman  Irving  Scholar,  is 
emerging  as  the  favourite  to 
get  the  go-ahead  from  share- 
holders at  next  month's  emer- 
gency general  meeting. 

There  was  some  good  news 
for  the  beleaguered  club, 
though,  when  the  manager 
Frank  Clark,  who  was 
reported  on  Sunday  to  be 
ready  to  leave,  yesterday  con- 
firmed he  would  be  in  change 
for  the  game  at  Liverpool 
tonight 

“A  great  deal  of  progress 
haa  been  made  in  the  last  24 
to  36  hours  which  I feel  could 
have  been  done  quite  a while 
ago.”  said  Clark-  “I  do  feel  we 
are  beading  in  the  right  direc- 
tion to  trying  to  get  the  issue 
sorted.” 


Rugby  League 

Harris  set  on 
St  Helens  but 
saga  goes  on 

Paul  Fitzpatrick 


IESTYN  HARRIS,  the  War- 
rington, Wales  and  Great 
Britain  stand-off,  will  not  be 
joining  Leeds  Rhinos  despite 
Warrington’s  assertion  that 
they  are  dose  to  concluding  a 
deal  with  the  Yorkshire  dub. 

Tom  Carroll,  his  agent,  said 
last  night  that  Harris  was  set 
an  joining  St  Helens.  “They 
have  been  his  choice  all 
along.  Leeds  have  not  been  In 
touch  with  Iestyn  since  he  po- 
litely rejected  their  approach 
five  weeks  ago.” 

■ Harris,  on  the  list  at  SL3S 
minion,  is  foe  subject  of  an 
interminable  transfer  saga 
whose  latest  twist  is  that  In  St 
Helens'  attempt  to  sign  Harris 
they  allegedly  offered  their 
captain  and  scrum-half  Bab- 
ble Gouldfng  to  Warrington 
in  part-exchange. 

That  allegation  induced 
near  apoplexy  yesterday  in 
Eric  Ashton,  the  Saints  chair- 
man. “Robbie  is  far  too  Impor- 
tant to  St  and  such  an 

idea  has  never  been  discussed 
by  our  board.”  be  said.  “If 
anybody  connected  with  this 
club  did  make  such  an  offer 
they  did  so  off  their  own  bat 
and  without  the  knowledge  or 
approval  of  the  board.” 

Halifax  Blue  Sox- have 
signed  Martin  Pearson,  the  25- 
year-old  Festherstone  Rovers 
standoff  for  about R10Q/BQ. 

Oldham  Bears;  have  ap- 
points! Abe  Kerr,  26.  as  mar- 
keting and  media  manager  to 
succeed  DavitLHughes,  Lanca- 
shire’s former  cricket  captain. 


Athletics 

Row  looms  as 
BAF  taps  into 
player  power 

Duncan  Uacicay 


BRITISH  athletics  entered 
its  brave  new  world  yes- 
terday with  the  formation  of  a 
high-profile  athletes'  associa- 
tion aimed  at  Unking  up  to 
solve  the  sport’s  problems  — 
and  promptly  walked  into  a 
fresh  row. 

The  British  Athletic  Feder- 
ation, now  bolstered  by  its  al- 
liance with  the  new  British 
Athletes  Association,  is  set  to 
deepen  its  rift  with  the  Ama- 
teur Athletic  Association  of 
England  by  staging  its  own 
trial  event  in  Birmingham  on 
February  8-9  for  the  world  in- 
door championships,  two 
weeks  after  the  AAA  holds  its 
indoor  championships,  the 
traditional-selection  meeting. 

If  the  BAF  succeeds  with 
these  new  British  champion- 
ships, where  winners  may 
earn  selection  for  the  world 
event  in  Paris,  it  could  decide . 
to  bold  its  own  outdoor  cham- 
pionships next  summer  also. 

- That  would  strip  the  AAA 
Champfcmshlps,  the  modem 
world's  oldest  athletics  meet- 
ing, of  much  of  its  prestige 
and  could  plunge  the  sport 
into  yet  more  infighting. 

The  BaF  and  the  new  BAA 
have,  formed  a joint  company 
to  run  major  televised  events 
next  year.  “We -do  not  profess 
to  have,  all  the  solutions,” 
said  the  high-jumper  .Geoff 
Parsons,  one  of  is  BAA  direc- 
tors which  include  Linford 
Christie . end  Roger  Black. 
“But  these  are  exciting  times 
with  new  opportunities.” 
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Diving  force  ■ ■ ■ Minnesota  Vikings’  Carter  evades  the  challenge  of  Mayhew  for  a touchdown  in  the  21-10  win  over  Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers 


Cowboys  cut 
down  Patriots 
to  capture 
record  fifth  title 


MarkTran  in  New  York 
on  American  football 


Rugby  Union 


1 A ITTH  less  than  a week  to 
VVgo  San  Francisco,  Car- 
olina, Green  Bay,  Mi""*, 
sota,  Philadelphia  and  Dal- 
las have  made  the  play-offs 
from  the  National  Football 
Conference,  the  Cowboys 
taking  the  NFC  East  for  a 
record  fifth  time  by  beating 
the  New  England  Patriots 
12-6  on  Sunday, 

American  Football  Confer- 
ence teams  through  are 
Pittsburgh,  New  England 
and  Denver,  who  with  John 
El  way  back  at  quarterback 
easily  disposed  of  the  Oak- 
land Raiders  on  Sunday  de- 


spite the  heavy  defeat  by 
Green  Bay  last  week.  Buf- 
falo, Indianapolis,  twMM 
City  and  Jacksonville  are 
chasing  three  places. 

The  NFC  has  been  victori- 
ous in  the  past  12  Soper 
Bowls  against  the  AFC. 

The  Pittsburgh  Steelers, 
winners  of  their  previous 
13  games  at  Three  Rivers 
Stadium,  were  playing  for  a 
first-round  bye  but  were 
stopped  in  their  tracks 
when  the  San  Francisco 
49ers  came  to  town  on  Sun- 
day and  won  25-15. 

The  Steelers.  last  year’s 


Super  Bowl  finalists, 
slumped  to  a 1 6-point  defi- 
cit in  the  first  six  minutes 
and  never  recovered.  “Yon 
cannot  put  yourself  in  a 
16-0  hole  and  fight  your 
way  out  against  a team  of 
this  calibre,”  said  their 
coach  Bin  Cowher. 

The  49ers,  by  defeating 
one  of  the  fancied  AFC 
teams.  |*”ti  still  clinch  Hiair 
NFC  West  division  pro- 
vided they  win  against  the 
Detroit  Lions  this  week 
while  the  Steelers  heat  the 
Carolina  Panthers  for 
them. 


The  49ers  got  an  early 
break  when  the  Steelers 
fumbled  a pant  return  and. 
San  Francisco’s  Daryl  Price 
smothered  the  ball  at  Pitts- 
burgh’s 16.  Three  plays 
later  Steve  Young,  the 
49ers  quarterback,  found 
Jerry  Rice  for  a four-yard 
touchdown.  Rice  finished 
with  eight  receptions  for  63 
yards  and  one  touchdown. 

A minute  later  Mike 
Tomczak,  the  erratic  Pitts- 
burgh quarterback,  was 
sacked  in  Us  own  end  zone 
by  Bryant  Young  for  a two- 
point  safety  to  make  it  9-0. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  TOM  OLMSCtGO 

Hen  Rod  Woodson,  Pitts- 
burgh’s Pro  Bowl  comer- 
back,  was  penalised  for 
pulling  at  Rice’s  shoulder 
on  a long  pass  from  Young. 
The  49ers  were  awarded  a 
massive  43  yards  and  made 
it  look  easy  from  Pitts- 
burgh’s four.  Young  rolled 
out  of  the  pocket  and  tossed 
the  ball  to  the  full-back 
William  Floyd  for  a 
touchdown. 

The  Steelers  got  on  the 
board  late  in  the  third 
quarter  when  Jerome  Bet- 
tis broke  through  for  a one- 
yard  touchdown. 


Ashton 
in  rift 
at  Bath 


Ian  Malin 


Brian  Ashton’s  future 
at  Bath  is  in  doubt,  with 
the  coach  taking  a 
week's  paid  holiday  and  play- 
ing no  part  in  the  build-up  to 
this  Saturday's  Pilkington 
Cup  fifth-round  tie  against 
London  Irish. 

Last  week  the  49-year-old 
Ashton  handed  in  his  resigna- 
tion, less  than  six  months 
after  leaving  his  teaching  job 
at  King’s  School.  Bruton  and 
taking  on  the  full-time  post 
with  England's  champion 
club.  Bath’s  captain  Phil  de 
Glanville  returned  to  the  city 
from  England  dure  last  Fri- 
day for  an  emergency  meet- 
ing to  try  to  solve  the  club’s 
crisis. 

At  training  yesterday 
morning,  shocked  players 
were  told  oT  Ashton's  tempo- 
rary departure  by  the  direc- 
tor of  rugby  John  HalL 
Bath  last  night  denied  that 
Ashton  was  severing  his  six- 
year  link  with  the  dub,  and 
the  coach  himself  said:  "We 
haven’t  parted  company.  I’ve 
Just  taken  a week  off.’' 

But  Ashton  has  had  an  un- 
easy working  relationship 
with  Hall  In  recent  weeks, 
and  on  the  field  Bath's  reputa- 
tion as  England's  premier 
club  has  suffered.  They  have 
lost  three  league  games  and 
been  knocked  out  or  the  Euro- 
pean Cup  at  the  quarter-final 
stage  after  defeats  at  Ponty- 
pridd and  Cardiff. 

The  former  England  flanker 
Andy  Robinson  has  been 
asked  to  help  prepare  the 
team  this  week,  alongside 
Hall  and  de  Glanville.  for  i 
first  defence  of  the  cup  il:  •’ 
won  last  May. 

If  Ashton  did  leave  the- 
creation  Ground  his  servi<  ' 
would  be  in  demand.  The  fo-  - 
mer  serum-half  and  assistant 
England  coach's  visionary 
thinking  has  kept  Bath  at  the 
forefront  of  the  domestic 
game,  and  the  dynamic  three- 
quarter  play  that  destroyed 
the  league  leaders  Harlequins 
10  days  ago  is  without  peer  In 
England. 

Meanwhile,  Newbury  were 
last  night  ordered  by  the 
Rugby  Football  Union  to  ploy 
their  delayed  Pilkington  Cup 
fourth-round  tie  at  Lydney 
tonight  The  Courage  League 
Four  South  club  were  yester- 
day still  without  nine  players, 
including  three  front-row  for- 
wards, because  of  a serious 
bacterial  skin  infection. 

Blackheath  have  appointed 
the  former  All  Black  hooker 
Hika  Reid  as  their  full-time 
director  of  coaching. 

• John  HalL  34.  Bath’s  direc- 
tor of  rugby,  has  been 
remanded  on  police  bail  until 

January  n after  an  Incident 
at  a hi1-  “1  the  city  on  the 
night  tf  Saturday  December 
7. 


No  sugar-daddy  for  the  Scarlets 


Llanelli  rfc.  one  of 
the  most  famous 
names  in  world  rugby, 
have  an  uncertain 
future  after  prospective  finan- 
cial backers  failed  to  deliver  a 
promised  £1.5  million  and  left 
the  club  chairman  Stuart 
Gallacher  facing  what 
amounts  to  a vote  of  no  confi- 
dence at  an  egm  next  month. 

When  the  dub's  members 
voted  last  July  to  authorise 
turning  the  dub  into  a com- 
pany and  bringing  in  Jack 
Walker  figures  to  meet  the 
new  demands  of  professional- 
ism, they  hoped  they  were 
following  the  road  taken  by 
the  likes  of  Bath,  Newcastle 
and  Saracens. 

But  the  headlong  rush  of 
the  Scarlets  to  create  Llanelli 
RFC  Limited  and  embark  on 
an  aggressive  recruitment 
drive  on  the  basis  of  money 
that  never  materialised  is 
widely  seen  in  Wales  as  a sal- 
utary warning  to  other  simi- 
larly placed  dubs. 

Many  contrast  Llanelli’s  ap- 
proach to  the  new  era  with 
that  of  Cardiff,  who  spent 
nearly  a year  carefully  look- 
ing at  incorporation  and  po- 
tential investors.  Llanelli 
took  a matter  of  weeks  and 
are  now  paying  the  price. 

Already  some  players  at 
Stradey  Park  have  taken  a 
pay  cut  and  five  others  have 
left.  Including  the  Wales  A 
Oy-half  Matthew  McCarthy 
and  the  former  Wales  prop 
Ricky  Evans,  as  an  annual 
wage  bill  put  at  £900.000  bas 
been  trimmed  by  £200,000. 
However.  Frano  Botica,  the 


Ice  Hockey 

Durdle  comes 
! cut  of  the  cold 


Uanelfi  thought 
they  had  found  a . 
white  knight.  Now 
they  are  in  distress 


No  deal . . . caravan-park  owner  Mel  Davies  jeff  Morgan 


club's  greatest  recruit, 
remains  on  a six-figure  con- 
tract over  two  years. 

Yesterday  Gallacher,  who 
owns  a carpet  shop  in  the 
town,  said  he  was  meeting  the 
dub’s  accountants  to  “sort 
things  out”  but  declined  to 
comment  further. 

He  did  issue  a statement 
last  month,  however,  when 
the  businessmen  being 
courted  failed  to  meet  a dead- 
line. “Unfortnnately  the 
promises  on  the  part  of  the 
investors  have  still  not  been 
fulfilled.”  It  ran. 

-The  management  commit- 
tee recently  decided  that  In 
the  best  interests  of  the  dub, 
to  bring  this  matter  to  a bead, 
an  ultimatum  was  given  to  the 
Investor  which  has  now  ex- 
pired without  the  necessary 
undertakings  being  received. 

“The  management  commit- 


tee therefore  consider  that 
the  negotiations  are  at  an  end 
and  now  fed  free  to  seek  al- 
ternative investments  to  en- 
sure the  future  of  the  dub.” 

One  surreal  result  of  the  fi- 
nancial deal’s  failure  is  that 
the  directors  of  Llanelli  RFC 
Limited  were  registered,  in 
nominal  form,  as  York  Place 
Company  Secretaries  Limited 
and  York  Place  Company 
Nominees  Limited.  Both 
those  Leeds-based  companies 
were  fortned  as  part  of  the  bid 
brokered  by  a Pembrokeshire 
caravan-park  owner,  Mel 
Davies,  and  backed  by  an  ac- 
countant Brian  Law. 

The  putative  middleman, 
Davies,  now  says  he  is  “com- 
pletely disenchanted  with  the 
whole  rugby  scene”  and  that 
previously  amateur  dubs  do 
not  understand  that  money  is 
raised  via  hard-beaded  busl- 


Reportby 
Michael  Prestage 

ness  deals,  not  philanthropy. 
Too  many  at  Llanelli  want 
some  sort  of  fairy  godmother 
who  wlQ  pay  in  millions  of 
pounds  and  allow  them  to 
continue  as  they  always  did,’’ 
he  said.  “Remember,  this  dab 
was  in  financial  difficulties 
before  professional  ism." 

Gallacher  stands  accused  of 
failing  to  keep  members  in- 
formed of  developments  and 
of  not  disclosing  until  the 
eleventh  hoar  that  the  finan- 
cial deal  was  going  wrong. 
The  special  meeting  next 
month  was  called  by  him 
after  a Save  Our  Scarlets  cam- 
paign by  the  local  newspaper, 
the  T.iflnePi  Star. 

Its  editor  Robert  Lloyd  said: 
The  dub  is  vital  for  the  town. 
It  has  made  Llanelli  famous. 
Now  there  is  anger  because 
those  in  power  have  spent 
four  months  chasing  a pot  of 
gold  that  turned  out  to  be  total 


Batcbekler 


Darren  durdle  is  eligi- 
ble to  play  for  Great  Brit- 
ain. the  International  Ice 
Hockey  Federation  confirmed 
yesterday  as  preparations 
continued  for  tomorrow’s  cru- 
cial Olympic  qualifier  with 
Switzerland  at  Sheffield. 

Durdle.  the  Canadian-born 
British  passport-holder  who 
plays  for  the  Berlin  side  Els- 
baren.  had  been  left  out  of  the 
side  that  defeated  the  Nether- 
lands 8-2  on  Thursday  after 
Dutch  officials  queried  his 
eligibility. 

Britain  warmed  up  Tor 
tomorrow's  game  by  defeat- 
ing a touring  University  of 
Manitoba  side  5-3  at  Black- 
burn on  Sunday,  Basing- 
stoke's Men?  Priest  leading 
their  scoring  with  two  goals. 

In  the  only  Superleague 
match  of  the  weekend.  New- 
castle Cobras  won  7-3  at  Ayr 
Scottish  Eagles  to  move  a 
point  ahead  of  Sheffield  Steel- 
ers, who  now  have  two  games 
in  hand,  and  into  second 
place  a point  behind  Cardiff 
Devils. 


Sailing 


Smith  changes  tack  for  £1  m 


Bob  Fisher 


PLAYER  transfer  has 
entered  the  world  of 
sailing  and,  as  in  other 
professional  sports,  big  fees 
are  involved.  When  Lawrie 
Smith  moved  from  the 
Swedish  Team  EF  yester- 
day to  the  all-British  World 
Sport  Management  Syndi- 
cate for  the  1997-88  Whit- 
bread Round  the  World 
Race,  a substantial  fee  was 
involved,  believed  to  be  £1 
million  (£600,090).  or  the 
value  of  Smith’s  replace- 
ment, Paul  Cayard. 

Smith  originally  signed 
for  the  Whitbread  with 
Team  EF  after  an  on-off 
protracted  series  of  negoti- 
ations and  only  last  month 
announced  four  of  his  core 
crew  members  who  would 
sail  on  EF  Language,  the 
all-male  boat  of  the  Swed- 
ish team. 

The  Swedes  saw  this  as  a 
definite  commitment,  but 
all  the  while  Smith  was  In 
discussions  with  World 
Sport  Management,  hoping 
he  could  Join  the  British 


challenge,  sponsored  by  the 
tobacco  company  Gal- 
laghers under  the  brand 
name  Silk  Cut,  to  have 
•‘more  control  over  the 
programme”. 

Johan  Salen,  the  vice- 
president  of  Team  EF, 
along  with  Smith,  stressed 
that  the  parting  was  amica- 
ble, coming  as  it  did  after 
three  months  of  intensive 
negotiations  and  a massive 
transfer  fee.  Sales  and 
Team  EFs  chief  executive 
officer,  Fred  Andersson, 
are  also  delighted  with 
Smith’s  replacement, 
Cayard,  who  is  also  the 
nominated  skipper  for  the 
America’s  Cup  syndicate 
from  the  St  Francis  Yacht 
Club,  America  One. 

Cayard  is  of  equal  calibre 
to  Smith  in  all  forms  of  sail- 
ing, although  this  will  be 
his  first  involvement  in  the 
Whitbread.  He  has  com- 
peted in  the  America’s  Cup 
since  1983,  latterly  as  skip- 
per of  II  Moro  dl  Venezia, 
the  challenger  to  1992,  and 
helmsman  of  Stars  & 
Stripes,  the  defender  last 
year. 


Magnus  Olsson.  Team 
HP’s  Operations  Manager, 
who  will  sail  on'  EF  Lan- 
guage. admitted  that  he  had 
been  initially  upset  by 
Smith’s  plans  to  defect,  but 
added:  “Since  Paul  Cayard 
came  on  board,  I have  been 
positive  and  very  keen  to 
build  a strong  team.”  Ols- 
son has  three  previous 
Whitbreads  under  his  belt, 
experience  that  Cayard  will 

find  useful. 

Cayard  had  to  seek  per- 
mission from  the  board 
members  of  America  One  to 
sail  in  the  Whitbread  and 
hinted  that  five  of  those 
who  would  join  his  EF  crew 
would  come  from  his  Amer- 
ica’s Cup  group.  These 
could  include  the  Olympic 
gold  medallist  Steve  Erick- 
son and  silver  medaRtet 
John  KosteckL 

Smith,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  taken  the  four  crew: 
men  announced  In  Novem- 
ber, Adrian  Stead,  Steve 
Hayles.  Neal  McDonald  and 
Gordon  Maguire,'  with  him 
to  Silk  Cut  as  well  as  the 
sail  co-ordinator,  Russell 
PlckthalL 


folly.  People  in  the  town  feel 
they  have  been  misled.”  v- 

But  Davies,  a Llanelli  sup- 
porter all  his  61  years, 
warned:  “Other  clubs,  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  win  see  that 
business  people  are  acting  out 
of  commercial  interest  and  if 
their  investment  isn’t  bring- 
ing in  returns  they  will  pull 
out  Players  are  being  too 
greedy  and  those  running  the 
dubs  think  money  will  come 
out  of  the  woodwork.” 

His  view  of  the  precarious 
ftiture  of  many  South  Wales 
dubs  is  supported  by  Colin 
Baber,  senior  research  fellow 
at  the  Cardiff  Business  School 
who  was  called  in  for  a com- 
mercial assessment  He  ques- 
tions whether  rugby  dubs 
representing  small  valley 
communities  can  ever  be  via- 
ble given  the  competition 
from  England  and  the  big 
Welsh  cities.  “I  could  not  see 
Llanelli  being  able  to  compete 
directly  in  commercial  terms 
with  its  larger  and  more  pros- 
perous neighbour,  Swansea,” 
he  said.  “Llanelli's  location  so 
far  down  die  M4  limits  the 
commercial  potential  for 
would-be  sponsors. 

"Thus  despite  its  proud  tra- 
dition ...  the  dab  inevitably 
faces  an  uphfTl  struggle.” 

• The  Cardiff  and  Wales  cen- 
tre Leigh  Davies  faces  a £2,000 
fine  by  the  WRU  for  breach- 
ing its  kit  and  boot  contract 
with  Reebok.  Davies,  a 
replacement  in  Sunday’s  de- 
feat by  South  Africa,  ap- 
peared in  a recent  TV  Inter- 
view wearing  a rival  kit- 
maker’s  product 


Sport  in  brief 


Sports  Politics 

Wembley  was  last  night  pre- 
paring to  celebrate  its  nomi- 
nation as  foe  £180  million 
home  of  Britain’s  new 
National  Stadium.  -The  offi- 
cial decision  on  the  location 
for  the  nation’s  showpiece 
sporting  venue  Is  due  to  be 
announced  by  the  Sports 
Council  this  morning. 

Wembley  looks  certain  to 
get  the  decision  over  Man- 
chester to  be  turned  into  a 
new-look,  Olympic-class 
80,000-seat  stadium  thanks  to 
about  £100  trillion  of  National 
Lottery  funding  and  private- 
sector  sponsorship. 

Basketball 

London's  big  two  were  paired 
with  each  other  by  their 
coaches  In  the  7-Up  Trophy 
draw,  matte  live  an  Radio  5 
last  night,  writes  Robert 
Pryoe.  Kerin  Caflte,  the  Lon- 
don Towers  coarii  drawing 
the  teams  to  play  the  first  leg 
at  hume,  pulled  out  the  Leop- 
ards; BiDy  Mims,  the  Leop- 
ards coach  drawing  the  away 
teams,  pulled  out  the  Towers. 
The  teams  lie  Joint  second  - In 
the  Budweiser  League. 

-MIP-lMPim  *an 

ttiwihi  van  ay  v cm* ter.  urmster  w 
Birmingham:  Laaparda  « London; 
Wording  « SDvflJetf.  flteo-teggna  Jtea  to 
playod  on  or  near  A IS  and  22J, 


Cricket 


Irani  injury 
a body  blow 
forEngland 


David  Hoppe  In  Bulawayo 


N GLAND's . tour  of 
Zimbabwe  has  al- 
ready become  a head- 
ache, bnt  backache  Is 
something  they  are  not  pre- 
pared to  tolerate.  A determi- 
nation to  prevent  a drift 
towards  farther  disaster  was 
indicated  yesterday  by  their 
indBfpn«ft  that  Ronnie  Irani 
underwent  an  immediate 
scan- on  a back  injury  that 
could  force  his  early  return 
home. 

Such  was  England's  mood 
of  urgency  that  Irani,  rather 
than . await  the.  next  conve- 
nient Internal  flight,  bad  to 
withstand  a five-hour  car 
journey  from  Bulawayo  to  foe 
capital  Harare.  It  was  a relief 
to  find  that  he  did  not  travel 
in  one  of  Rbd  Cab’s  ageing- 
tleet  of  Datsuns,  which  would 
have  ensured  that  If  his  back 
was  fit  enough  when  he  set 
off,  tt  would  undoubtedly 
have  had  to  be  encased  in 
plaster  long  before  he  arrived. 

ff  the  scan  reveals  anything 
untoward  it  is  certain  that 

Bnplaml  will  imimiHfltdy  («TI 

up  a replacement  with  the  In- 
tention that  the  player  would 
come  Into  consideration  for 
the  second  Test,  which  begins 
in  Harare  on  Boxing  Day.  The 
side  for  tomorrow’s  first  Test 
here  looks  likely  to  select  it- 
self with  Jack  Russell  and 
Andrew  Caddick-  omitted 
from  foe  13  available  players. . 
- if  a replacement  is  required 
for  Irani,  the  choice  lies  be- 
tween two  all-rounders  who 
impressed  on  England  A’s 
successful  tour  of  Australia, 
Craig  White  and  Adam  Holli- 
nwira  and  even  though  HoOi- 
oake's  rugged  qualities  are  in- 
creasingly admired.  White’s 
bowling  is  held  in.  higher 
regard.  The  odds  favour  foe 
Yorkshireman. 

Tran!  pronounced  himself 
fit  for  last  Sunday’s  one-day 
inhnfiatinnal  against  Zimba- 
bwe, but  even  when  free  of 
Injury  his  medinm-pace  bowl- 
ing bas  not  inspired  - confi- 
dence- If  he  is  not  bowling  to 
hfo  maximum  potential,  there 
is  little  prospect  of  him  satis- 
factorily fining  fhp  all-round- 
er’s role.  White,  who 
remained  injury-free  in  Aus- 
tralia, would  promise  greater 
penetration. 

England  have  already  suf- 
fered three  embarrassing  de- 
feats in  Zimbabwe,  which  has 
the  weakest  base  of  the  nine 
Test  nations,  the  latest 
reverse  being  the  two-wicket 
defeat  on  Sunday  in  the  open- 
ing one-day  intemationaL 


The  sqnad  possesses  such  lim- 
ited room  for  manoeuvre  that 
it  would  be  illogical  to  allow 
Injured  players  much  licence 
to  recover  without  strength- 
ening the  party. 

Irani  bowled  six  overs 
reasonably  tidily  on  Sunday 
without  ever  looking  threat- 
ening and  complained  agate 
of  back  soreness  after  the 
mateh  England  were  unable 
to  arrange  a satisfactory  scan 
in  Bulawayo  yesterday  morn- 
ing and,  with  the  first  Test 
only  48  hours  away,  they  im- 
mediately switched  their  at- 


tentions to  Harare. 

“We  had  to  take  the  player 
at  his  word,”  said  England’s 
coach  David  Lloyd.  “He  de- 
clared himself  100  per  cent  fit 
for  the  one-day  international 
but  he  still  gota  reaction  after 
the  match  and  we  have  to  be 
concerned  about  that 

“We  are  duty-bound  to  give 
him  every  opportunity  to  get 
things  right  but  as  the  only 
all-rounder  In  the  party  he  is 
in  a pivotal  position.  That 
maitwi  us  anxious  to  make  a 
decision  as  quickly  as 
possible." 

After  the  withdrawal  of 
Dominic  Cork  because  of 
marital  dins  putties  three  days 
before  England  left  for  Zimba- 
bwe, Sod’s  Law  dictated  that 
the  other  key  all-rounder  in 
the  squad  should  be  the  first 
to  be  laid  low  by  injury.  Rob- 
ert Croft,  the  Glamorgan  -off- 
spinner,  is  likely  to  bat  at 
No.  7 here. 

Lloyd  added:  "The  batsmen 
do  have  competition  for  their 
places.  If  they  do  not  do  well 
there  axe  lots  of  other  players 
who  are  ready  to  step  up, 
guys  like  Mark  Butcher  and 
Adam  Hollloakg. 

“We  are  telling  the  batsmen 
they  must  go  out  and  domi- 
nate, but  it’s  just  lack  of  form 
at  foe  moment;  we  can't  hide 
the  fact  that  we  were  poor  in 
Sunday’s  matdi.  Our  lack  of 
batting  form  is  a problem  but 
1 don’t  think  there  is  a lack  of 
confidence  or  morale.” 

Iloyd  ruled  out  the  further 
possibility  that  Cork  might 
rejoin  the  squad  before  they 
move  on  to  New  Zealand  next 
month.  Chris  Silverwood’s 
purposeful  display  on  his  in- 
ternational dehut  on  Sunday 
should  guarantee  him  a Test 
debut  ahead  of  Caddick. 
Lloyd’s  praise  of  Sffverwood’s 
aggression  contrasted  with 
his  barely  concealed  disap- 
pointment that  Caddick  has 
yet  to  approach  his  best  form. 
"I  would  like  to  be  Im- 
pressed," Lloyd  said.  He  could 
hardly  have  couched  it  with 
more  meaning. 


MCC  develops  taste  for  a gherkin 


AGHERKIN-shaped 
media  centre  is  to  be 
built  at  Lord’s  after  842 
per  cent  of  the  MCC  mem- 
bership voted  In  favour  last 
night. 

The  world’s  first  all-alu- 
minium building  is  likely, 
to  be  erected  in  a shipyard 
and  will  house,  television, 
radio  and  newspaper  media 


under  one  roof  at  the  Nurs- 
ery End.  In  the  winter  it 
will  be  used  to  train  sports 
people  — not  only  cricket- 
ers — in  dealing  with  the 
media. 

The  centre  will  be  spon- 
sored by  NatWest,  which 
will  underwrite  the  £3.5 
million  scheme  to  the  time 


of  £2.6  million. 


Boxing 


Lewis  hit  by 
McCall  arrest 


Lennox  lewis’s  at- 
tempt to  win  back  the 
vacant  WBC  heavy- 
weight title  early  next  year  Is 
in  doubt  after  his  opponent 
Oliver  McCall  was  charged 
with  vandalism^  disorderly 
conduct  and  resisting  arrest 
in  Nashville  yesterday. 

The  former  WBC  champion 
was  put-in  custody  for  alleg- 
edly throwing  a Christmas 
tree  in  the  lobby  of  foe 

Crowne  Plaza  Hotel  and  a 
glass  and  ashtray  in  the  tar. 
After  officers  asked  him  to 
leave  he  spat  on  a police  car 
and  shouted  abuse. 

. hi  April  the  31-year-old  was 


charged  with  possession  of 
marijuana  in  North  Carolina 
and  two  months  later  with  pos- 
session of  marijuana  ami  co- 
caine in  Chicago-  This  month 
he  was  put  on  probation  Ear  18 
months  after  pleading  guilty  to 
possessing  a controlled  sub- 
stance in  Cook  County. 

McCall  won  the  WBC  title 
In  1994  when  he  knocked  out 
Lewis  In  the  second  round.  He 
successfully  defended  it 
against  Larry  Holmes  In 
April  1995  before  losing  it  to 
Frank  Bruno  five  months 
later.  His  promoter,  Don 
King,  has  been  stripped  of  the 
right  to  stage  tire  Lewis  fight. 
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WALKER’S  RICHES  LURE  SWEDISH  COACH 


Eriksson  bound  for  Ewood 


Ian  Ross 


THE  task  of  restoring 
Blackburn  Rovers 
to  a position  of 
prominence  in 
English  football  was 
yesterday  handed  to  one  of 
Europe’s  most  respected 
coaches.  Sven  Goran 
Eriksson. 

After  many  weeks  of  negoti- 
ation the  Swede  agreed  to 
swap  Genoa  for  Lancashire 
but  it  is  still  unclear  when 
precisely  he  will  leave  his 
present  dub,  Sampdoria. 

It  is  believed  that  he  has 

agreed  a three-year  contract 
worth  £1  million  a season, 
which  would  make  him  Brit- 
ish football's  highest-paid 
manager,  and  he  is  expected 
to  be  handed  a transfer  fund 
of  about  £20  million  by  Jack 
Walker. 

Blackburn  would  like  to  see 
the  48-year-old  Swede  in  place 
before  the  turn  of  the  year, 
but  Eriksson's  sense  of  loy- 
alty is  such  that  they  may 
well  have  to  wait  until  next 
summer  before  officially  wel- 
coming him  to  Ewood  Park. 

As  yesterday’s  announce- 
ment was  being  made  at  a 
hastily  convened  press  con- 
ference, Eriksson  was  in  Italy 
preparing  his  team  for  their 
Serie  A fixture  this  weekend. 

In  a statement  Blackburn 
said:  "In  an  ideal  world  we 
would  naturally  have  had  the 
new  manager  here,  but  that  is 
not  possible.  We  did  consider 
using  a satellite  link  but  this 
request  was  also  politely 
turned  down  by  his  present 
employer." 

Although  Eriksson's  con- 
tract begins  on  July  1 1997,  he 
may  arrive  earlier  than 
planned.  Sampdoria's  appar- 
ent lack  of  co-operation  yes- 
terday suggests  they  are  un- 
happy with  Eriksson’s 
decision  and  that  does  hint  at 
a possible  early  release.  “If  he 
is  released  before  that  date  he 
would  join  us  immediately.” 
said  Blackburn's  chairman 
Robert  Coar. 

“I  am  pleased  and  honoured 
to  be  coming  to  Blackburn,” 
said  Eriksson.  **1  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  interviews 


ProfSe,  page  14 


Bar  code. 


Altogether  more 
interesting  bar  code. 


Williams’  legal 
imbroglio  to 
run  and  run 


Rovers  face  long 
wait  for  arrival 
of  new  manager 


about  the  next  dub  I shall  be 
working  with;  I can  only  com- 
ment on  the  dub  I am  cur- 
rently employed  by.” 

Blackburn  have  been  with- 
out a full-time  manager  since 
October  25  when  Ray  Harford 
stepped  down  48  hours  after 
his  team  had  been  eliminated 
from  the  Coca-Cola  Cup  by 
Second  Division  Stockport 
County. 

In  the  interim  the  dub’s 
caretaker  manager,  Tony 
Parkes,  has  overseen  some- 
thing of  a revival  in  fortunes 
but  after  Saturday’s  defeat  by 
Wimbledon,  Blackburn  are 
still  only  four  places  off  the 
bottom  of  the  Premiership. 

Blackburn  regard  the  sign- 
ing of  Eriksson  as  a major 
coup.  “It  is  some  time  since 
Ray  Harford  left  us  but  we 
were  determined  to  make  the 
right  appointment,"  said 
Coar. 

“We  have  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  a man  of  vast  experi- 
ence at  a number  of  top  Euro- 
pean dubs  to  underline  our 
ambition  to  be  both  a leading 
dub  in  the  Premier  League 
and  to  compete  successfully 
on  a regular  basis  in  Euro- 
pean competiton." 

Coar  said  that  he  did  not 
envisage  any  members  of 
Blackburn’s  managerial  staff 
losing  their  jobs  as  a conse- 
quence of  the  appointment 

Eriksson  is  the  third  major 
Continental  figure  to  be 
placed  in  charge  of  a Premier- 
ship dub.  after  the  appoint- 
ments of  Ruud  Gullit  at  Chel- 
sea and  Arsene  Wenger  at 
ArsenaL 

Apart  from  Blackburn. 
Eriksson  can  count  on  at  least 
one  other  English  admirer  in 
the  Arsenal  midfielder  David 
Platt,  who  played  under  him 
at  Sampdoria. 

“I  am  sure  Sven  will  prove 
a great  success  in  England. 
He  has  proved  himself  to  be  a 
coach  of  the  very  highest  cali- 
bre in  Sweden.  Italy  and  Por- 
tugal and  will  have  a positive 
impact  at  Blackburn.  The 
Rovers  players  will  enjoy  his 
training  methods  and  will 
respect  his  exceptional  tacti- 
cal awareness." 


Pace  of  Blackburn’s  future . . . Sven  Goran  Eriksson,  who  is  not  due  to  take  over  until  the  summer  photogwrshaunbottb*_l 


Richard  Williams 


THE  DECISION  of  the 
Italian  authorities  to 
issue  charges  of  culpa- 
ble homicide  against 
Frank  Williams  and  five 
others  is  good  news  only  for 
the  legal  profession.  Avivcaro 
Giorgio  CarmanL  if  there  is 
such  a chap,  must  be  rubbing 
his  hands. 

For  the  rest  of  us,  it  casts 
doubt  on  the  sport's  unspoken 
contract  between  the  men 
who  build  the  cars  and  the 
men  who  drive  them,  an 
understanding  of  implicit 
risk.  And  it  might  just  mean 
the  end  of  Formula  One  racing 
In  Italy.  But  the  lawyers  will 
be  able  to  retire  after  this  one. 

Think  of  it  this  way.  The 
technical  analysis  produced 
after  more  than  a year’s  inves- 
tigation into  the  possible 
causes  of  the  accident  that 
killed  Ayrton  Senna  runs  to 
700  pages.  It  contains  the  de- 
tailed findings  of  scientists  at 
Bologna  University  and  the 
Italian  aeronautical  institute, 
guided  by  an  ad  hoc  commit- 
tee containing  several  distin- 
guished figures. 

What  it  apparently*  suggests 
is  that  a last-minute  weld  in 
the  steering  column  of  Sen- 
na’s WUliams-Renault  broke 
while  he  was  taking  the  Tam- 
bureQo  curve  on  the  seventh 
lap  of  the  1994  San  Marino 
Grand  Prix.  sending  him  into 
a concrete  wall  at  131  mph. 

But  Frank  Williams  can  af- 
ford the  best  lawyers  in  the 
world,  and  he  will  do  every- 
thing he  can  to  prevent  the 
court  reaching  the  conclusion 
that  a careless  piece  of  work 
by  one  of  his  employees  led  to 
the  death  of  the  most  famous 
and  beloved  racing  driver  of 
his  era.  So  every  word  will  be 
inspected,  analysed,  and 
tested  for  integrity  as  micro- 
scopically as  if  it  were,  well, 
the  smallest  widget  on  a Wil- 
liams grand  prix  car. 

On  the  face  of  it,  this  one 
looks  like  a cross  between  the 
OJ  trial  and  the  McDonald's 
libel  case,  with  the  star  quality 
of  one  and  the  prolongation  of 
the  other.  The  Italian  people 
are  entitled  to  their  legal  sys- 
tem, but  on  this  occasion  they* 
are  perhaps  not  much  to  be 
envied. 

Whether  a trial  can  reach 
any  sort  of  a satisfactory  con- 
clusion must  be  a matter  for 
serious  doubt.  Thanks  to  the 
destruction  of  the  car’s  black 


tkix  recorder  Ui  the  accident 
most  of  th**  potentially  rele- 
vant data  is  unavailable,  anil 
Senna’s  death  has  therefore 
been  the  subject  of  A great  deal 

of  speculation. 

The  proposed  causes  come 
in  three  tyi«es:  the  Implausi- 
ble. the  possible,  and  the  prob- 
able. In  the  first  category 
comes  the  theory  that  the  acci- 
dent occurred  us  the  result  of 
an  unforced  error  by  the 
world’s  best  driver  on  a corner 
present  inp  no  eteillenge 
whatsoever. 

The  possible  list  includes 
the  suggestion  of  n sudden  in- 
stability caused  by  low  tyre 
pressures.  After  an  accident  nt 
the  start  of  the  race,  the  cars 
had  been  running  behind  the 
pace  car  and  11k*  rubber  would 
have  cooled,  reducing  the 
pressure  significantly.  Tem- 
perature and  pressure  are  crit- 
ical to  the  perform; inre  of  FI 
tyres  — as  we  saw  at  the  same' 
circuit  a ye:u*  later,  when 
Schumacher  came  out  of  the 
pits  on  cold  tyres  and  flew  off 
the  track  within  haifn  lap. 

The  probable  causes  mostly 
revolve  around  the  car's  steer- 
ing. The  steering  column  had 
certainly  been  modified  and  it 
definitely  snapped  at  some 
point,  although  it  is  hard  to 
believe  that  metallurgists  In 
Italy,  or  anywhere  else,  pos- 
sess a machine  capable  of  de- 
termining whether  It  broke 
before  or  during  the  impact 
with  the  wall. 

The  other  rational  sugges- 
tion concerns  a possible  fail- 
u re  of  the  ear’s  power  steer- 
ing. then  a relatively  new 
feature.  Such  telemetry  data 
as  did  survive  gave  some  sug- 
gestion of  an  abnormality  in 
the  hydraulic  system  mo- 
ments before  the  crash. 

Actually,  the  longer  all  this 
goes  on.  the  more  seriously  1 
begin  to  take  the  notion  writ- 
ten off  by  everyone  with  the 
remotest  claim  to  credibility 
— the  idea  that  the  driver 
made  a mistake. 

■ ETs  think  about  it 

I Thus  was  Senna’s  third 

1 grandprixwithhls 
Lwnew  team,  in  the  new 
Williams  FW16B.  He  had  spun 
out  of  the  Brazil  ian  Grand 
Prix  while  trying  to  catch 
Schumacher.  That  was  a mis- 
judgment,  all  right,  com- 
pounded by  an  unpredictable 
car.  At  Aida,  in  the  second 
race,  he  bad  gone  no  further 
than  the  first  corner  before 
being  punted  off  by  another 
driver.  The  FW16B  was  still 
causing  problems,  and  Senna 
was  in  a state  of  some  anxiety. 

But,  as  Frank  Williams 
must  know,  one  cannot  ad- 
vance this  theory  without  in- 
curring the  mortal  wrath  of 
the  legions  of  Senna-worship- 
pers. And  it  is,  of  course,  the 
one  theory  that  can  never, 
ever  be  proved. 


Jones  pays  heavy  price 
for  weekend  paper  talk 


Ne0  Robinson 


VINNIE  JONES  was 
£6,000  out  of  pocket 
yesterday  after  his 
Wimbledon  team-mates 
failed  to  see  the  funny  side 
of  his  weekend  newspaper 
article  which  poked  fun  at 
them. 

The  midfielder  has  been 
fined  a week’s  wages,  esti- 
mated at  £4.000,  by  the 
dub.  He  also  agreed  to  do- 
nate the  £2,000  he  earned 
from  the  Sun  to  the  players’ 
pool,  and  personally  apolo- 
gised to  every  player,  the 
chairman  Sam  Hammam 
and  manager  Joe  Bonn  ear. 

Hammam  said  that,  as 
captain,  Jones  should  have 
shown  better  judgment. 
‘.Wimbledon  play  with  10 
men  and  Vinuie  Jones,"  he 
said.  “In  many  respects 
they  are  ahead  of  him  from 
a technical  and  footballing 
angle.  But  what  Vlnnle  pro- 
vides is  leadership  aid  the 


respect  of  his  team-mates. 
Without  this  he  will  have 
nothing  left. 

"Just  like  Samson  whose 
power  came  from  his  hair, 
Vlnnie’s  comes  from  hav- 
ing the  respect  of  his  team- 
mates. Lose  that  and  lose  it 
all  " 

In  the  article,  headlined 
"Jones*  langhalong  guide 
to  the  Crazy  Gang”,  Wim- 
bledon’s captain  rated  his 
colleagues’  drinking,  cat- 
walk  and  "ruck"  qualities. 
He  accused  Andy  Clarke  of 
being  “ugly”  and  '‘one 
brick  short  of  a full  hod". 
Dean  Holdsworth  of  being 
vain,  and  said  Oyvind  Leon- 
hardsen  was  "terminally 
boring”. 

Jones,  whose  past  liter- 
ary efforts  have  also  landed 
him  in  trouble,  maintains 
that  his  remarks  were 
meant  in  jest.  "It  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a joke,  a Christ- 
massy, pull-yer-leg  sort  of 
stunt,  but  it  went  com- 
pletely wrong. 


"Tin  sure  that  at  the  mo- 
ment people  were  looking 
for  something  to  go  wrong 
after  19  games  unbeaten. 
You’ve  had  yonr  wish.  Fm 
sorry  It  was  me.  I thought 
the  club  were  going  to  fine 
me  a lot  more  and  I had  pre- 
pared myself  for  that. 

"But  the  boys  have  had  a 
meeting.  I apologised  to 
them  individually,  espe- 
cially Dean  Holdsworth 
and  Andy  Clarke.  Fm  par- 
ticularly upset  that  I’ve 
upset  their  families. 

“I’ve  put  my  hands  up. 
Everybody  knows  the  con- 
text it  was  supposed  to  have 
been  in  but  it  hasn’t  been 
taken  that  way.  Therefore 
Fin  the  leader  of  these  boys, 
I five  by  the  sword  and  IT1 
die  by  it." 

But  he  retains  the  cap- 
taincy. He  added:  “It’s  not  a 
football  matter.  You  never 
stop  learning  lessons;  Fm 
facing  up  to  it.  These 
things  happen  in  life  and 
they  make  you  stronger.” 


The  departments  London  HQ  in  Queen  Annexe 
Gate  was  described  as  “a  dinosaur. ..a 
monstrosity ...  ugly,  graceless,  top-heavy  and 
lacking  in  any  kind  of  symmetry”.  Much  the 
same  might  be  said  of  the  department  itself. 
Matthew  Engel  on  the  Home  Office 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  20,838 


Set  by  Gemini 


Across 


7 Long  spell  In  bed  in  a 
stupefied  state  (8) 

9 The  girl  to  give  the  old  man 
a drink  (6) 

10  Lot  ripi  (4) 

11  This  ship's  going  to  open  up 
a lead  (IQ) 

12  Object  to  mush  from  the 
platform® 

14  The  pipes  are  sounding  (8) 

15  Find  another  opener  for  a 
fruit  drink  (6) 

17  Out  from  the  country  north- 
bound (6) 

20  Avoid  going  back  to  school 
to  complete  the  timetable 

(8) 

22  Once  seated,  stayed  in  the 
auefience  (6) 

23  View  right  round  taken  in  by 
one  panning  (10) 


24  Drained  of  colour  after  a 

toss  (4) 

25  Left  in  present  (3,3) 

26  Creating  mayhem  when 

answering  force  with  force  0) 

Down 


1 Takes  the  lead  with  a 
boundary  say® 

2 PM  for  a short  time  during 
the  depression  (4) 

3 Halfway  through  dry  up  (6) 

4 Start  to  work  in  the  house  tin 
Buxton)  (8) 

a A basis  for  cutting  money 
awafoed  to  directors  (10) 

6 One  perhaps  with  false  hair 
could  be  a baldpate  (6) 

8 To  exercise  take  a walk  in 
open  country  (6) 

13  Marshal  present  to  take 
charge  of  show  (10) 

16  An  obstruction  in  the  course 
of  the  game  (8) 
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QQODQH  CDQDODBa 
n □ a ci  a a 
□□□□□DD0D  ODOD 
n a o 
□□□□  QHDnQEQCn 
a □ n d d n 
aaaaaaan  aanciaa 
s a a □ a a a 
'□nnnoBnon  eedd 
d n d □ d □ n 
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18  Might  Fry  in  these  places 
have  reformed  the  nicks’?  (8) 

19  On  reflection  it  appears 
sinister  (6) 

21  Dog  litter  brought  under 
control  (6) 

22  Scatter  and  seek  cover  (6) 
24  Prior  In  The  Canterbury 

Tales— or  Prioress  1 (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 


Stuck?  Then  cat  our  solutions  b 
on  0891  338  238.  COlla  cost  SQp  | 
mkiuto  Morv-Fri,  8am-6pm.  and  45p 
par  1TWTUE3  at  all  offiof  Rmos.  Sorvte 
aupttfadby  WS 
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